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The "Tranſlator thinks it ſuperflu- 


ous to add : any thing further to this 


Tr act, than that the Au thereof 


is the late celebrated 


* 


rofeſſor Ger. 


LERT, whoſe Character as an ele- 
gant, ſprightly, and nervous Writer, 


is univerſally eſtabliſh throughout- 
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T2 F: 
My uncle, who likewiſe was a noble- 
man, and a perſon of great learning, 


took me, after my father's deceaſe, to live 


with him at his eſtate in the country, and 
educated me till my ſixteenth year, I 
have not to this day forgot the words he 
ſpoke to his lady, when ſhe aſked him 
how he would have my education con- 
ducted. In the, forenoon (he ſaid) ſhe 
muſt be inſtructed as a man, and in the 
afternoon like a woman, My aunt loved 


me tenderly, becauſe ſhe had no daughter 


of her own, and did not like that I ſhould 
learn languages, and other pedantries, as 


ſhe called them, like young gentlemen. E 


She would fain have ſpared me this trou- 
ble, but her conſort would not. Dont 


de afraid (ſaith he) the young lady will 


not learn too much. She ſhall only be 
viſe, but not learned. She is not rich, 
and conſequently none but a ſenſible man 


will marry her. And if ſhe will pleaſe 
him; and make his life comfortable, ſhe : 


Wy -— 


T7 0 
miſt be wiſe, virtuous, and polite, This 
honourable man ſpared no coſt:ori me, and 
I ſhould certainly have attained the uſe 
of my reaſon more early if his lady had 
died ſome years ſooner. She did not leave 
me ignorant of houſewifery ; but ſhe put 
at the ſame time ſuch a fondnels of gal- 
lantry into my head, by which one may 
eaſily become a proud fool. I was to be 
fure young, but ſtill old enough to aſſume 
a vanity, to which our ſex ſeems addicted. 
But fortunately my aunt died before 1 
reached my tenth year, and by her death 
gave my uncle liberty to educate me with 
the greater care, and to: efface the bad. im- 
preffions which her converſation and ex- 
ample had made on me. I had by nature 
à good heart; and-thetefore he needed not 
ſo much to reſiſt as to rouze my inclina- 
tions. He lent me his underſtanding to 
bring my heart into right. order, and 
turned my deſires by degrees, from ſuch 
things as captivate the eyes, to thoſe which 
80 
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conſtitute the greatneſs of the © foul; TE 
ſaw that I knew how pretty I was hens 
fore be taught me the true worth of 
man, and a' reliſh. for ſuch qualities that 
are more rewarded by a ſecret conſent of 
reaſon and conſcience, than by being uni-: 
verſally admired. © Let none ſuppoſe that 
he went thro? a ſublime and profound Phi- 
loſophy with me. 0 no! He inſtilled re- 
ligion in a reaſonable” manner, and con- 
2 vinced me of the great advantages of vir 
tue, which accrues to us in every ſtation; 


m proſperity and adverſity, at death and 
in eternity. He poſſeffed a dexterity „ 


to inculcate theſe truths, not ſo much into 
my memory as my underſtanding, And 
A to theſe inſtructions it is owing, that in 
my riper years I have not looked upon 
virtue as a tedious duty, but as the moſt 
agreeable companion, that helps to make 
our pilgrimage eaſy thro' this world. And 7” 
I am firmly perſuaded,” that religion, if 
fundamentally underſtood, can brighten | 
55 our 
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our underſtanding, in. as, excellent a mana 
ner as it reforms the heart. Ter wang 
people would have more underſtanding i in 
the management of the uſual oceupa- 
tions of their different callings, if it bad. 
been properly inculcated by inſtructions of 
religion, I dared believe nothing on my 
uncle's word; yea he commanded me to 
doubt ſo long of certain things, until . 
ſhould obtain greater inſight. In one 
word, my uncle did not teach me the wiſ- 
dom with, which we make a parade in 
company, on, when it is puſhed far, fatis- 
fies our vanity. fora while, but that which: 5 
penetrates into the heart, and makes W 
mannerly, affectionate, generous, reſigned. 
and content in every ſituation. I ſheuldG. 
do nothing elſe than prove, that my un- -: i 
ele had but poorly, obtained his good aim 
with me, if I. ſhould appropriate all thee | 
good qualifications, to myſelf, and force 
them upon the reader as my own charac- - - .* 
ber. It. i be the, Ae pag. 1 * 9 


pralle nor blame myſelf: and leave it it d 
my reader's option, what idea he will form 
from my relation, of the ſituation of. my 
mind. Tam afraid, that if I determined 
ny virtues and weak neſſes ever ſo fincere. 
I. 1 mould not be able to eſcape a/ſuſpi- 
cion of elf love, or the 27 77 of a | proud 
EE. 7 8 

1 was fikteen years of age, When I was 
married to the Swediſh Count de Gun, 
It was brought about in the following 
manner. The Count had eſtates in Li- 
vonia, contiguous to my father's manſion- 
houſe. The year before our marriage, 
the Count came with his father out of 
Sweden to view his eſtates. He had feen 
and converſed with me ſeveral ' times at 
my uncle's, « I had pleaſed him without 
ſtudying 1 it. I was poor, How then could 
it enter; into my thoughts to ſhackle a 
Count, who was very rich, handſome, in 


favour at court, a colonel of a regiment, 4 


and pa not unacceptable to a prin-. 
. 4 | * 0 2 


it impoſſible ever to poſſeſs h 


me, and the noble manner in which 
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ceſs? But that 
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tract bim, was my 
haved in ah eaſy, K tura 
manner, as F had 16 t oug 
ing bis heart. N 


charm him, ''T "muſt have 3 
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anxious and reſerved. In 0 0 | : 
was taken with him: bur + | : 
ſecretly wiſhed fo have hi n, yet 2 


After a year was elapſec he wrote te 
me, and the whole ans __ tis 
was, whether I could 
ſpouſe, and' follow him to Swcdth, 7th 
heart was alrea  excelſively' a 


rendered him till 


made the propofals. 


> 


. 
. 
en 


.F 


1 


5 Wh not . at my. .confel; — 
10 * and if you ſhould be ftartled at 
my baldneſs, . pleaſe to conſider whether 
this fault may not be an effect of my ſin- 
cerity. Let me ſpeak out ! But wh at 
ſhall * ſay? 1 love you, and that is all. 
F rom the firſt. moment that 1 faw and 
converſed with you, a year ago, I have 
loved you. I own. that J have ſtrove to 
forget you, ſince the circumſtances in my 
country ſeem to require it; but all my 
labour has. been in vain, and has only 5 
erweckt to cohvince me the more of the 
| Readineſs of my love, and of your merit. 
Is it poſſible that you can be offended at 
my affection? No; why ſhould the love 
cf a man be unacceptable, whoſe. friend- 
ſhip has not been diſpleaſi ng. But will 
you permit me to ſpeak more explicitly. ; 
ek J aſk, whether Jou will favour me 


. 


fame time own, that every moment Will 


cauſe ſhe is not inelined to Sire me 


as my fpouſe? T are 
not to anſwer a queſti i ee. 
whole undnquillity: a depends. My deareſt , © 
friend 1 why can I not know: this moment, 1 5 
whether J deſerve your favour, whether'Þ 
may : hope ? Conſider What you ean'! an- — 8 YZ | 
wer a lover, :withourithe leaſt conſtraint, | 
who places -his-greateſt merit in his:affee= - 
tion and eſteem for you. Iwill nbt over 3 I 


hurry your heart, I leave you *is much by 
time as you defire, Bur I muſt at tue 


appear too long, till I know my eing. _ 
Hoy earneſtly ſhould I folicit your love, 
if FE was only to follow my feelings ant 
wiſhes !“ Bi your Bye ib bf too muck! 


eO ne me, to be inde to any * 5 . 0 bs 


4 * 


othe erte but your in free confent. As 

terrible as an unfavourable anſwer would 
be to me; ſo little will it however leſſen 
my eſteem and love for you. Should F 


for that 'reaſon hate a deſerving lac 


* 


i. 
D 
„ 


2 


8 7 | : 0 1 0 WY 8 

bent No! I ſhall til continue to wah 
her as my friend, and to pity myſelf, 
How hard it is for me to conclude this 


letter! How fain would T tell you a hun- 


dred times that I love you, that I love you 
inceſſantly, that I watch your every mien 
at reading this letter, from a deſire to diſ- 
cover ſomething favourable therein for me. 


Farewell! O! when will you return an 


N anſwer py 


; 
% 


The Count's father had at the fame time 


wrote to my uncle. In ſhort, I was the: 
bride of a truly deſerving Count, I wiſh 
I could tell what paſſed in my heart from 


that time. I had never before been in 
love. Ho incredible will this appear ta 


5 228 


many of my fair readers? T hey will pro- 
bably tale me for a very ſimple creature, 


or imagine that I was deſtitute both of 


beauty and feeling, becauſe I could not in 
my ſixteenth year enumerate; a dozen of 
love - intrigues. But I cannot help it. It 


may 5 9 
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J 72 7 a 4 YL 


may reflect 1 or ſhame upon nie; 
yet it is certain that 1 till then had never 
been in love, tho? I had converſed with 


great numbers of young men. ; But rio 


my heart begun all at once to be ſenſibly 
touched. My Count was at a diſtance ef 


about 40 miles from me, but my love 
made him preſent with me. Nothing was 
more beautiful and more perfect than he. 
J. wiſhed for nothing but him. I often 
began converſing with him. He offered 
me, in my imagination, all ſorts of ca- 
reſſes, and I refuſed accepting them with 
bluſhing. This will appear ridiculous to 
many, and I have not much to object 
againſt it. An innocent and tenderly ena- 


moured bride is indeed a creature from 
another world, that cannot be "viewed 


without aſtoniſhment. Her actions, her 


language, her mien, concur to betray her 


heart, the more ſhe takes pains to con- 
ceal it, I ſcarce ate or drank for ſour 


weeks, and yet I preſerved my vigour. 1 
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= Fpeak it in earneſt; I bolleve love 
an ſ upport us "RP a. conſiderable time. 1 
_ red, more attfacting than before. 
My uncle now took me his to 
1 ede Several young ladies and gen- 
emen conducted me ſomè miles, and I 
parted with them without much concern. 
Me had a proſperous journey, on which 
nothing particular occurred, except that 
= — every moment ſeemed an age to me, till J 
beheld my Count. I arrived ſafe with 
my uncle at the eſtate of the Count. 1 
found him more deſerving than he ap- 
peared to me the year before. No won- 
deer! I did not, then know that he loved 
0 , me; but now I knew eit. A man gene. 
3 uy ſpeaking becomes more perfect and 


I, 


reſpectable in our eyes, the moment we 


Y Ao he loves us. And tho' he poſtck 


» particular proeminence, pet his re 
. 8 gard for us is the perfection we adtnire e 
Wo him, For how often do we love ours 


. 1: 

ſelves in | others and whence ſhould con- 
ſtancy in love be derived, WW; unſupported 
by our own fatisfaCtion ? 

My bridegroom received me with every 
demonſtration of tenderneſs ; and I do not 
believe any creature can be happier than 
I was at his tide, Our marriage was ſo- 
lemnized without pomp, in great ſtillneſs, 
but great delight. Many a lady may be 
at a loſs how to reconeile theſe things. It 
is to pleaſe them, that I will give ſome 
account of our eſpouſals. I had been a 
week in Sweden, and had recovered the 
fatigue of the Journey, when my Count 
deſired me to fix the day of our wedding. 
I aſſured him, that I could not obtain the 
| honour of being his ſpouſe too ſoon, but 
that no day would be more agreeable 
to me than that which he would be pleaſed 
to appoint. Without further ceremony the 
next day was fixed on, He came the next 
morning into my room and enquired, whe- 


ther 1 was ſtill determined to become his 
* | wite 


wite to day ? I anſwered 1 with down- 


caſt eyes, and a glad and meaning Kiſs. 
My attire was eaſy, but well choſen. Your 
dreſs pleaſes me exceedingly, ſaid the 
Count to me. It fits your ſhape, and 
you make it pretty. I think you muſt 
not change your dreſs. If I pleaſe you, 
my dear Count, I replied, then my attire 
is pretty enough. Thus I was in my 
bridal dreſs without knowing it. We 


converſed together the whole forenoon, in 


the moſt affectionate manner. At laſt I 
ſat down at my clavicord, and played half 


an hour; and at my Count's requeſt, and 


the impulſe of my own heart, I accom- 


panied the muſic with ſinging. At noon 
the Count's father (his mother and only 
ſiſter were long dead) and my uncle en- 


tered; and aſter their congratulations, 
told us, that the clergyman was come. 
We went down into the dining-room. 
The marriage-ceremony being ſoon over, 
we fat down to dinner, viz, we four and 
the 


. 

the clergyman, Our entertainment con- 
ſiſted of ſix or eight diſnes. I dare ſay 
this fimple folemnity will appear very 
poor and ridiculous to many ladies. But 
for my part L was very welt fatisfied. 1 
was eaſy, or to expreſs myſelf better, ten- 
| dernefs baniſhed all uneafineſs, as there 
was nothing of chat noiſe, which uſually 
torrents new- married people on their 
weclding-day. After dinner we took an 
airing, and paid a viſit to Mr. R. who 
Kad acemopanied my confort on his tra- 
vels, and now had fixed his refideuce on a 
ſmall eſtate contiguons to our's. My 
ſpouſe bore a great affection for this gen- 
tleman. Here I bring you, he faid, my 
dear wife. We have been married this 
day. Is it not true, I have made an ex- 
cellent choice? You ſhall be witneſs of 
our happineſs. Pleafe to accompany us 
back. Thus we returned to our manſion- 
houſe without delay. In ſhort : the even- 
ing _ away as agreeably as the day. 

2 Now 


[16 i. 
Now, I wonder at myſelf, that 1 have 
not deſcribed the perſon of my Count. 
He had a browniſh complexion, and his 
eyes were ſo lively and fiery that they at 
firſt ſight cauſed ſome ſear, when exclu- 
fively viewed. But the other features of 
his countenance did fo happily damp this: 
fire, that nothing but magnanimity and. 
ſprightly tenderneſs ſhone in his mien. 
His figure was excellent. I. will not at- 
tempt to proceed farther in my deſcrip- 
tion. By a minute recital we often ſpoik 
the repreſentation which we want - toy 
make of a handſome perſon. Enough, 
my Count was in my eyes the mol beau- 
tiful man. 31/0008 

Not long after our marriage, my con- 
ſort was ordered to join his regiment. 
His father, in order to make his abſence 
tolerable to me, took me along to ſee his 
other eſtates. On one of them I found a 
young beautiful woman, who paſſed for 
the widow of the late ſteward, This 
| | | perſon '- 


IF 535 11 


perſon had ſo many attracting qualiti __ 


that 1 liked her company from the fut 


moment, and after a ſhort time was inclined 


to be her friend; I defired' her to come 


with me, and be my companion: She 
ſhould not be my ſervant, but my good 
friend; and when ſne did not chule to 
ſtay with me any longer, I would amply- 
provide for her. She received my offer 
with tears, but excuſed herſelf partly on 


account of her little ſon, and partly her 
love for retirement. In the mean time 
ſhe ſtuck. cloſe to me, and ſhewed ſo 
much reſpe& and affection for me, that 
L. begged her a hundred times to tell me 
how J could ſerve her. But ſhe refuſed. 
all with a peculiar. nobleneſs of mind, and 
aſked nothing but my favour,” The old 
Count wanted to return, and as the young 
widow conducted me to the coach, I ſaw. 
a child looking out at the window of the 
lower ſtory of the court; I enquired 
whoſe. it was ? The good woman was 4 


— 


I 18 1 

moſt frightened out of her wits. She ? 
had told me that her ſon had lately had 
the ſmall-pox. And to the end that I 
might not be ſurprized, ſhe would not 
let me ſee him, notwithſtanding all my in- 
treaties. But now I ſaw that nothing ailed 
this child, and I would not reſt till he 
was brought to me. Heaven! how aſto- 
niſhed was I, to. ſee in his face the very 
picture of my huſband. I could not 
ſpeak one word to the child. I kiſſed 
him, embraced his mother, and ſet off 
that very moment. The old Count per- 
ceived my conſternation, and diſcloſed, 
with great ſincerity, the whole myſtery to 
me. The woman (faith he) whom you 
have ſeen, was the late favourite of your 
Conſort. And if this confeſſion offends 
you, pleaſe to turn your anger againſt 
me, and not my ſon. I am the cauſe. ' I 
have educated my ſon in a manner ſo pe- 

culiar, that it might appear in many re- 
ſpects extravagant to you. My ſon was 
| taveht 


_ "2 
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BS 


- Lk RC, 
taught to honour and love me, not f& 
much as his father, as his friend. He 
needed fear nothing from me, 2 
when he 'concealed the truth. He 
therefore owned every thing to meg 


and I by that means had frequent oppor- 


tunities to draw him off from thouſands 
of follies, before he had committed them, 


or at leaſt before they were become ha- 


bitual to him. I knew, that before F 
ſent my ſon abroad, he loved a young 
lady of middling rank, whom my ſiſter 
had taken to her as an orphan, and edu- 
cated in company with her only daugh- 
ter, becauſe the girl poſſeſſed great viva- 
city. My ſon never concealed from me 
his regard for her. He afked my leave 


to take her along as his companion and 


friend on his travels. In ſhort, 'I Was 
too weak to refuſe his requeſt, or I con- 


ſented on purpoſe, in order to limit him 


in the uſual extravagancies of youth, by 
means of her company. And this is the 


— 
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very perſon you have ſcen, wht pid 
for a widow. She poſſeſſes very great 
qualfications,.. and I have given her a 
portion. of ten thouſand dollars, that ſhe | 
may marry, if ſhe pleaſes, F have alſo 
allotted a certain ſum for the education 
off her fon. And if this. woman ſhould 
im the leaſt appear dangerous to you, IL 
will in a few days ſend her to a more dif- 
tant eſtate, and there provide for her i in 
the beft manner. 

Loet no one think that I began to hate 
a perſon that had been beloved by my 
Conſort ! No, I loved her, and my love 
mitigated my jealouſy. I begged him to 
provide her a huſband, and to ſend her to 
ſome diſtant place. At our return I 
found my Count at home. Tho? I was 
quite aſſured. of his love, yet I could. not 
reſt, till I had obliged him by all ſorts of 
little coldneſſes, to pump out a myſtery | 
which my heart would not ſuffer me ta 
diſcloſe in vain, He was frightened, and 
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lamented his father's imprudence, that 
he had brought me to a place that could 
be ſo prejudicial to our tenderneſs. He 
gave orders that very moment to remove 
the young lady with her ſon, and to al 
low her all ſhe! defired for her ſupport.” 
This was done within eight days. I could 


deſire no greater proof of his fidelity, and 
it was not poſſible for me to hate him 


one moment, on account of this affair, 
tho? I cannot _ that it Save me e 
ſmall uneaſineſs. 3 e 
Hie owned to me, the he eee 
mould have choſen that perſon for his 
wife, if he could have obtained permiſ- 
ſion from court. She did indeed deſerve 
this honour as well as myſelf.” I ſaw no 
pre-eminence in me, except my noble pa- 


rentage. And O.! how ſmall is this ad- 


vantage, if reaſonably conſidered! She 
had not yielded to him out of light-mind-: 
edneſs. A proſpect of marrying him, 
had induced her to ſurrender her heart ta: 
ww '"M him. 
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him. His father had approved of his 
gene- 
ſincerity of his affection. A lady under 
ſuch cireumſtances, deſeryes rather com- 

paſſion than cenſure. My Count related 
an anecdote of CarorLine, fo J will ſtile 


choice. She knew: the heart of her 


fies her worth. As fooh' as: ſhe faw that 


he could not obtain conſem to marry her, 


without incurring diſpleaſure at court, ſhe: 
freely gave up her claim to his heart. 


Ne ſhewed me the following letter from 
her, which touched me greatly, on 20 | 


count of its generous entimentg; | 


Cr % My dinsiCoonr I. 


4 am informed that your tive of 


marrying me, cauſes you much perplexity. 


E pity you, becauſe I am fure you love 


me, and that it coſts you as hard a ſtruggle 
to break your promiſes to me, as it does 


me to — my pretenſions to the 
Tarr E moſt 


A 


molt - . generous and noble heart. But if 


5 Y 


& 5 


I muſt loſe my Count, I will loſe him 


with honour. In ſhort, my dear Count! 


I ſacrifice. my eſteem and my eaſe to your 
ſtation and your happineſs, and now for- 
get forever the flattering hope I once had 


of becoming your wife. You are free, 


and may chuſe as you pleaſe. I am re- 


ſigned, if 1 only fee that ygu make a 


happy choica, and enjoy that content- 
ment from your Conſort which my love 
would have procured you. This, heaven 
knows, is my ſincere wiſh. And what 
belongs further to the ſincerity of ſuch a 
wiſh, but that you love her! I do not 
blame you in the leaſt, In my eyes you 
have kept your word; for I am convinced 


that you would never have receded, had 


it been in your option; nor ſhall I com- 
plain about myſelf, I have been your's 
on condition that you ſhould once make 
a public declaration of it. Thus, with 
all my affection for you, I never ſacri- 
n 
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ficed my virtue. 
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my future deſtiny in the world may be. 


This reward I merit. I wiſh you well, 
und deſire: you would be pleaſed to give 


an aſylum on one of your eſtates, for my- 


elf and my ſon, where I may live in quiet. 


Jou need ſay nothing farther to me. 1 


remain by the determination, to convince 
vou, that I prefer your happineſs to my 
on. Adieu my dear Count.“ 


Thus I was indebted to CAROLIN E- 8 a 


neroſity, for my preferment. She had not 


No, the eb ih 
of my love, will always give me the 
greateſt ſatisfaction, frowever melanchol: oy 


— 


1 defire you to marry, and to think of 
me for the future only as your friend. 


ſhewn herſelf to him, but once, after ſhe | 


had written the letter, and retired imme- 
diately to the eſtate where I found her. 
He aſſured me that he had not ſeen her for 


-one year and a half, and I ſhould not have 
Pray her the W of ſeeing him 
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once more before he ſet out for Livonia, 
if circumſtances had permitted. 


SE 


My Count now redoubled his gates 
vours of p pleafing me, and heayen knows - 
that he was the moſt deſerving perſon that 
can be imagined. He was yirtuous and 
ſenſible before he commenced ſoldier, and 
therefore he had not in the leaſt partook 
of that roughneſs, - which is peculiar t0' 
that, ſtation of life. He was goodneſs and 
philanthropy itſelf, and yet he was ſo re- 
ſpeed in his houſe, that the leaſt beck of 
his eye had the effect of the ſtricteſt com- 
mand. He ſeemed perfectly to obey me; 
it was not poſſible for him to deny me a- 
ny thing. Every thing I liked was pleaſ- 
ing to him. Notwithſtanding all this ten- 
derneſs, he knew how to preſerve a cer - 
tain reſpect, ſo that I could not help con- 
ſulting his pleaſure more than my will, 
and in fact ordered nothing, but what he 
himſelf would have done, if he would 
have ordered any thing. He was very 
-D orderly 


| oy ; 1 
. 
orderly in all his affairs, and yet ſeldom 
tied himſelf to time. He laboured, when 


be found himſelf fo diſpoſed, and conti- 


nued whilſt in this diſpoſition ; but he 
could alſo break off, when he found no 
inclination to work. Conſequently he was 
. conſtantly cheerful, becauſe he never toil- 
ed, and had always time for recreation, 
becauſe he never ſquandered away his 
time in vain efforts. He had collected 
a conſiderable library. I underſtood 
French and ſome Latin and Italian. The 
library became in a ſhort time, near my 
conſort's fide, my favourite place. He 
read to me the moſt intereſting paſſages, 
out of the hiſtorical, witty, and moral 
books, and thus imperceptibly inſtilled 
into my mind his own taſte. And tho? 
I could not always tell why certain things 
appeared beautiful or otherwiſe, yet my 
feeling was ſo exact, that I ſeldom de- 
ceived myſelf, Our married ſtate was no- 


thing but love, and our life nothing but 
pleaſure. 


- 
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pleaſure, We had ſcarce. any company 
but ourſelves, My Count entertained me, 
and I him, and our aged father entertain- 
ed us both, This venerable fage of 70 
years, ſupplied the place of fix perſons, 
His knowledge of the world, his uſeful 
learning, his compoſed and honeſt heatt 
made him always lively in his converſati- 
on. I can ſay, that for three years I ne- 
ver ſaw him diſcompoſed, no not one 
hour; for ſo long did we enjoy his com- 
pany before he died. O God! how edi- 
fying was his exit! ſeven days before his 
departure, his legs began to ſwell. The | 
ſcelling encreaſed, . every day prog 
noſticated his approaching end. He aſk- 
ed the phyſician how long he might laſt. 
Probably, was his anſwer, not above three 
days. Very well, replied the old Count, 
God be praiſed that my pilgrimage is 
drawing ſo near to its period. Thus E 
have only three days more to live, to 
give an account to my creator of my life 
ſpent 


_ 
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ſpent in this world, I cannot Employ 
the femaining days better, than to ſer an 
example to my family, how happily and 
eaſily a Chriftian can die, He then called | 
for all his fervants. He praiſed their 


faithfullneſs, and exhorted them as a fa- 


ther, to have the fear of God always be- 
fore their eyes. I, he continued, hive 
been your lord and ' maſter. Death res 


moves this difference, and 1 go into än- 


other world, where you will be placed in 
an equality with me, and receive the fame 


reward and happineſs for the performante 
of your duties, as 1 expect for mine: 


Farewell my children} whoever. loves me, 


let him promiſe me, as the. greateſt pleas 
fure you can give me, to follow my ad- 
vice and inſtructions. He then ordered a 


ſum of money to be diſtributed among 
them. This, and the following day he 
ſent for his vaſſals and ſpoke to them in 
the ſame ſtrain. He forgave them all the 
taxes and debts due to him; and every 

| ONC 


1 
Y one was allowed to aſk a favour of him. 
1 The number of poor was but ſmall ; for 
i WU he had not withheld his benevolence from 
a | them, nor deferred it till his end. Their 
q grief may eaſily be conceived, Every one 


- bemoaned the loſs of a father in him. 
. The dying Count then inquired, if there 
- be any one elſe-in the houſe, that had not 
dE taken leave of him. I told him Lknew of - 


none, except the ſoldiers that waited on 
my conſort. Theſe allo, he ſaid, are my dear 
people; they ought before all others to 
learn to know what it is to die, fince they 
have death daily before them. Let them. 
come in! Upon this four men entered the 
chamber, whoſe eyes ſpoke intrepidity. 
and fierceneſs. The old Count addreſſed 
them in an affectionate manner, and 
had ſcarce begun, before they all weept 
Ike children. He inquired how long they 
had ſerved? They had borne arms above 
twenty years. O! ſaid the old Count, 
you. defer ve reſt after ſuch a long fatigue.. 
D 4 My 
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My ſon ſhall grant you your difnniffion 3 


and you may ſettle in my village, and T 
will allow you for life, the ſame pay you 
now have. One of them afterwards did a 


conſiderable ſervice to my Count. 


The night preceding his departure came 
on. He aſked the Doctor once more how 
long he could live; and heard with the 
oreateſt firmneſs, that he could ſcarce hold 
out twenty-four hours more. He then 
aſked for ſomething to eat. He ate and 
drank a glaſs of wine. Good God! he 
faid, it reliſhes now at my departure, as 
well as it did fifty years ago: had I not 
led a temperate life, I could not now en- 
joy this refreſhment. Now, he continued, 
before I take my final leave'of this world, 


I will fleep a few hours. He ſlept three 


hours. He then called for me, and re- 5 


queſted me to fetch him a manuſcript out 


of his bureau. This was a Journal of his 
life for forty years paſt; which he deſired 
me to read to him till day begun to dawn. 


= wy a wF 


K 
He chen made a fervent prayer, and 


thanked God for all his love and favours 
enjoyed in this world, and entreated him, 


for the Redeemer's ſake, to grant him e- 
verlaſting happineſs in the world to come. 
He embraced his ſon and me, and began 
to weep. Theſe tears (ſaith he) are the 
firſt I have ſhed theſe forty years. They. 


are ho marks of fear or anxiety, but of 


: Cw You have made my life happy; 


but the happinefs I expect after death, 
makes it bearable to take my leave of you. 


Be faithful in your love, and enjoy life, 
which providence has appointed for hap- 
pineſs and virtue. He then gave me ſome 
hints how to educate my children, in caſe 

I ſhould have any. And, in theſe endea- 
vours of — even his poſterity happy, 


he departed. . 
We lived after this t years on our 


eſtate, with the greateſt ſatisfaction ima- 
ginable. At laſt my Count received or- 


9 * 
er 
8 4+ ; 


ders to appear at Court, and I e 
nied him. 8 5 . 
I was ſcarce arrived at Court, "before I 
was univerſally. admired and careſſed. 
None, it ſeemed, was ſo beautiful and 
_ admired as myſelf. In the midſt of thouſ- 
and flatterers I could ſcarce recollect my- 
felf. To my great misfortune my hu 
band received orders to march, and I was 
obliged to ſtay. It was ſaid I ſhould-foon 
follow him ; but three months elapſed be- 
fore I got ſight of him again. All the 
philoſophy my uncle, conſort, and his 
father had taught me, was ſcarce ſuffici- 
ent to keep me from vanity and pride. 
The profuſe honours heaped upon me 
from all quarers, were very dangerous for 
a young and handſome woman, on making 
her firſt appearance at Court. | 
A certain Prince of S*, a favourite at 
Court, who had a conſort, and not the 
moſt honourable views in regard to me, 
tried to avail himſelf of my Count's ab- 
ſence. 


{CS 1 


ſence. He ſheued me uncommon reſpect 
on every occaſion, and with a ſtriking e- 


clat. He ventured ſometimes to give 


hints, which 1 deteſted and abhorred. But ifs 
ſtill I did not ſufficiently reſiſt the reſpect | 
which he continually intermixed in his dif- 

courſes, - I was as faithful as a woman can 


be; but not ſtrict enough i in my outward 


deportment. This made the Prince mots 
bold. He walted on me one aftern601 


without previous notice: he catrelfec 


and flattered me; but prectiving ſome pi 


berty and rudeneſs i in him, 1 ſaid give me 
leave to notify to your ſpouſe that you | Rave 
honoured me with your company, in or- 
der to have the favour of herbs alſo, She is is 


already (he replied) in my mind preſent. 
And my Count, I anſwered, is alſo with 


me, altho' in the field, Upon Which he 


made a cold compliment, and withdrew. 


How vindictive this Prince proved, the 
wall will ſhew. 755 
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My Count returned, but was forbid to 
appear at Court. This was the firſt re- 
yenge of an incenſed Prince. We retired 
to our eſtate. I diſcloſed to my conſort, 
. without reſerve, the whole cauſe of his 
diſgrace, and beged his pardon a thouſand 
times. I can very well acquieſce (faith he) 
in my misfortune. Lou may ſafely con- 
tinue to injure me by your virtue; and 1 
ſhall all my lifetime thank you. for it. I 
forſaw i it that the court would prove dan- 
gerous to you; that you would be admir- 
ed, and that you would ſcarce have pre- 
ſence of mind to withſtand from the firſt 
moment, all the temptations of reſpectful 
flatteries. The diſgrace I ſuffer, is no- 
thing elſe but a ſure "proof, that 1 have a 
virtuous and highly derſerving wife, 


; We lived as happy as ever in the coun- 
try. And in order to feel the loſs of our 
deceaſed father as little as poſſible, my 
Count took Mr. R**, the former com- 


n on his travels, to our houſe, Tho! 
gil 
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ve, and his diſcretion equally great. In 


8 ) 


ſtill but a young gentleman, in a large 


company he was good for nothing, but 


to fill an empty place. Wben he ſaw 
many people, he ſeemed inanimate, and 


was dumb: but in converſation with 


three or four acquaintances, exceedingly 


agreeable, * His reading was very exten- 


1 


regard to virtue and friendſhip, he was 


ſtrict to exceſs. Melancholly as his mein 
was, he was tranquillity and reſignation 


itſelf. But it ſeemed, as if he did not ſo 
much partake of the diverſions himſelf, 
as to take pleaſure 1 in ſeeing others pleaſed. 


His ſtudy was to make all men reaſon- 


able, and to make reaſonable men happy. 
For that reaſon he did not like great com- 


panies, becauſe of the great reſtraint, 


and unnatural civilities attending them, 


which hinder a free and reaſonable con- 
verſation. He remained diſintereſted in 
all his actions, and rather too indifferent 


about preferment and poſts of honour, 


Hy pocrites 


$ 36 5 
| Hypocrites were his greateſt enemies. 
And he believed that they were more per- 
nicious to ſociety, than all hereticks and 
. libertines. He ſerved a Poor man. with p 
greater joy than a rich one. And when 
aſked for his reaſon, he ſaid, I am afraid : 
| the rich will repay me, and by a great 
reward force me to be a carrier of his opi- 
nions, and a furtherer of his paſſions. He 
had a clever ſervant, who only attended 
him a couple of hours every day. As he 
aſked his maſter one day in our preſence, 
if he had any employment for him: He 
ſaid: Do you think you are in the world 
for no other end, than to mind my dreſs ? 
Will you die” as ignorant as you were 
born? When you are at leiſure, ſit down, 
and conſider what man is; and you will 
find employment enough. He furniſhed 
bim with ſeveral books: and when he 
helped to undreſs him, he muſt give an 
account how he had ſpent the day. Who- 
ever is aſhamed (he ſaid} to make a man 

ſenſible 


> 
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1 
ſenſible and virtuous, becauſe poor, doth 


not. deſerve; to. be called a man. My 
Count loved Mr. R. as his. own bro- 


ther, and; we never reſolved upon any 


thing of conſequence without his advice. 
About this time, my- Count received 


orders for marching, Sweden being in- 
volved /in war with Poland. Now my 
miſery commenced. My conſort was 
commanded to defend a narrow and dan- 


gerous paſs; but was ſo unfortunate, as 
to loſe it, together with his men. It 


was believed, that the prince of S** was 


at the bottom of this intrigue, with a 
view to ruin my huſband, Therefore, my 


conſort was tried, and being charged 
with not doing his duty to his utmoſt, 


he was ſentenced to be beheaded, O! 


into what conſternation was I thrown by 


the following letter from him! 
« Adieu, eternally adieu! my 55 be- 


loved! It has been pleaſing to provides 
to decree my death, It is not unexpec- 


1 
[27 


1 courage the, proc og ah 
in the applauſe of the world, than br 
Zood conſciencee. Righteous Godt” 1 
muſt die by the ſword, becauſe I am a 
cuſed of not having uſed it properly for 
the defence of my country. Heaven 
knows, that I am innocent: * five 
wounds I received in my defence, teſtify | 
that I did my duty. The Prince de 8“, 
whom you have offended by your virtue, 
is undoubtedly the cauſe of my cruel 
we your huſband. It is'a much leſs Sine 
than if he hag robbed you of your virtur. 
Be content, my dear, and pray that I may 
encounter death with the fame preſence 
of mind that I now enjoy. My" wounds 


are dangerous. Would to God they were 

mortal, that I might eſcape the reproach 
of ſuffering publickly as a  malefattor, 8 
Five da ayg, hence, 1 ſhall be exccuted. | 


a leave digthe honeſt Mr. 5 K 
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my name. Hewi not deſert yow in your | 
ee I have petitioned the king 
not to take my poſſeſſions from you; but 
queſtion whether he with grant it. Be 
unconcerned . my faithful friend i Fly 
whether you can, to eſcape ; the Prince's 
devices,” Adieu, 0 that he oab 
were come. 0 * why mn 
wickim of my enemies 


will mest Jrinks wich. fot . 


ade. Adiew, once more moſt: te ; 
beloved! I feel this moment an extrabr- 
dinary weakneſs ſeiſing my whole body. 
he chaplain of my regiment calls; 
Iwill beg the Favour of bim to dehver 1 
you this. Take courage. I love vou "i 
eternally, and ſhall certainly meet you ig . 
* the next world.” „ * 
155 1 cannot poſſiby Auſtribe u wy: y anguiſh 
I at reading this letter. Language is 
never poorer than when we want te ex 
preſs the feelings of love and pain. I 
+ have told the whole, when I own, that. 
I was 
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I was perfectly ſtunned for ſeveral days. 
All comforts drawn from reaſon and re- 
| ligion were ineffectual, and they rather 
inereaſed my grief, becauſe they could 
not remove it. The day fixed for my 
Count's execution, now came. What 
horror! I ſpent the whole day with tears 
and prayers, and felt more than once 
the fatal ſtroke, that ſhould ſever my 
huſband's head from his body. None 
ſtood ſo faithfully by me in my diſtreſs, 
as honeſt Mr. R**, He complained and 
wept with me, and acquired by his grief. 
and ſympathy, ſo much advantage, that 
I liſtened! to thoſe conſolations wheres 
with he endeavoured to comfort me. 
Within eight days the poſtillion of my 
huſband arrived, and brought advice, that 
my Count died, three days before he was 
to ſuffer,” of his wounds, Melancholly 
as this intelligence was, yet it alleviated 
in ſome meaſure my heart- felt pain, I 


exclaimed! As a hero he died of his 
5 wounds: 


at 


viſed me in my huſband's Name, 


not again be « PO 


wounds: bo was not * to ſee that 


horrible apparatus attending executi- 


ons, which are worſe. than. death itſelf; 


Now I am eaſy. enquired whether he 
had been honourably. interred ; and was: 


anſwered, that that could not be done, 
ſince the village, where he died, was at- 
tacked that very night by the enemy und 


the battalion that watched my 492. art, 
was forced to flie with great precip kation. 
ion; followed, 


In this retreat, the p 
and the chaplain of my huſband's regi 


ment had procured him opportunity; . 
by means of a detachment, to return, in 


order to bring me e and of. 
my conſort's jewels; © 5 wag 
The chaplain had alſo 1 


Sweden as ſoon as poſſible, tfrat Tinight 
oſed to the Brinite's luſt 
B f ore my | huſband's death, 


confilcated, I therefore relolved to Mic, 
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the crown. 


and begged Mr. R * to leave Sweden 
with me. We gave out that we only i in- 
tended to viſit the other eſtates, and took 


ö nothing along but the Chatoulle, i in which 


were a thouſand ducats, jewels, lockets, 
& c. our capital my huſband had lent to 

Our plate we left behind, 
and came in eompany with the above- 
mentioned meſſenger, and Mr. R 36 
ſervant, beyond the borders of the king- 
dom. We ſoon after were informed, that 


our goods were ſeized, and that we had 


been purſued ſeveral miles. We were 


now in Livonia; but ſtill I was not ſafe. | 


The prince wanted to have me in his 
power. My "uncle, who conducted me 
to Sweden, was dead, and I knew not in 
what country I ſhould ſeek a retreat. 
My conductor was my counſellor. He 
propoſed Holland, becauſe he had friends 
at Amſterdam, and he affured me, that 
I would like that place. Here, faith he, 


you can reſide a a fow years, till circum- 


 Aancey 


T7: 


ſtances alter in Sweden. Perhaps you 


may ſucceed ſo far, by and by, as to re- 
cover, by petition, rn of your huſband's 
poſſeſſions, 


My fear of falling i into the reve 
prince's hands, made every other country 
more eligible than my own. I therefore 
reſolved to go with him to Amſterdam, 


and I greatly wiſhed, that my Count's 


late favourite might ' accompany me 


' thither. We were eighteen miles diſtant 


from her habitation; for we ſuppoſed 
that ſhe ſtill refided on one of my confort's 
eſtates, which he poſſeſſed in Livonia, 


Mr. R * * ſet out to enquire after her. 
He was ſcarce gone, when the poſtillion 
informed me, that he had ſeen Caroline 


in the church of the village, where T 


lived incognito, but that he had not 


ſpoken with her. 1 ſent him for-her, and 
in a few hours I had her, to my great 
joy, with me. During the eight years 


that wy — not ſeen her, ſhe had loft ſome- 
eng 


x 44 1 
thing of her attracting n but no: 
thing of her agrecableneſs. I told her 


my caſe, and aſxed her if ſhe would go 
with me to Holland. She ſhed thouſands: . 
of tears at my diſtreſs, and the love 1 
Kill bore her. Tou behave. (ſhe, ad) ] 

with too great indulgence towars Js me. 
You ſhew me the greateſt tenderneſs, and 
have perhaps reaſon to hate me. I eſteem 

it my greateſt misfoctune, that I cannot 
follow you; for I have been ill this Jaſt b 
year, for ſo long it is ſince I left your. +} 
huſband's eftate, and removed hither, 
and you may eaſily ſee that it is not poſ- 
ſihle for me to perform ſuch a long jour- 
ney with you. Meanwhile, I ſwear to 
vou, that in caſe I recover, nothing in 
the world ſhall hinder me from following 
ou. And in order to eonvince you of 
the integrity of my promiſe, I. will, give 
you my fon along, if it be not trouble 
ſome to you. He is with me. I have 

e a ſmall — in this village, 

Vith 5 | 
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with the money your conſort's father gave 


me; and 1 not only offer it to you, as your 


reſidence, . but with the greateſt pleaſure, 
as your property, Would to God! you 


could live undifcovered with me—hoyw, ]¾] 
happy ſhould we be together ! My deſire 


to ſerve you would the ſooner reſtore me 
to my health. heat | 


1 ventured to go to vi Mile habitat. 
on. I found no riches, no ſuperfluity 


there; but order and conveniency, which 


teſtified the owner's good taſte, In 


her beſt chamber, I found a number .of 
good books, and ſhe was ſo polite as to 


ſay, that they were her ſon's, though her 
own, They were French and Swediſh 
books that my Count much valued; 
and I could eaſily gueſs to whom ſhe was 
indebted for this good choice. My 


Count's picture was placed under the 
looking-glaſs. As ſoon as ſhe: perceived 


that it took my eye, ſhe niade a preſent 
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"4 - of ſs to me, and owned ane it was 58 
e painting, for ſhe bad. an excellent 
de ic miniature Hänniag, I though | 
ir ctuelty to rob her of itz 00 therefore 
begged her to keep it, till ſhe could draw 
another copy . ᷣͤ n 
ler fon was ſcarce witten years old. 
He was a fine ſprightly boy. She. bad 
nmitted him in his tender years to the 
care of à proper poerſon, and had only ſent 
for him upon a viſit of a few weeks, be⸗ 
eauſe ſhe did not expect to ſurvive ber ill⸗ 
neſs! She alſo gave me to underſtand, that 
the had hadꝭ a daughter by my late ſpouſe, 
She was delivered of her in Holland, 

and had left her with her brother, a mers . 
chant at Haag, partly at his qa) | 
and partly for other reaſons; but the de- 
parted this life in her ſixth year, as her 
brother had informed her. I could; wih, 
ſhe continued, that you would take up 
le with my brother in Holland, 
But, as far as 1 know, he is not in the 


- beſt circumſtances.” L have-had; 10 


— — 


count of him this log time, and do | "Y : 
1 Pb 1 * 


e eee kt: * 

Mr. Re came mh 
from his Vain expedition. It was 
ume a where v. 1 me 


E 


my 
| 
77 
_ 
2 
7 
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8 2 „ great © loſs © us. 
This honeſt fellow. gave his maſter four 

"WH Hundred ducats, before he expired. 
This mon 1 have acq 


o 


n poor ſervice, and by your;generg 
5 and I am glad that I can return it 


£ 


you again. I have to thank your. 


i neſs, f inſtructions. and example, 
T die with c 1 555 reſi . 


80 ceftain is; it, that we. 
meaneſt hu 
provided we 
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him as a Girvan and a Qave, but as a t 
creature committed to our care, and 1 
born as well as ourſelves to anſwer the t 
, Creator univerſal deſign. e 5 1 


We now left Caroline, and ſet out in " 
company with her ſon; and ſhe pro- 0 
miſed, as ſoon as ſhe had ordered her b 
affairs, to follow us. We arrived n 
ſafe and well at Amſterdam. Mr. R**'s 5 


uncle, with whom we intended to lodge, Wl * 
was dead, but his daughter was living. 1 
She knew Mr. R** as ſoon as ſhe ſaw f 
him; for he had travelled with my Count hy 
through Holland. She gave us a friend- il t 
ly reception, and her huſband was alſo a i 


ſenſible and obliging man. I diſcloſed b 
my caſe to them, and begged them not 
only to conceal my rank, but to forget 
it, and to conſider me only as an unfor - . 


tunate friend. They had already been f 
appriſed by the Gazette, of my Count's h 
fate: and if I had poſſeſſed no other C 
Qualifications, to excite regard and affec- {: 
- tion 
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tion in theſe people, my misfortunes 
would have be ren a ſtrong recommenda- 
tion. Yea, I perceived, that a great miſ- 

fortune produces the; ſame effect in the 
minds of many people, which proſperity. 
doth : we are eſteemed; becauſe we have 
been great ſufferers or loſers, and our 
misfortune is made our merit; juſt as 
our good luck is deemed our perfection, 
though we have often had no hand i in it. 
In a word, theſe people ſnewed me, be- 
fore I knew them, more reſpect and fa- 
vour, than I could expect. They gave 
the greateſt part of their houſe to lodge 
in; but I choſe only a couple of cham- 
bers. And in order not to be burthen- 
ſome to theſe good people, I told Mr. 
R**, that 1 was inclined to turn my 
jewels into money, and to put the capital 
in trade with his couſin. He. told me:that 
he had diſpoſed of the four hundred du- 
cats, which his ſervant left him, in the 
ſame manner. Our good- naturet hoſt ſold; 


4 50 1 
my jewels for twelve thouſand dollars, 
and ſaid, inſtead of intereſt, he would 


give me a juſt proportion of the profit of 


. his merchandize. This 1 declined, and 


propoſed to him, to lodge and board me 
and my two companions for the intereſt. 
Here I lived as peaceably as I could wiſh. 


Mr. R. had Caroline's ſon with him: 


and ſince he had no employment, he 
aſſumed one, and educated this youth 
with as much care as a perſon can do 
who ſeeks his reward in his conſciouſneſs. 
of noble views, and uſeful deeds. And: 
Ol how much would many great ones 
_ envy inferiors and un-applauded men, if 
they knew the reward, which the remem- 
brance of their laudable views and good 
actions, is ſure to beſtow? He taught 
bim the languages and ſciences, and in- 
ſtilled into his mind the moſt exalted 
ſentiments of religion and virtue. What 
his inſtructions could not effect, his ex- 
f ample did. The ſcholar imitated his 
LL Ls | maſter, 
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waſter, and 1 his pains, by a 
folid underſtanding and a good heart.. 
1 ſpent moſt of my time in ſtudy, if a 
lady may be allowed the expreſſion with- 
out vanity. ' Commonly I ſpent an hour 
every day with our young ſcholar, and 
inſtructed him in the polite and genteel 
accompliſhments of good breeding, "whiclt 
young men often rather learn from the 
ladies. I endeavoured by my earneſtneſs 
to moderate his youthful fire. I became 
reſerred to him, and acted different per · 
ſons, that, OF: converſation Fight | not. bon 


every interview. find. fanething new. 
With my hoſteſs's daughter, 2 girl ot 
eight years of age, 1 ſpent many an hour. 
1 tauglit her French, marking, knitting 
and ſinging. In ſhort, I ed a very quiet 
life. My hoſt and his wife accommodat- 
ed themſclves to my taſte, and learned 
from my converſation what amuſements 
would be moſt pleaſing to me. They 
„ —ͤĩ 1 
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never introduced me into large companies! | 


Fhey never interrupted my ſolitude, ex- 
cept I chofe to be interrupted.” I neither 
needed to command nor to requeſt a'plea- 
ſure; I had only to chufe. In our houfe, 
I paſizd for a relation of the hoſteſs; 
And thoſe that converſed with me Knew 
no better, My privacy did not oblige 

me to maintain the ſh; ning and trouble- 
tome character of a perſon of diſtinction; ; 
and this was a great advantage to me. 
Had it been known that I was a  Coutitels? 

inſtead of admiring me, my  qualificati- 
ons would have been regarded only as 
the neceſſary appendages of my rank: 

or at moſt, I ſhould then only have been 
reſpected, whereas now I was both reſ- 
pected and | beloved, and Oy" company 
deſired. a7 


I had * ſpent four years t Amd 


dam, and at different times put Caroline 


in mind by letters, to come to me, and 


to put her in mind of her promiſe; but 


bangs 8 >. : 
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the Gab way. - Her. ſon' was nom to 
chuſe his path of life, and ſhewed a pre- 
ferable inclination for the army; and Mr. 
R** was ſo far from diſſuading, that he 
rather encouraged his choice. Men of 

addreſs and good breeding, he aid, are 

no where more uſeful and needful than 
where there are many of the contrary 5 
ſtamp. I adviſe you to tommence a ſol- 
dier, and to ſhew that you can be intrepid, 
heroic, ſtrict, and at the ſame time wiſe, 
prudent and affrctionate. As long as 
you attend to religion and a good conſci · 
ence; you cannot look upon deatli with 
indifference, but wait for it without fear, 
and never avoid it out of cowardice. 
This is true heroiſm. We bought him 

_ an enſign's-cortitpiffion z-andche joined his 8 
regiment, auch 1 * 
on the borders of * CORE 

But, now comes "one of he molt un- 
common occurrences of my life, in which 
ſuch as love rank, and do not know 

n human 


ww 
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human. nature its tendency and pe 
perties, but meaſures it according to 
birth and rank among one another, will 


ſcarcely forgive my conduct. I was ſtill in 


beſt years, and the gracefulneſs of my ; 
figure had not yet forſaken me, at leaſt 


no otherwiſe than. thoſe. light touches in 


a delicate painting, that are ſcarcely miſ- 


ſed; Several Hollanders of good fami- 


lies and great fortunes courted me; but 
in vain. A perſon that had ſuch an excel- 


lent conſort as I had, could not but be 
nice in ny choice, and ' ſomewhat ſelf- 


willed, in point of love. But though 


none of my lovers obtained their end 
yet they ſtirred · up the remembrance. of 
the ſweetneſs of love in me. Thou may - 


eſt think, in order to get rid of theſe 
gentry, I reſolved Upon 2 choice. This 


reaſon for marrying, | is far - fetehec 
indeed, Yet I pretend to adopt this 
maxim, becauſe in fact 1 had in ſecret 


2 choice 


£ 


A 


: * 
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a choice. Mr. R came! one a . 
noon into my apartment, and aſked 
me whether I had yet reſolved in regard AF 
to my choice of one. of my ſuitors ?; Bo 
you adviſe me, I ſaid,” to marry again? 
Not, ſaid he, till-I ſee your own heart 
has counſelled you. Vou know my ſin- 
cerity, and know alſo, that I eſteem no- 
thing to conſtitute happineſs, which: we 
do not deſire and freely chuſe. Among 
your many admirers, none pleaſes mm 
better than Mr. Van H ——; not becauſe 
he is a man of letters, but becauſe he has 
many advantages, abſtractedly conſidered 
from his learning and weighty offices, that 
inſpire love, and enable him to love. 1 
am certainly in the right, when I affirm, 
chat he is a truly deſerving perſon; hut 
ſtill I would not have you build upon my 
judgment. It i is true, I conſider the man 98 
in the ſame point of view with yourſelf; "i 
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but not with the ſame. feelings; I love 
him as a friend, and as ſuch he may be _ 
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| to you, and maths »of your 
vr; but it doth not follow for all thatz, 
that he can be equally acceptable in the 
qualty uf huſband. The make of bu 
heart is ſuch, that it withdraws its love 


from an agreeable perſon, the very mo- 
ment it is to be united in the cloſeſt bonds. 


Perhaps, continned he, another may be 


more acceptable to you as a huſband, 


though he may pleaſe my * e as. 
a friend. . | 6 

1 aſſured him, hs I voila; follow his 
vv as ſoon as -I had conſulted: my 


on inelination. Why, continued 8 
Yo not you marry? O] faid he, I cer- 


tainly ſhould ere now, if my circum- 


: ances and love had adviſed me to 


marry. My love and my philoſophy 


are at variance: | A truly happy marriage, 
according to every dictate of ſound real 


ſon, is undoubtedly the greateſt happineſs 
ef focial life. Shew me but a perſon chit © 


i wiede, and that will affure you, that 
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ſhe Filder to poſſeſs =P 1554 1 will pre- 2 


ſently, as ſoon as I know her, with the 
- greateſt ſatisfaction, chuſe her a for wife. 
þ It is a duty incumbent on us all, to make 


life as agreeable and pleaſant as poſſible: 
And if it is probable, that this end can 
be obtained by love, then we are bound to 
love and to marry. But, anſwered I, as 
long as I have known you, you have always 
appeared very indifferent towards our ſex} 
How is it that you how ſpeak in favout 
of love? 'I deſire you, replied he, not to 
#onfound diſeretion with indifferency. 1 
know a man's love may become as intole- 
rable to another, as his Hatred, © "Froth- -_ 
this motive 1 have been cautious, but not 2 
indifferent towards the fair ſex. F'know _ 
a a perſon, faid'T; that loves you, and! 
do not believe that ſhe is diſpleaſing to 1 
you: but 1 do not know for all that, ; 
whether ſhe is the perſon with whom you 
would enter into the cloſeſt union. He 


ſeemed * and aſked ten times, who 
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that perſon was. I kept him Jong? in fut 
penſe, and at laſt promiſed to ſhew her 


to him in the afternoon. Accordingly . 
ſent him my portrait, with a billet to this 
effect. 

* . did the ob that 12 5 you, 
look in her youth. At firſt ſhe only en- 


tertained friendſhip and. gratitude: towards 


vou. Time and your worth has changed 
theſe emotions into love. The deareſt 
friend of my late conſort, has the firſt 
claim to my heart. You, haye behaved 

in ſuch. a magnanimous and virtuous man- 


der towards. me, that, I muſt love, your 
Anfwer me by a line. Don't excuſe 


yourſelf with yqur ſtation in life. . You 


have merit. What is inequality of rank 


to people of ſenſe? War need not mind 


the unreaſonable part of mankind, and 


nobody here baue any ' Wing. of 1 favs 
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and after his death, had behaved as if he 
never would careſs me, was now maſter 


of ſuch addreſs and demonſtrations of 
tenderneſs; that I now ſhould have begun | 


to love him, if T had not loved him be- 
fore. Now, ſaid he, you have given me 
leave to let you ſee my heart. And now 
I can without imputation of a fault, on 
what my deep reſpe& for you has hithert; 


ſuppreſt. Heaven knows ! I ſcarce could 


think of the happineſs you now offer me: 
and if I even had entertained ſuch a 
thought, yet my little ſelf-love would 
never have perm itred me to purfve 
There is no- | nothing ' remain- 
ing to complete. my happineſs, but 


that you convince me, that T am rug 2 
f 
the happieſt of mottals. Ih Were we 


of you, and then 1 will eſteem 


went to our hoſteſs, and told her out de · 


termination, at which ſſie, as well as her 

huſband, Tejoiced exceedingly. Our capi- 
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lived quite comfortably upon it. But 


haved as before, in the moſt obliging 


ſpouſe, or to ſpeak in a leſs elevated ſtile, 


as my firſt conſort. He equalled, if not 


muſt have ſeen him ſeveral times, muſt 


5 taken with ladies in general. Enough, 


1 


double the ſam, ſo that we could have ; 


our friendly hoſt would not let us leave 
his houſe. He kept our money, and be- 


manner. Thus. Mr. R** was now my 


my dear huſband. I loved him, I ſin- Bi 
cerely own, exceedingly, and as tenderly. | 


ſurpaſſed him in genius, but as to perſon, 
he did not come up to him. His figure 
was regular and proportionable, but he 
did not charm at the firſt ſight, One, 


have converſed with him, before an) 
inclination to love him. But ſtill 
will not maintain, that he would have, 


he pleaſed me, and 1 found every day in, 
h. s. converſation, new 1 reaſons to love him. 


He was near forty years of age, and he, 


had not altered in his looks, "pm os 
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time I firſt ſaw him with my late Count. m_ 
His quiet and orderly manner of living 

preſerved him in health, as if he no. 
firſt began to live. Who could be hap- 

pier than we? Our happineſs' waz-unob>; | 


* 


| 8 * 


N 


ſerved by others, and the more quietly 

| could we enjoy = We lived without 

commanding and without obeying. We 
needed give no account of our actions, 

but to ourſelves, We had more than we 

wanted, and conſequently enough to do 

good unto others. Our company ſuited 


our inclination, We were retired in a 


moſt populous city. We could enter- 
tain ourſelves with the nobleſt of amuſe - 
ments, reading and thinking. We: ſtu- 
died without any one wondering at us. 


We ſtudied for our own repoſe. And 
indeed, to compriſe the whole in few 


words, our marriage had no other alter- 


native, but to pleaſe and to be pleaſed. 

Many people cannot bear to hear the love 

of married PR ſo tenderly 'delineated, | 
G _' becauſe 
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becauſe marriage often rather Abe "Hh 
than encreaſes love. But ſuch perſons do 
not know what wonders are wrought in 
the married ſtate, by circumſpection and 
prudence: theſe keep up love, and fur- 
ther its progreſs, as the heart by its mo- ; 
tion the circulation of the blood. It is 
true that the ſame degree of tenderneſs 
cannot conſtantiy be enjoyed in the mar- 
ried ſtate; but if there be a true recipro- 

cal love, it can be kept up in its full vi- 
vacity, to the lateſt years. Our ſenſati- 
ons may in ſome meaſure abate, but this 
abatement ſignifies very little. That per- 
ſon has full ſatisfaction as long as he 
has ſo much as the meaſure of his feeling 
deſires. In ſhort, after many years, we 
were equally enamoured in one another, 
as when we began firſt to love. Let no 
man think, that becauſe we were lovers 
of the ſciences, we only loved our ſouls. | 
Notwithſtanding all my books, I always 
guns at the Ss (cs love of ſpirit 8 
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as our ſoul, . | Whoever. would perſvade 
us, that he loves nothing elſe in A perſon 
but the perfection of his ſoul or ſpirit, 
ſuch a one either ſpeaks againſt” his con- 


ſcience, or does not know what be ſays. 


The ſenſual love that. has the body for its 


only object, is the offspring of little ſouls. 
And the love to ſpirits, that only aſſoci- 


ates with the properties of the ſoul, is a. 


phantom of ſome proud ſcholaſtic dream- 
ers, who ſeem. aſhamed, that heaven has 
given them a body; and which, if brought 
to the teſt,. they would part. with greater 
reluctance than ten ſouls. 4 


1 


But I return to my 9 We notified 


our marriage to Charleſon, Caroline's fon; . 
and invited him to pay us a viſit if poſſible z. - 


for we had not ſeen him for four. years, 
He informed us, that he was become 
tenant, that he was well, ard. that be had 


a few weeks ago married a young lady, 


who to pleaſe him had left the nunnerx. 


T he body n to our nature, 3. as well | 
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He could tell us nothing bock her pa-. 
rentage, as ſhe was put into the cloiſter 

in her fixth year, and was known there by 

the name of Mariane: ſhe might poſſibly 
be dſecended from mean extraction, yet 
he thought her ſo much deſerving his af. 
fection, that he only wiſhed to riſe in the 
world in order to raiſe her. For Charle- 
ſon knew nothing further about his def. 
cent, than that his father was ſteward to 
my firſt Conſort's eſtates, and died when 
he was young. He preſſed us much to 

take a trip to Haag, as his quarters were 
in that neighbourhood. This news gave 


us more concern than joy. We apprehend- 
ed there had been leſs conſideration than 


love! in that match. Meanwhile we ſent him 
two hundred ducats, to enable him the bet. 

ter to regulate his family affairs. We promi- 
ſed to viſit him as ſoon as the ſeaſon of 

the year and my ſituation would permit, 
for I was brought to bed of a daughter. 
The following ſpring we ſet out for Haag; 


we 


* - 


135 


we found in Charlefon ard his wiſe, 4 
married pair deſerving each other. Ma- 
riane was an exceeding. handſome woman: 
her complexion fair, and had a pair of: 


large blue languiſhing eyes, that ſeemed. 
aſhamed to be the hetrayers ef her afftc- 
rionate heart. And if. the other featums 


of her face were not of equal beauty and 
ſymmetry; yet on- account of. her eyes, 
ſhe merited the appellation of. beauty. As 
for her good ſenſe. I will not ſay, a great 
deal ſhe was educated ina cloiſter. Her: 
harmleſs and. upright-kearts would have- 


compenſated a: want. of. wit 4 a thouſand: 
times, if ſhe .even-had-poſſeſked leſs pene- 


tration chan ſhe actually did. The baſh- - 


fulneſs of the Nun was ſtill viſible ; in her; 


and even this baſhfulneſs comported itſelf 1 
ſo well with her. innocence, that its ab- 
: ſence; would have. been a loſs. . Tea E 


her feen 15 as.a a \ Gale jg 6 cer-- 
tain circumſtances. can become a beauty, 
F 1 kek 
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1 ſeek words in vain, to deſetibe Nr 
affection for her huſpand. Let us repre- 


ſent to ourſelves an agreeable, rey, freſhs | 
coloured man; for ſuch was Charleſon; 
and at the ſame time a young lady natu- 


rally affectionate, who from her infancy 
nad been a Nun, in whom the ſweet ſen. 


ſations were become the more powerful 
n proportion as they had been reſtrained 
and oppoſed by the rigid rules of chaſtity, 
and the intolerable diſcipline of a cloiſter— 
and the ſeemingly languiſhing and ſtill fla- 
ming love of this young lady may in ſome 


meaſure be conceived. I was as well ſa- 


tisfied with Charleſon's choice, as my huſ- 
band and we were ſo pleaſed with their con- 


tentment, that we could hardly leave them, 


We drew for money on Amſterdam, and 


tatried above a year with this happy cou- 


Ple. We wanted nothing here but Charle- 
ſon's mother. We had letters from her, 0 
that ſhre was recovered from her r indifpoſi- 
en, and had Hopes ſoon to de e ith us. 


8 We 


We ſent the lame poſtillion, that brouglit 
me the news of my Count's death, to 


meet and to conduct her to us. Pie x Tal 
met her on the road. and ſhe wait th 
before we were aware. She ſeemed to 


have grown young again; and her fon's 
ſucceſs and my contentment had given Ter”, | 
new vigour and ſtrengh. Bur the told us 


frankly, that the joy ſhe felt was tod great 


to be of long duration; Mariane was de- 


livered of a daughter. Even this added 


to our joy. But the pfeater.) reaſon we had 55 
to be ſatisfied with Marianie, dle more de- 0 

ſirous we grew of Knowing ſomething | cer- 
Still 
were our endeavours fruitleſs 1 in exploring 
this myſtery. Mariane, out of love to her 
huſband, had privately left the cloilter, and -Þ 
we were obliged to uſe great precaution in. 


tain of her pedigree and extraction. 


this inquiry, not to expoſe her to danger. 


Thoſe whom we feat to the cloiſte =p re- 
turned with an anſwer, that Mariang's G 
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birth and connexions were unknown t to 
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| them, that he was brought to the cloiſter 
in her ſixth year by a common man, who 


paid down a ſum of money for her educa- 


tion, and had ſaid nothing further than 


that ſhe was the daughter of an unfortu- 


nate Hollander, who would not have her 


| brought up in the proteſtant religion. 


Perhaps he might have entruſted more to 
the Abbeſs, but ſhe was dead. In ſhort 
we could learn nothing, and it might be, 


that thoſe in the Cloiſter knew nothing 


with certainty of Mariane's family. For 


many children are brought i into the Cloiſ. 


ters under fictitious names, and educated 
by perſons. unknown. 7 | 


At laſt we were determined to return to 
Amſterdam. Our circumſtances gone 


2 ſon oo give 5 an account 1 66 ber bro- ; 
ther Andrew. But ſhe could learn nothing x 
further, than what we knew already, VIZ, 5 
That after bis fe; 8 death he failed in 
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trade, and having loſt his ſubſtance, de 


went to che Eaſt Indies, to try his for- 
tune there.” We ſtayed in Haag ſome days, 
to receive a ſum of money. And juſt as 


we were about ſetting out, we were in- 
formed by the Merchant who paid us our 


the Eaſt Indies was arrived at: Amſter- 
dam, with whick Mr. Andrew the Mer- 
chant, whom we had inquired after, was 


arrived, anll had this day been with him. 
This intelligence was too important to 
continue our journey without fering Mr. 


Andrew. But O that we had never ſean 
him in our lives! He came the neiet day 


to us. Caroline's firſt queſtion was, why 
he had not wrote to her, before he went 


to the Eaſt Indies, about her daughter's 


death. Is Mariane dead! he cried. Why 


do you ſay Mariane; replied his ſiſter. 


My daughter's name was Caroline, like 


mine, Where is ſhe, is ſhe not dead? 


O! that this were the will of God 
know 


, 
2 75 d : * 
- 45> ">. 
8 
a at 8 
** L 


r 


e * . AS 4 = 


= 4 
8 5 , tt * * 3x 4 
. . WENT IR OI a. 


1 4 


know it well enough, ſaid Andrew, that | 


ber name was Caroline, but out of love 


to my wife, and becauſe 1 had adopted 
her for my own child, 1 called her af. 
ter my wife, Mariane. I will tell you the 
whole: but promiſe to forgive me all. My 


/ wife died, as informed you, ten years ago. 


- Mariane was likewiſe very il, and 
thought her loſt. But ſhe grew better 


Meanwhile my bankruptcy obliged me to 
ſeek my fortune elſewhere, I went to the 
Eaſt Indies. You know 1 profeſs the Ro- | 
man- Catholic Religion. I loved your, 
or rather my daughter Mariane with. pa- 


rental love. In order to educate her in my 


Religion, and alſo to make good proviſion 
for her, I took what J had, and without 


ſaying a word to any body, brought that 
dear child to a Cloiſter on the borders of 
the Auſtrian- Netherlands. I was juſt 
thinking of going thither, as you ſent 
for me, to ſee if Mariane was ſtill alive. 
I can ſtay no longer, I muſt: know: if 
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ſhe'is alive. Come along, ſaid he, to Cane: 


line, we will this moment ſet out for the 


Qloiſter. In three days we can be back 


again. And without ſpeaking one word 
more, they ſet out together. My huſ-. 


band and I had ſcarce courage to look at 


one another, much leſs to ſpeak. . A ſe⸗ 


cret horror ſeized on my whole frame. 


O ! God! what will be the end of this, ſaid 


my huſband at laſt. Mariane — the Cloiſ- 
ter — and not far from the border. What 


amazing news is this! O! the unhappy 
Charleſon! may my ſaſpicion prove falſe 


this time! I wiſh Andrew were here, 
or rather that he had never returned from 


the Eaſt Indies! His preſence | will un- 


doubtedly. unfold the moſt melancholly ſe 
cret to us, which ſhould eternally have 


been concealed from us. Muſt not Ca- 


roline, inſtead of finding her daughter, 
be forced to tear her, as her own ſon” F 


wife, out of his arms ? With theſe terri- 


ble apprehenſions we tormented ourſelves, 


till 
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line. Their looks betrayed the ching to 
our inexpreſſible ſorrow, Caroline was} | 


bathing in tears. She was inconſolableʒ 
and her brother, being of a ſturdy tem- 
per, affected the ſtoic,” and gave no out- 
ward ſigns of grief, but ſat ſpeechleſs. 
We could not get one word from them for. 
a long while! They had, in ſhort, learnt, 
at the Cloiſter, that a Nun named Mari- 
ane, who on ſuch a day (both day and year 
agreed) was conveyed to the Cloiſter, had- 


privatly left it a year and a half ago, and 


as faras they knew, was married to a young 
nobleman. What was to be done ? In- | 


ſtead of returning to Amſterdam, we were : 
obliged to go to Charleſon's quarters.” We 


- all Gat now ſaw plainly, that the Nun 
could be none elſe but Charleſon's wife. 
But a man muſt be unacquainted with 
the human heart, who. thinks we hat 
no ſubterſuge on this occaſion. * A cata” 


ſtrophe, the certainty of which tetrifies and 
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plauſible, - yet 1 aan went Ar 


to make it doubtful: Should I, ſaid Ca- 


roline, not-{know*: ese my own 
child? Shouldir have no reſemblance or 


me? And yet ſhe had tefoir, , when 

a few months old. De, | 3 540, 
A young nobleinan, "aid 1 huſban 1— 

by the by, when did 'Charleſon 7 85 


to this dignity ? * He i is certainly too dil- 
creet to aſſume 2 character which is not 


his birthright, No, no, Taid I, "that can- 


not be. And ſuppoſe he had, why did 
he not own that he was an officer? Fer- 
haps another child was brought to the 
Cloiſter that very year, of the ſame name. 
Andrew, whoſe Philoſophy did not induce 


him to go tothe Eaſt Indies, was of opinion, 


that it was as repugnarit to nature, that two 
ear relatior — ne ws oi I 
believe's we * contradited e ac 


ing ir,” 5 'F all of fear and abs: e . 
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bell at Charlaſorts. 'We had den 
to be very cautious, and not divulge to 


them the cauſe of our return: wewould on- 
ly ſay that it was owing to Andrew, whom 
we had the pleaſure to accompany. Sup- 
poſe, we all ſaid, Mariane is the true Ma- 
riane; would not that lovely pair fall into 


diſpair, in caſe we diſcoverd the ſecret all | 
at once? No, I continued, at that rate 
we ſhould certainly kill Mariane. If ſne 


is the true Caroline, then I will intreat 
her to come with me for a while to Am- 


ſterdam; and then it will be beſt, not ſo 
much to lay open the ſecret to her, as ra- 
| ther to let her diſcover it herſelf. If Mariane 

knows it, then Charleſon ſhall alſo know 


it. He ſhall never ſee her more in this 


world. This is the only comfort where · 


with we can aſſiſt him in his pitiable error, 


He knows religion, and will liſten to rear 


ſon. The daughter born of this unfortu- 
nate wedlock, I vill educate, to the end 
that I may remove from Mariane's eyes this 


pledge 
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pledge of a moſt tender, bur now unlaw- 
full affection. In theſe conſultations we 


arrived at Charleſor's houfe. He met us 


at the door, and received us moſt cordial- 


ly. We brightened our faces in the beſt 
manner we could, and told him that C. 
roline's brother Andrew, whom we met at 


Haag, after his return from the Eaſt Indies, 
had prevailed on us to return, With a 
joyful welcome we entered the houſe 
to his Mariane. Andrew had ſcarce en - 
tered, when he fell upon Mariane's neck, 


and cried out with a lamentable tone, 
Mercy! mercy ! it is ſhe. Unhappy man 


that 1 am, I am the cauſe of all this. 
This was the reſult of our reſolution, 
of being cautious, Caroline ran out at 
the door quite deſperate, Mariane would 
diſengage herſelf from Andrew; but he 
did not fuffer her to go out his arms. I 
had not ſo much. power over myſelf, that 
I could run to reſcue her from him. 
Charleſon remained on mo lame ſpot, alk- 
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| ing a hundred times $520 was the matter. 
my huſband would have informed him but 
could not. Mariane came at length 1 'T 


ning to me, and deſired I ſhould tell what 
it was. I began to ſpeak without knowing 
what. I begged pardon. I aſſured them of 
my friendſhip. I embraced them - and. 


that was all. Meanwhile, her huſband came 
and would take her from my embraces. 
No, no, I cried, Mariane is not your 


wife, Mariane is your ſiſter. That mo- 
ment Mariane fainted away, and I awoke 
as out of a reſtlefs fleep. I and my hub 
band were the firft that recovered our- 


ſelves. We put Mariane to bed, and ſhe 


recovered from one. fainting fit, to fall 


into another, We ſcarce could le hes | 


to herſelf the whole day. NT 
My huſband went out for Caroline 


whom we had not ſeen ſince ſhe left the 


room. He found her in the garden- 


houſe kneeling. I haſten to the next day. 
The violence of our paſſions had ſubſided, | 
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been reſtrained by our conſternation, had. 
now their frer courſe, and we fought com- 
fort in complaints and compaſſion.. Charle- 
ſon approached the bed of his Mariane, 


and with him ſadneſa, fear, ſname, repen-- 
tance, and aggrieved: tenderneſs, It was: 
a moving ſcene to: behold: how theſe dear 
people behaved. themſelves. towards each: 


other. Religion commanded: them to 


change their nuptial love into that be- 


tween brother and ſiſter, and their hearts 


deftred- the reverſe. They had. been ex- 


ceedingly fond of one another. Fhey 
were ſtill in the honey- moon, and they: 
muft now diſſolve that union. They 

had ha: no- previous · acquaintance, and; 
therefore could derive no aſſiſtance from. 
that confidence that uſually. extinguiſhes 
love between blood-relations. —Nature it-- 
ſelf. decided in their favour. How could 
they feel any thing in themſelves that 


could. „ their love, when they | 
H 3, never 


ad was ſucceeded with inexpreſlible- 
grief, Tears and fighs that had yeſterday: | 
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never had ne the attrition of rejation- 
* and me 4g me, forſake me! 
Unhappy huſband, hate: mel I am your 
ſiſter. But O] no, my heart ſays : no- | 
thing of this. I am yours, F am yours. 
We are united by marriage. God will 
not ſeparate us. Her huſband was in no 
better frtuation. He liſtened to the voice 
of ſufferings, that he might turn a deaf 
ear to religion. He took care not to call 
her his ſiſter. He called her his Mariane. 
He was inexhauſtibly eloquent in uttering, 
complaints, that touched the heart, be- 
eauſe they came from the heart. In the 
midſt of his lamentations, he began to | 
philoſophiſe, and as may be eaſily ima- / 

gined, much in favour of ſelf-intereſt, 
He proved that their marriage was allow- 
able before God, though the world con- 
demned it. And after all, he ſaid nothing ö 


to the purpoſe, but repeated ten tim 
ſucceſſively, that they were - public 


aan and that * but 1 
1 


Andrew had died before he cauld draw 
a breath to diſcover this ſecret. Andrew 
ſat, as if he was to hear ſentence 
death p 

would gladly. 

tenderneſs. of this loving. pair, at 

pence of ſome. years of his life. Carol 

at laſt ſtepped to Mariane's bed, and de- 
fired Charleſon to withdraw. My. daugh- 
ter, ſaid ſhe, I have found vou again, 


in order to tear you out of the arms of Four 
brother. Would to. God 1 had been EX- 
cuſed this duty, Perhaps it is a puniſh- 
ment inflicted on me, becauſe——but 
God has permitted it. You are, both 


faultleſs.: Your. ignorance. juſtifies. Your 


„ 35:4 


love, but now the certainty prohib bits 1 it. 
I am your mother, and love you as my 
children; but I abhor you if you prefer 
the bond of marriage to the bond of 0 


He made uſe of a pretext, which in the 
hour of paſſion, has often as much effe& 
as truth. He ſaid, it was a cafe of con- 
fcience, which we could not well decide. 
We would leave it to the deciſion of ſome 
able divines. He believed the marriage 
may be ratified. This proved a palliative 
to leſſen their anguiſh, and at the fame 
time oppoſed their love. They reſolved. 
to ſubmit themſelves to the verdict of 
divines; but moft certainly not out of 
conviction, but from a defire the more- 
freely to purfue their inclinations. We⸗ 
improved mean while their determination; 
and encouraged Mariane to follow us to 
Amſterdam, as foon as circumſtances. 
would permit : who knows but a dif 
fation may be obtained from Rome? Her 
huſband was to deſire half a year's fur- 
ough, and when obtained, follow us 


They ſeemed! both to acquieſee- Some 
days being elapſed, Mariane was ready to 
go with us. Juſt as we were Preparing 
to ſet off, Charleſon received orders im- 


mediately to join Bis regiment, at the 
riſque of forfeiting his place, becauſe it 
was to march. This had a different 


effect. Charleſon was glad, and Mari- 


ane grew dejected anew. Scarce had ſhe 


ſeen his compliance with his orders, be- 
fore ſhe loaded him with the heavieſt | 
charges, She called him an unfaithful 


creature, that wanted to get rid of her. 
Could any one believe, that a woman, 


knowing that her huſband. was her bro+ 


ther, ſhould fall into ſuch ſuſpicion ? 


But what is impoſſible in love, and in a 
dream? We now ſaw too clearly, how _ 


vehemently Mariane loved her huſband, 
and that ſhe had determined nothing leſs 
in her heart, than to part with him: 
Charleſon aſſured her with the greateſt 
nn that he ſtill loved her moſt 
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_ tenderly, and that be vras ; glad of his os 
ders, merely becauſe he looked on it as an 


incident, appointed by heaven, to decide 


his affairs. Perhaps I may loſe my life, 


if it comes to a battle. In that caſe, 


who can be happier than we ? Should 1 
not eſteem death leſs than the pain to ſee 


you, and to love you? And would you 


not rather be torn from me by violence, 


than ſuffer the pains of loſing me by 


choice, and ſtill never obtain the liberty 


of your love? Be of good chear, deareſt. 
 Mariane | if I return, ic ſhall be a token 
that heaven approves our marriage. If 


I loſe my life, it hall be a proof, chat 


you have loſt a man, that was only your 
drether, and ſhould not be your hufband; 
How great are the ſervices, which error 


adminiſters in certain circumftances ? 
And how good is it often, that we have 
the happinefs of deceiving. ourſelves ? 
Indeed, Charleſon's error was excellent 


with regard to its conſequences, It pact- 
7 fied 


a 


a i. 


Ked him, and at laſt Mariane too. They 
ſubmitted their fate to heaven, and 
promiſed to themſelves, from ſuch a judge, 
nothing but hat they wiſhed for. They 
begged God's affitance, as if they had 


truth in the world could have effected. 


Charleſon went to the camp, as if he 


ſhould win Mariane in battle; and Ma- 
riane was ſo firm, as if ſhe let him go, 
in order to enjoy him for ever. As ſoon 

as he was gone, ſhe followed us chear- 
fully, with her daughter and her mother, 
to Amſterdam. Andrew, who had gain- 


ed ſome ſubſtance in the Eaft Indies, re- 


mained at Haag, to enter into buſineſs 


anew, to which Caroline added part of 


the money ſhe had brought with her out 
of Germany. We found our good hoſt 
at Amſterdam in the ſame circumſtances 
we ed left him, We nen char 


been injured by men. In ſhort, they were 
full of confidence and hope, which no 
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Mariane was Charleſon- 8 wife, and Ca 
line his mother. ; 


After ſome months were Need we 
were informed that Charleſon was dead; 
not by the hands of the enemy, but of a 
Aer. Caroline, I, and my huſband pi- 
tied him; but when we conſidered his 
marriage, we felt joy, at the news of his 
death. For who could better determine 
their cauſe, than death? The deciſion of 
divines would undoubtedly have been 
againſt them; ; and Mariane and her 
huſband would either not have left each 
other, or have led the moſt unhappy life 
without each other. But ſtill we were 
concerned about Mariane. She had in- 
deed reſigned herſelf to the verdict of 
heaven; but in no other hope, than that 
it would be to her advantage. We ſaw, 
that Mariane's diſpair would awake anew. 
And yet ſhe muſt be told of it. We cal- 
led her into our chamber, and my huſ- 
band took upon him to be the unwelcome 
| _ meſſenger 


n 


[ 85 J = 
meſſenger of her huſband's death. Is it 
not true, Mariane ! faith he, that you 
gueſs at what. I am going to ſay? Here 
is a letter from the camp. Say no more, 
faith ſhe, I know already the contents, My. 


| huſband is dead. Iam an unhappy woman! 


But ſtill it is ſome aleviation to my grief, 


that heaven and not the world has depriv- 
ed me of him. Now I ſee that God would 
not have it, How did ho oor Was it 


in battle? 


We were aſtoniſhed at this — 
reſignation, that ſeemed to border on in- 


differency, We had prepared comforts 
in reſerve in our minds, which ſeemed 
now ſuperfluous. But ſtill we did not 
know whether we might truſt Mariane. 


Meanwhile ſhe was reſigned and bemoan- 
ed the loſs: of her huſband more by 


tears, than violent impatience and afflicti- 
on, A. few days after, we received atio- 


ther letter, and the direction was Charle- 
ſon's own hand. To tell the truth, I 
1 was 


FR 


1 
was more frightene ed at the news that he 
was alive, than when I had heard that he 
was dead. Heaven ! thought * what 4 
will be the conſequence of this? Charle- 


ſon muſt on account of his ſickneſs have 


left the army, and reſigned his poſt. His 


love will call him back to his Mariane. 


But Mariane was quite beſide herſelf for 


tranſſ port of joy. The letter was directed 
to her, and ſhe did not open it directly. 
No! her pleaſant reſtleſſneſs did not 


allow her ſo much time. She kept it in 


her hands as an unknown treaſure, till ſhe. 
had repreſented to her mind, how much 
Joy it might contain. When ſhe at 


laſt opened it, it was ten weeks older than 


| the other which notified Charleſon's death. 


4 —_ it was a farewell letter to Mari- 
I will ſubjoin the COPy': 5 <4,:5 


4 Deareſt Minis l. 1 = + 
ip or theſe four weeks I have not had 

one moment to recollec myſelf, and no- 
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tify to you my ſickneſs. How happy am 
1, that I have been ſick, and was ſo nigh 


unto death, without being ſenſible of 


either! how much muſt I have ſuffered 


on your account, if I had been ſenſible 


of my ſituation? God be praiſed for this 


manner of death? J am perfectly emaci- 
ated; and I Took upon the moments 
ſince I am come to myſelf, as moments 
which God has granted tne, to take one 
view more of the world and my own foul, 
and to think for the laſt time on futurity. 
Adicu! Mariane for ever! mourn not 

over me as your huſband, but as your 
brother. Melancholly name! conceal 
from our daughter our fate, in caſe ſhe 


ſhould grow up. Keep it if poſſible, to 


yourſelf. My conſcience doth not accuſe 
me, that I have loved you; but I blame 


_ myſelf, that I would not ceaſe from lov- 


ing you, after the melancholly diſcovery. 
O God! how differently do we think on 
the death-bed, from what we think in our 

healthy 
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healthy days ! har does not our realdii 
fee, and how much doth it not ſee, when 
our paſſions are ſtill and weakened ? Yes, 
yes, I die, I die with courage. But O! 

I muſt ſee you no more. I muſt leave 
you, deareſt Mariane. I muſt die. What 

amazing ſenſations begin to riſe in me! 

O! I can write no more! Thus far I 
had wrote halt an hour ago. I am now. 
Pac ified again. Love for life has ſtirred 
in me the laſt time. Farewell | ſalute my 
mother, and both my generous friends. 
My beſt friend Dormund, whom you | have 
often ſeen about me, is with me. He 
will. not leave me till I am dead. If you 


can reſolve to love again, pleaſe to re- 


member, that your dying huſband can 
propoſe none better than him. He will 
bring you my watch and your Portrait. 
The ret I have diſtributed among the 
poor ſoldiers. I feel death. Adieu!“ 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw that her hope had 
deceived her, ſhe became eee 


By 
I will not relate her deep anxiety, and 
the bad effects thereof on her and us. 
They were circumſtances in which we 
could not but take ſhare, becauſe 
we were inter woven in them. In regard 
to our feelings they were weighty. But 
1 ſhould make a wrong concluſion, if 
I ſhould think, that they muſt for that 
= appear remarkable and affecting to 


the reader. I will therefore paſs 115 3 


great part. 

Tranquillity was now reſtored artew. 
It ſeemed as if heaven would make us rich 
by force. Our capitals produced more 
than we deſired, and much more than 
we wanted. And I never once thought 
of recovering the money due to me from 
the crown of Sweden. I was much more 
happy when I did not remember that 
country: beſides, it was quite exhauſted 
and impoveriſhed by the war. In ſhort, 1 
lived unknown and content: I was the 


wife of an agreeable and prudent man. 
N 1 he 
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The misfortunes we had met with, had, as 


it were, unbound our minds, . to taſte reſt 
with a double enjoyment. One might al- 


moſt ſay, thoſe who enjoy uninterrupted. 
happineſs, have no happineſs at all. It 
is true, that misfortune in itſelf is not a- 


greeable; but it is nevertheleſs ſo, in its 


conſequences and connexions. At leaſt. 
it reſembles thoſe medicines, that cauſe 
bodily pains, in order to make the doc 


the healthier. 
In the midſt of our a that had laſt 


ed above one year, Mr. Dormund, Charle- 

- ſon's friend arrived, and brought Mariane 
the gold watch and portrait, mentioned in 
the letter. Mariane had often ſeen him 


with her huſband; we had never ſeen. him. 
But what further recommendation did he 


want, than that he was Charleſon's beſt ' 
friend? He was a Hollander by birth, 


= . and his perſon was agreeable. He ſoon 
Ih gained our confidence. He was a flaff 


officer, had * and would now live 
retired. 
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retired on his rents. He was ſtill young: 
He was no man of letters ; but he was in- 
debted to ſome books, and converſation 
with others, for a certain wit, that was 
very taking at firſt ſight. He underſtood 
ſome languages, and ſpoke very good 
German. He had fixed his abode at 
Amſterdam, and we could fee his i intenti- 
on plain enough. Mariane was his wiſh, 
and Mariane indeed deſerved a man that 
had left both army and friends for her ſake. 
She was {till perfectly handſome. Her ad- 
verſity had not in the leaſt diminiſhed her 
beauty, but had added to the charms of 
her mind. By converſation ſhe was be- 
come doubly deſirable, She was about 
eighteen or nineteen years old, and in her 
firſt bloom. Dormund knew how to make 
himſelf acceptable. Perhaps ſhe loved her 
huſband in the perſon, of his friend. In 
ſhort, he won her heart. She came one 
day to me, and began with a very ſignifi- 
cant voice: Madam! I think it would 

have 


have been tt. if I "IP given | Mr: Dor- 


mund, by way of remembrance, | the gold 


watch which he brought me Gon my 


| huſband. I ſhould certainly had done i i, | 
but for my portrait in it; but now I am 
afraid it will not do. I underſtood her 
language very well. Mariane, faid I, why 


do you heſitate giving him your portrait, 
when you have in fa& given him your 
heart? I perceive you would fain ſhew 
Mr. Dormund a favour, under pretence 
of gratitude, tho' the chief motive is love. 


I will ſoon help you out. Give me the 
watch, we ſhall ſoon find an opportunity 


of preſenting it to him, The ſurrender 


of the heart, ſoon followed the delivery of 


the watch. Mariane and Dormund be- 
came one, and they ſeemed born for mu- 
tual felicity. And if Mariane at any time 


diſturbed him, it proceeded always from 


a cauſe, which an huſband will not eaſily 


take amiſs. Jealouſy was her fault, which 
our ſex ſeems to inherit. I remember 
Mariane 
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Mariies came once #, my room in a 
flood of tears. She could not ſpeak for 
grief, and I expected to hear ſome lamen- 

table ſtory. And what was it at laſt? 
She ſighed over her huſband's indifferency, 
and almoſt charged him with unfaithful- 
neſs, I inquired after the __ and 
was told that her huſband had Juſt been 
writing letters, that ſhe ſtepped up to the 
table and gave him a kibs, and that he 
neither returned the kiſs, nor looked at 
her, but continued writing, as if he had 
no mind to ſee her. Who knows, ſaid 
ſhe further, to whom that unfaithful man 
is writing? Could you, ſaid I, read no- 
thing of his letter? No, nothing, but 
that the beginning was > Dear Sir! Who 
ſnould think it poſſible that a ſenſible lady 
could want no ſtronger reaſon. for jea- | 
louſy than this. But ſtill why do I 
aſk? How often doth love take a little 
ſtep beyond the limits of reaſon? And 
when this ſtep is taken, it avails not 
that 


that we have good ſenſe. General. 
I ſpeaking, moſt differences in the 
married ſtate originate from littleneſſes and 
trifles. In the beginning they are dock 4 


but in proceſs of time, they take our ima- 
gination and other things to aſſiſtance, and | 


become at laſt PRES reaſons of ind. 


ape and jealouſy. bs 


Mariane had Juſt been married about tee 


years, when her huſband fell dangeronfly | 


ill. He endured exceſſive pains for two. 
; months; and it was plain that an uneaſy 
mind oppreſſed him as much as his illnefs. 


He often entreated his wife to leave the 
room. He could not bear Caroline, much 
leſs Mariane's child, which ſhe had by 
Charleſon. My huſband and I were to be 
his comforters. He'wanted comfort, and 
we knew not the cauſe of his conflict, nor 
had we courage to aſk him. His end 


ſeemed to draw nigh, and the phyſician 
announced it to him, About midnight he 


ſent for us both. He wreſtled with death. 
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Every one beſides muſt quit the room. 
Then he begun with broken and forced 
words to curſe himſelf and love, in the 
moſt horrible manner. O God I how ſur- 
prized were wel He ſtiled himſelf the 
greateſt evil: doer that the world ever be- 
held. I am, he cried, Charleſon's mur- 
derer. With theſe hands of mine, I gave 
him poiſon, in order to poſſeſs Mariane. 
What judgment awaits mel I am loſt. 
I ſee him, I ſee him! Deſtroy me, he 
| cried, My huſband deſired he would 
recollect himſelf, he muſt be deliri- 
ous. No! no, he ſaid, it is too true. 
My. conſcience has tormented me long e- 
nough, I am the muderer of one of the 
beſt of friends. I am barbarian, ſavage, 
wretch. Charleſon recovered after he had 
wrote his laſt letter to Mariane ; but be- 
cauſe I wiſhed his death, and wanted Ma- 
riane, I gave him poiſon. My:huſband 
called all. his religion and reaſon to aſſiſt- 
ance," to remove 488 unhappy man's deſ- 
pair; 


Pairz but to no purpose. He defiried. to 5 
fee Mariane once more, in order to diſ. 


We begged: | 
him for God's ſake, not to tell her a 


cloſe his wickedneſs to her. 


word of it; it would not help his conſci- 


ence if he did, but by his confeſſion mur- 


der her alſo. Mariane entered without 
being ſent for. 
but ſhe neither heard nor ſaw for grief. 
He took hold of her hand, and would re- 
peat his horrible confeſſion. 1 ſtopped 
his mouth. We began to pray and to 


ſing. But he cried out the more. Mari- 


ane muſt know what he had done. He 


repeated his murder circumſtantially. He 


appealed to the phyſician and ſurgeon of 


the regiment, who opened Charlefon after 


his death, and found the poiſon, but be- 
lieved he had poiſoned himſelf. Mariane 
| grew rayingly diſtracted. She uttered the 
moſt horrible words againſt him. We 
were obliged by force to carry her away. 


He ſlept two days and two nights without 


any 


4 
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Dormund ſpoke to her, 


ty i 
any refreſhment.z and we believed he 


vould never ws again; but he recover- 


ed. We went to him. We could not 


but hate him as a: murderer; and yet uni- 


verſal philanthropy obliged us to pity. 
him. He was eaſier than before, and 
begged thouſands. of pardons. He aſſured 
us, that if he. remained alive he would. 
not remain here. as a ſpectre. before our 
eyes, but ſeck. a maſt diſtant retirement, 


where he. might repent, of his horrible 


deeds. He begged. us not to let Mariane 
ſee, him again. She was already in our 
houſe. Dormund living in the neigh-. 
bourhood. Now. we, kad enough to do 
to comfort Marianez and, could not 
viſit Dormund for two days. But we 
heard he grew better. The third day my 
huſband viſited him, but. Dormund was 
gone, and had left the following letter 
for him: 


4. go as far as the vengeaner e ; 
will permit me; Mariane ſnall ſee me no 
| K more. 


crime by ſuicide. Curſe my memory in 


more. O God 3 into what ae can 
love ſeduce us! the ſhadow of my * 
dered friend will follow every ſtep. 
I will rather ſuffer all, than ns my 


your hearts] deſerve it; but do not dif- 
play my ſhame to the world. IT am pu- 
niſhed enough, that T muſt part with Ma- 
riane, and two ſuch noble friends. I will 
return to the camp; perhaps I may there 
loſe a life that is a torment to me. My 
ſubſtance belongs to Mariane. May God 
reward you for the friendſhip you have 
ſhewn me in my ſickneſs. But you have 
ſhewn Kindneſs to a miſcreant. 1 am not 
worthy of- your pity.- O! — 
Mariane ?” 

Dormund was gone, without our know- | 


ing whither. Mariane was fallen into a 
deep melancholly. She wept day and 


night, and we were obliged to open two 


veins, She ſlept in my room, and ſhe aſ- 
ſured me that ſhe was much eaſier in her 
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mind, and hoped to reſt. well this night, 
'The morning verified this propheſy. As 
ſoon as J turned my eyes to her bed, I ſaw. 
ſtreams of blood running through her 
bed. What could I think but that the 
bandages had fallen off in her fleep? Ma- 
riane lay ſenſeleſs and fainting, I cried 
for help, and bound up her veins. What 
appeared moſt alarming to me was, that. 
the bandages ſeemed to have been looſened. 
on purpoſe. Towards evening lhe reviv- 


ed a little. She owned that ſhe had done 


it from a deſire to die, and wiſhed. no- 


thing more than that her end might ſoon 


draw nigh. She kiſſed me and ſank down: 
in a ſlumber, without ſpeaking one word, 
and a few hours after ſhe died. 

I. was exactly in the caſe of thoſe that: 
have been wounded in battle, and do not 
feel it till the danger is over. As ſoon as- 


Mariane was dead my affliction commen- 


eed. I blamed myſelf that I had not-been- 
"= more 
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more watchful over her in the night, But 


what human prudence can forſee every 
event! I had indeed perſwaded Mariane 
to marry Dormund. I ſaw that he was 
the cauſe of her ſuicide. thought on 


Mariane's fate in the other world. And 
I ſhould have ſuffered a thouſand times 
more, if my love for her had allowed 
me to think the was unhappy. Her mo- 
ther was much more reſigned tham I. I 


do not know to what the owed her ſup- 
port ; probably religion. She aſcribed all 
to a divine permiſſion, whoſe reſourſes ſhe. 
could not explore. She comforted her- 


ſelf with the wiſdom and goodneſs of her 


creator, and glorified her misfortunes by 
chriſtian fortitude. It is certain that re- 


ligion affords the greateſt power of ſup- 


porting us under adverſities. Take away 
from an unfortunate man the hope of a 
better world, and he muſt certainly: remain 
comfortleſs. : Se VV 


8 
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| Our troubles were again a little appeaſ- 
ed. We taſted the peace of a quiet life 
again by degrees. We returned to our 
books, and love ſweetned life, and de- 
prived the melancholly recollections of 
paſt things of their force, My huſband 
compiled at this time à book, entitled, 
«© The wiſe man firm under misfortunes.” 
About a quarter of a year after Mariane's - 
death, our hoſt died, his wife was alrea- 
dy departed this life. This cauſed a 
great alteration in our fituation, We 
were obliged to call in our capitals, which 
by Dormund's donation were greatly in- 
creaſed. This proved indeed a great in- 
cumbrance to us. Neither I nor my 
huſband, nor Caroline, underſtood money 6 
affairs. And I believe we would ra- 
ther have given the half away, than 
have hoarded it up. Andrew had begun 
buſineſs again at Haag; we made him K 
prefent of ſome thouſand dollars, and. 
e to put the half into his trade; 
r _ 


and with the other half we afliſted- good 
friends. If prudence in money mattets 
is a virtue without exception, then 1 
-moſt ſay, that we were. often negligent 
in that reſpe&. It ſufficed us frequently 
to give, when we knew that the perſon 
that aſked for it was honeſt, and ſtood. 
in greater need of it than ourſelves. A 
word was with my huſband as a bank - bill. 
In this manner we loſt, to be ſure, a 
good deal of money; but we were for 
all that not cheated. Our debtors had 
good hearts, but ſmall ſucceſs. The more 
they ſaw our readincis to aſſiſt them, the 
more willing were they to pay. And by 
their uprightneſs and honeſty they made 
us more liberal, even had we not been 
naturally fo. It is incredible what pleas. 
ſure it is to aſſiſt deſerving-men, And 
to me it. appears a harder taſk to reſtrain 
our power of aſſiſting others, than to 
gatify our. inclination. to ſerve⸗ 
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At laſt, we left Amſterdam for varioas _ - = 
reaſons, and moved, together with our 
daughter, Caroline and Charleſon's daugh- os 
ter, to Mr. Andrew at Haag, Our de- 
ceaſed hoſt left us his daughter as our 
own, Her we alſo took with us. Her 
fortune remained in Amſterdam in: good: 
hands. This young lady, about fifteen 
years of age, was not handſome, but had 
very good parts. She pleaſed, without 
knowing or thinking that ſhe could pleaſe. 
Her politeneſs fupplicd the place of beau- 
ty. And if we are to chuſe either & 
beauty that is not polite, or a- polite one 
that is not handſome, we moſt decide-in/ 
favour of the latter. I may fay without 
vanity, that I had. chiefly edueated Flo- 
rentine,. for that was her name: And 
when I. ſay that-ſhe- poſſeſſed: extaordinz- 
ry talents, I. chaim no- farther merit 
than that I aſſiſtedl in cultivatingę them 
She improved much by converſingewitly 
Caroline aa my huſband; She- grow up 


more 


— - 
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more among men, than thoſe of her own 

ſex. This I eſteem an advantage for the 

fair ſex, For if it is true that men be- 

come genteel and well-bred by our com- 
pany, then it is equally. certain, that - = 


we become more wiſe and ſolid by their 1 
converſations. I do not mean ſuch that . 
are ſtiled galants, who hypocritically flat- il. 3 
ter and deify every girl, and by every a 
action, and every word, yea every motion t 
of their hands, beſpeak inſipid love. 0 
Such perſons, to be ſure, muſt not be } 
young ladies? moraliſts, except we reſolve - 
to make young beauties turn fools: 1 t 
ſhould at leaſt have been leſs pardonable, . 
if I had not educated Florentine as well _” 
as could be, as I had leiſure enough, and | « 
had her almoft conſtantly about me ſince tl 
her ſeventh year. Her good qualifica- 4 
tions. made her afterwards the wife of a Pt 
© gentleman, who bore the higheſt offices ts 
in Holland, and whoſe exalted ftation + by 
Was 2 leaſt part of his reſpectable cha- ſs 


rater, 
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1 1 will * Florentine och | 


time. 
We had te b x a few months at 


Haag when a ſhip arrived from Ruſſia, with 


- mercantile goods for Andrew. He invi- 


ted as oh board, to ſee rhe lading. We 


accepted the invitation, and met the ſhip, 
jul as it was coming into the harbour. 


Now I come to a perivd of my line 
that exceeds all that T have hitherto fela. 
ted. I muſt do violence to myfelf in re- 


lating it; it is with great feloctante I fe- 


new the repteſentation of an occutferice 


that has coſt me fo dear. I know that it 


is the chief beauty of relating à thing, 
when it is done in ſuch a manner, that the 


reader does not ſeem to read but to ſee the 


thing related, and with an extorted fenfa- _ 


tion place himfelf in the room of the 


perſon concerned. But 1 doubt of ob- 


raining is di. "We te ik KU BAY 


have obſerved, There were twelve paſ- 


egen and ſome Ruſſians on board. 
| | They 
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They all went on ſhore in our preſence, 
and congratulated Mr. Andrew on the 
ſafe arrival of his ſhip, as they heard he 


was the owner thereof. Andrew, who 


was a great lover of naval affairs, heard 
them with great attention. But the time 


ſeemed long to me. I therefore ſtepped 


aſide with my huſband, and begged him. 


that we might ſoon return home. As 
I was ſpeaking to him, one of the paſſen. 
gers came running to me, embraced me, 
and ſaid: Yes, yes, you are indeed the 
perſon; I could not at firſt truſt mine 
own eyes; but you are my dear Conſort. 
He preſſed me ſome minutes ſo cloſe to 
| bimſelf, that I could not ſee who it was, 


that ſhewed me this tenderneſs. Fear was 


alſo ſuperadded, and I. could not but be- 


lieve it was a madman that careſſed me. 


But heaven | whom did J at laſt eſpy in 
my arms? My Count in a Ruſſian habit; 
my ſpouſe whom J had thought ten years 


dead. I cannot expreſs what I felt. 
| Thus 
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This mack I know, that 1 a; not 


ſpeak one word. My Count i 


9d weep- 


ing. At laſt he caſt his eyes on his late 
friend, my preſent huſband. He embrac-. 


ed him; but I did not hear one word they 


ſpoke, or for conſternation I could nat 


uncerſtand what they ſaid. Our coach 


was waiting. I ran to it without taking 
my two huſbands with me, but they fol- 
lowed me. I embraced the Count num-, 
berleſs times in the coach; but what I 
ſaid to him I know not. We were now 
in our apartments, and I began to come 
to myſelf again. My Count expreſſed un- 


common joy that he had found me again, 


and in a place leaſt expected. He told 
me a thouſand times, that he loved me 


as tenderly as when he left me. His joy 
_ was the greater, becauſe he had ſuppoſed: 


I was dead, as I had not anſwered his let- 


ters, He believed T had been informed 
| that he was living. In ſhort, he had 
b. as much in the dark about my cir- 

cumſtances, 
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eumſtances, as I about hiss Mr. R 4 * 


had flipt away imperceptibly. Now we 
were alone. My Count related his ad- 
ventures, which I will repeat by and by, 
and entreated me to tell him my own; he 
aſked me an hundred times, and I an- 
ſwered with tears and embraces. Love 


and ſhame made me ſpeechleſs. I had 
found a Conſort again, of whom I was 


exceedingly fond, and I was to part witk 
one, whom .I loved with equal tenderneſs. 
A perſon muſt feel it, ho knows 
85 what it is to be attacked by two equal 
* paſſions at the ſame time. My Count 
ſuppoſed ſomething. to his diſadvantage / 
from my anxiety. He inſiſted on my diſ. 
cloſing. to him. his lack: or misfortune. 
But in vain. What could I. tell him but 
that was married? I: was ſilent and wept; 
but this was not explicit enough. Are: 
you no more, ſaith he, my ſpouſe? God 
forbid ! rather my: death than ſuch: news. 
That 0 moment my little. daughter, 
five 
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five years of age entered the chamber, and 
increaſed my conſternation, and revealed 
the ſecret that J was afraid of diſcloſing. 
She ſaw me weeping; the drew near to 
me. What is the matter, my dear mama, 
| the (aid, that you cry? I come juſt from 
my papa, and he cries too, and will 
not ſpeak with me. I hope I have not 
offended you, My God, faid the Count, 
are you married? Unhappy man that I 
am! HaveT then found you, in order 
that I ſhall experience every martyrdom d 
Who is your ſponſe? I will torment you 
no longer by my preſence, I will leave 
you immediately. You have not ' been 
unfatthful to me. You have thought I 
was dead. I do not blame you. No- 
thipg but a deſtiny 1s the cauſe of my miſ- 
fortune. Perhaps it is a puniſhment for my 
| love to Caroline. Conquer yourſelf, conti- 
nued he, and ſpeak : I can hear it from 
none but yourſelf - who is your huſband? I 
ſprang from my chair, and threw myſelf i into 
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his arms, without ſpeaking one word. Not 
fo, faid he, ſhew me no affection, That - 


I deſerve it, my heart knows, but your 
preſent Conſort can alone claim your love, 
and I muſt yield my love to Providence 
and virtue, Theſe expreſſions increaſed 


the agitations of my mind. At laſt be 
afked the child where her papa was, and . 


why he did not come in? He came with 
you, ſhe replied, in the coach—— He ſits 


in his room weeping. Is then my deareſt 


friend, faid the Count, your Conſort? 
That makes my misfortune leſs intolera- 
ble. He then deſired the child to call her 


papa. He did not appear, but ſent by the 


child the following billet. 
1 My Dear Covnr | 


1 pity you exceedingly. 1 have i 1nj1 on 
you with the moſt innocent love, as if 1 


was your enemy. J have deprived you of 
your ſpouſe, Can you believe this of 
me? The error, or rather the certainty 


of your death, favoured me with the poſ- 


ſeſſion 


re 
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{ion of your Conſort. But your pre- 

ſence now condemns this. otherwiſe vir- 
tuous bond, You are too generous, and 
we are too innocent, that vou ſhould pu- 
niſh us with your hatred. Our inno- 
cence leſſeneth your misfortune; but 
ſtill it does not altogether make it ceaſe. 

My only puniſhment is by flying from you. 
I leave you, deareſt Count, and ſhall be a- 
ſhamed of myſelf as long as I live. Would 
to God, I could retrieve your loſs by my-. 
abſence, and the anxiety. which I feel! re- 
move the child from you. that brings this 
letter, to the end that you may not have 
the memorial of your misfortunes: before 
your eyes. If poſſible, at reading this, 
think on me tte laſt time, You will never- 
kee me more. 


The Count left me, as few as ha had: 
read this letter, to ſeek my huſband. But, 
he was gone, and nobdy knew where. 
This brought me into a new ſurprize. | 
My whole heart was in a tumult. I had: 

5 2 found 


Found my firſt Cools 2s knew I could 
not have them both; but no impulſe diſre- 
garqds reaſon ſo much as that of love, In my 

eyes it was a moſt terrible choice when 


I was conſidering whom to.chuſe. I be- | 
longed to the former as well as the latter. 


And nothing was ſo horrible to me as to 
part with either, tho' T was well convin- 
ced of the neceſſity thereof, Mr. 1 
was gone, and the Count would not 
be at reſt till he had found him. He 
ſent to the ſea ſide, leſt he might take the 


advantage of a ſhip. Meanwhile I had | 
told him, that J had freely choſen Mr. | 


| R.“ for my huſband, and that I did not 
know how to recompence, his generous 


friendſhip, but by love. I know very 


well, ſaid the Count, that neither you 
nor my friend have wronged me. It is a 
diſpenſation of providence that we cannot 
fathom. In a few hours Mr. R. re 
tured. He was juſt ready to go with a 
ſhip. He thanked the Count in the moſt 
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_ pathetic terms, Ant he en 3 
Lonly want to take leave, ſaith he, of: 
you and your lady. Allow me that Pleas - 

ſure; it Will. be the laſt in my life. He 
then took me by the hand, and led me 
to the Count. Here, ſaith he, I deliver 
to you your Conſort, and change my love 
from this moment into reſpect. He chen 

wanted to take leave; but the Count 
would not permit it. No, ſaid he, re- 
main with me. At your requeſt I no- 
renew my marriage with my lady in the 

tendereſt manner. She is as precious to | 
me as ever. Her heart has invariably re- W | 
mained noble and conſtant. She did not 
know that I was alive. No! my friend, 

ſtay with us. If you will leave us for 
fear I may grow jealous, then you wound 
mine and my lady*s confidence. Intreat 
him, madam ! ſaid he to me, to ſtay! 1 
had ſcarce power to ſay to him, Why will 
you leave us? My dear Conſort begs it 
ag a favour. And I muſt never have lov-:- 
you, if your diſtance. ſhou!d be indif-- 

3 ferent. 
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ferent to me. 806 at rad at Amſter- 
dam; if you will not ſtay at our houſe. 
I ſhall always love you, and tho? 1 ſhall 
no more be your's, yet my eſteem and 
love for my Conſort does not forbid me 
to give you continual marks of my 
reſpect and friendſhip. At our re- 
queſt he continued at Amſterdam. He 
often dined with us, and his deportment 
was as noble as poſſibly could be conceiv- 
ed. Even ſuppoſe I had been leſs virtu- 
ous, yet his magnanimous behaviour 
would have made me ſo. He never | 
 ſthewed as if he had been my huſband, 
He ſuppreſſed every word and action that 
could tend that way. His conduct to- 
wards me was now the ſame as before 1 
we were married, He entertained me I 
with friendſhip and reſpect, and further- 
ed mine and my Count's happineſs at the = 
expence of his own. He frequently ſpent I 
whole days with me. I believe I ſhould 
have been weak enough to have liſtned, 
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if he had mentioned times paſt. And win 
knows whether I did not againſt my will 
make him a ſilent confeſſion of my love, 
by my frequent looks, notwithſtanding 
my good coriſcience, and. my unfeigned 
love for my ' Count. But Caroline's pre- 
ſence alarmed my Count. He would ra- 
ther ſhe was removed to ſome diſtance, 
But I begged him not to deprive. me of 
her company. If you can truſt my vir- 
tue, ſaid I to him, you may depend on 
my being aſſured of your's. The misfor- 
tune that had befallen the two children he 
had had by Caroline, cauſed. him fre. 
quent dejection for hours together. 
Meanwhile he behaved complaiſantly to- 
wards her. He often joked with us both: 
But his banter was ſo cautious, that he 
neither grieved her nor offended me. Now 
I muſt only relate briefly ſome particu- 
lars concerning the interval of my Count's 
. abſence, The Ruſſians had taken the 
"town where he lay ſick unto death, and 
where 
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where the Swedes. had. left him faridub 


As he gradually aecoyered, he was ſent 
among the, impriſoned officers to Rulſia, 


—_ to Sweden, and paſſed only 
for a Captain. 1 ſhall relate his five years 
ſufferings and adventures in Siberia, The 


Poor * . endured ”_ e 


indeed. 
I am too enlidly touched with the * 


ſery which the Count ſuffered in Ruſſia, to 
relate it at large, and in due order. But 


I need not take that trouble. Half a year 


after his return, I received two of the 


letters he wrote in. his impriſonment. He 
had directed the firſt to a Clergyman who 
refided on his eſtates in Livonia, but he 
eould not learn where 1 reſided. A Jew 


brought me the other, as the ſequel will 


fhew. "Theſe letters contain the 2 
nd as the incidents he met with i 


Moſes 
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Moſcau and Siberia. T will 4 them 
without alteration. We generally take 
more ſhare in an occurrence when related 
by the very perſon whom it concerns. 
The letters will diſplay the Count's noble 
character, and his invariable love for me. 
O! how great has it been ? And at the 

very time when he loved me with ſo 
muck tenderneſs, and felt every thing for 
me that could increaſe his diſtrefs, I en- 
joyed every comfort of life in the embraces 
of another Conſort, How many thou- 
ſand tears has this thought coſt me, and 
how often have I bluſhed at my innocent 
love for Mr. R“ as a crime. | 


The firſt letter was written in the yp | 
of Moſcau. 


1 Take —— — | | ul * 8 
Four unhappy Conſort is ſtill alive. 
Would to God you knew it already, or 
that you at leaſt might be informed of it 


by this letter. A ſudden attack of the 
"ID Ruſſians 
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Ruſhans on the village, where I lay kick 
in priſon, ſaved my life three days before 


my expected execution. Ves, my deareſt 
ſpouſe! this providence was the fruit of 


your tears Ant my innocence. I ſcarce 
knew for ſeveral days after this happened, 
whether I was dead or alive.” As I reco- 
vered and found myſelf in the hands of 

the Ruſſians, I gave out for the ſake of ſaf- 
ty, that I was a Captain, and aſſumed the 
name Lowenhock. Among all the pri- 
ſoners with whom J was lodged from 
time to time, in different fortifications, 
and at length at Moſeau, there remain but 
two officers that know me. They are 


both natives of England, and the beſt and 
moſt faithful companions that T could 
have wiſhed for. One of them named 


Steely obtained liberty fome days ago, of 


converſing with ſome merchants, who 
were his countrymen, and by that means 


| got a ſafe opportunity of conveying theſs._ 
lines to you. O] were they already in 
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your hands? Could I but ſee one of 
the tears that the news of my exiſtence 
will draw from your eys! Whether did you 
retire, after the receipt of my laſt melan- 
cholly letter? Did not the vengeance of 
the unjuſt prince purſue you? Is my 
friend R * * fled with you? Poor unhap- 
py Conſort! allow me the comfort of 
aſcribing all my preſent and future mif- 
fortunes to your virtue, and faithful at- 
tachment to me. Nothing but this cauſe 
1s able to ſweeten my Wks and to alle- 
viate the horrible remembrance of a vio- 
lent death, which. the prince had intended 
for me. I beſeech you to bear my ab- 
ſence with. reſignation, and we wilt hope 
to fee one another once more. But O 
God! when? And how do I know where | 
ther you have been able to ſurvive my 0 
misfortunes? Terrible thought! which 
I cannot commit to paper without trem- 
bling. No! my only wiſh in this world 
is that you may be {till alive, My heart 

- 5 „ 


tells me ſo, and promiſes me the pleaſure 
whilſt 1 
write this I intreat providence to grant 
Can God have ſpared 
my life for any other purpoſe, than to 
ſpeudrit, if even for a few days with you? 


before I die, to embrace you 


me this favour. 


Repreſent to yourſelf the delight which 


we ſhall taſte, when time ſhall reflors' us 


to each other, How long ſhall we ſtand 


ſpeechleſs in an extaſy of joy! and how 
long ſhall we ſpeak, after thouſand embra- 


ces, before we have ſatisfied ourſelves in 
relating our ſtrange adventures! Be not 
too anxious about me. I want no- 
thing ſo much as to hear how you and 
Mr. R** do. If your finances allow, 


pleaſe to ſend me a bill of exchange, by 


the means of which I may effect my re- 
turn; Since my confinement I have been 


plundered of every thing. I have endur- 
ed every inconveniency that a priſoner is 


expqꝗſed to on a journey of above ſig hun- 
| ared miles, 


The coarſe proviſion that 


. 
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has ſatisfied ſeveral , hundred fellow. pri- 
ſoners, has all this while ſypported me. 
The bitterneſs of the Ruſſians againſt the 6 
Swediſh nation, has increaſed the miſery 
of our confinement. They call their in- 
attention to our complaints, and their 
reſentment, a juſt retaliation for the bar- 
barous behaviour of our King towards the 
captive Ruſſians. The moſt terrible thing 
we met with, after paſſipg the Poliſh 
borders, was the want of water, as we 
were frequently obliged, in order. to avoid 

moraſſes, to wade throygh ſandy deſarts. 
My whole ſh ubſtance, ſince my. impri- 
ſonment, conſiſted of about 20 dollars, 
which a common Swediſh ſoldier made me 
a preſent of. He died a month before 
our arrival at Moſcow, of a wound, in a 
night which we were qbliged to ſpend i in 
the open air. He had ſhewed me much 
faithfulneſs on our march, and I reward- 
ed his ſervices by watching. and praying 
with him the whole night. He had ſew- 
; WTR 
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ed up a piece of gold i in his ER 2 «hs. 
worth 20 dollars, which his bride gave 
him at taking leave at Stockholm. This 
he gave me, and begged me to notify his 
death to her, at my return, and to be kind 

to her. I ſend you the paper in which 
the gold was wrapped up, on which the 
name of his bride is written. If poſſible 
apprize her of his death, and in return 
for the 20 dollars, which have been of 
Jo great ſervice to me and Steely, ſend her 
an hundred. As my countryman, who 
all the while held me by the hand, expi⸗- 


red, I fell aſleep at his ſide. At that 
inſtant, I dreamt that you met me near a 
river. O! how ſurpriſed you ſeemed 
at finding me again | ! I awoke, lying 
on my dead countryman, and thanked 
heaven for this pleaſing dream. By my 
friendſhip for the dying ſoldier, I gained 
the affection of fix others, who were 
preſent at his departure. They were 


bighly pleaſed, that I had ſo well prepar- 


I. 
5 


K 3 1 
ed him for his laſt moments. They beg- 
ed me to ſhew them the ſame favour, in 
caſe they ſhould die by the way; they 
vied with each other to ſerve me, and of- 
ten denied themſelves the comfort of freſh 
water, that they might give it to Steely 


and me, Soon after I fell fick, and grew 
fo ill, chat J could not walk. But rather 
than leave me behind, my ſix country- 


men carried me on a litter, with a chear- 
fulneſs, which neither fear nor reward 
could have produced. In this ſickneſs I 
clearly diſcerned the great difference be- s 
tween offices of love and compaſſion, and 
theſe performed out of obedience and hope 
of gain. Their deſire to ſerve me in- 
creaſed. with my danger, and though. 
otherwiſe not very fertile of invention, 
nor much uſed to pleaſe, they now contriv- 
ed a hundred ways to endeavour to pre- 
ſerve my life, becauſe they wanted to pre- 
ſerve it. This is the only ſickneſs I had 
on the road to Ruſſia. Six weeks ago, 
ve 
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we arrived at Muſcow, and' were the rk 
Swediſh priſoners, with the fight of whom 
the wild inhabitants of this place could 
glut and ſatisfy their vindictive eyes. 2 We 
were about 4co, who for half a day were 
publickly expoſed to the mob. The 
rabble would certainly have torn us to 
pieces, if we had not been well guarded. 
Having ſtood: a long while in a large 
ove and heard a 'chouſand bitter im- 
precations, which we could gueſs from 
their dreadful countenances, an old wes 
man ran up to a Ruffian' wflo was come = 
with us. She enquired where His comrade; 
her ſon, was? Being probably igtiorain 
whom ſhe meant, or what' was become of 
him, anſwered : the Swedes have mur- 
dered him. That moment ſhe fell upon 
me, crying, What! haſt thou killed my 
ſon? And tlirew me down on the ground, 
being fo weak and: faint, that I could 
ſcarce ſtand- upright, till the ſoldiers at 


laſt deliveted me from her rage. Conſi- | 
der, 
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der, my. beloyed ſpouſe! in what ſituatior 

1 then, as. In the very place, where 
my 1 ath er had | been Royal Envoy,. 1 was. 
now an U Ku mortal, and perhaps. 
on the very ſpot,” where he made his bril- 
liant entry, 1 was now expoſed 1 to the fury f 
of a woman. c 


Whereby! have 1 W the melan- 
cholly fate, to be ſeparated from you, to- 
be incloſed between the dreary. walls of | 
a2 priſon, in which, except Steely's com- 
pany, I am deprived of every comfort of. 
life, and know of no other joy but that 5 
of thinking « on you, and of relating. our 
adventures to each other? ? By bribing the 
goaler, Steely. has at laſt obtained liberty to- 
ſpeak to ſome merchants. from London, 
who have advanced an hundred dollars, 
and Promiſed to do him every poſlible ſer- 
vice, By means of this money, we hope 
at leaſt, to purchaſe a ſhadow of liberty; 
for if there be a poſſibility of exciting 
compaſſion i in them, it muſt be by dint of. 

ws = money. | 


money. At Eis return he brought a bor 

tle of wine and ſome biſcuits. Tout may is 
ſuppoſe perhaps. (ith he) at taking out . 
the bottle, that I have been regaling my. 

ſelf with wine, among my countrymen. 
No! my dear Count! 1 could not deny 
myſelf the pleaſure of drinking the firſt 
glaſs with you. T have not taſted one 
drop. But come now can Wait 
no longer — we will W our misforrune 
a few moments, and fel the cbinforts of 
the wine, and repreſent to ourſel ves what 
we wiſh, as if we poſſeſſed it already. 
We drank a glaſs. What refreſhment ! 
In an extaſy, we praiſed the Creator, WG 
had put ſack a virtue in the wine t6 
vivify our ſpirits, and in filent revolletione 
we thanked him for a repaſt, the like we 
had not taſted for a long glong while, We 5 
ſpent a whole afternoon over our bottle 
of wine. We tried to forget our paſt ſuf- 

ferings but in vain, It was as if a cet- 

tain ſatisfaction was wanting, if we did 
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not caſt 2 look om the” ſeries: of our me- 
lancholly incidents. We repeated them, 
as if we had never told them before; We 
comforted' ourſelves with the truth, that 
2 wiſe and merciful God had permitted 
this diſpenſation, and that we could not 
alleviate our forrows more effectually, than 
by ſubmitting to his will, tilt ir ſhould 
pleaſe him to give it a favourable turn, 
or take us out of this world. We gave 
each other the hand, to bear our affficti- 
ons with becoming fortitude. But whilſt 
Steely was looking at my hand, may we 
not (faith he) wiſh to offer theſe hands 
once mote, to thoſe. whom we love in our 
country? Suppoſe this ſhowld not be 
God's will, ſhould we ſtill be reſigned ? 
God forbid | faid T, that that ſhould 


| not be his will=—and conld ſpeak no 


more. Darkneſs overwhelmed my ſenſes. 
J could ſee no more reafons for refig- 
nation, but enough for complaints, 
eſpecially for tlie loſs of you. We kept 


ſilence 
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Glence, a while, and ſeemed. aſhamed 40 
recal the reſolution, which we had made 


after ſo mature conſideration. At laſt my 
friend ſaid, with a tone that betrayed the 


greateſt uncaſineſs: As God pleaſes I. I 


| Will not by my reſignation make a demand, 


that he ſhall regulate his diſpenſation ac- 
cording to my will, No! he ſhall order. 


But is it wrong to with to fee our coun- 


try, and to be releaſed out of a barbarous, 
priſon? Shall we ſpend our Whole life in 
theſe, miſerable circumſtances, . and only. 
hope for death? This was our reſignation, 


and that was often our caſe. When we. 


ſtrove to be moſt reſigned, we frequently 
grew moſt diſſatisfied. We ſee more 


clearly, the impoſſibility. of conq uering 
ourſelves, by conſidering providence, 


than by yielding to our feelings; we 


ſee the neceſſity of ſubmitting to his di- 


rections, and at the ſame time are * 
willing to depart from the plan 0 
our vites. We pant it ase 
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and that immediately, and! yet the 
concurring” circumſtances ' are not ini 
our power. Om account of this me- 
lancholly diſcovery; our heart is inclined 
to revenge itſelf, as it were, by. diſſatiſ- 

faction, and darkens the” underſtanding; | 
to the end that it may not have Rill.more 
to fear from its lig. 

We were not like the other common 
priſoners; conſtrained to work, yet were 
not allowed the leaſt liberty to go abroad. 
My: firſt employment in my priſon is this 
letter; andi having no- occupation; by 
the? means of wich, - wes might* ſomes 
times forget our miſery; ve. feeÞ our 
diſtreſs the more. ' And! if Steel liberty 
of ſeeing His countrymen, had; effected na 2 
more than: a few: ſheets: of paper and 
ink, it would be ineſtimable to us for 
this no money could: have procuredi 
Sidney, Steely*s' cbuntryman and couſin, 
is, to our ſorrow, lodged in- another part 
of zm city z and however poorly we are 
” of, 
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off, yet he muſt be worſe, . deſ- 
titute of money. Steely ſalutes you a 
ane times, and is your friend as well 1 
as mine. If I had him not with me, my 
ee would be a hell. Certain faults 
are connected with his honeſt and tender 
heart, for which 1. am much obliged ta 
him, becauſe they often interrupt our 
filence, - and give us ſomething to do. 
He values the merits of his nation, at the 
expence of other people. This partialiey, | 
a boiſterous: - temper, and a propenſity ta 
contradiction, render. him indiſpenſable 
and the more valuable to me. His con- 
tradictions proceed from the fullneſs of 
ſpirit and vivacity, from the love for the 
liberty of ſpeech, and a diſlike to a cring- 
ing condeſcenſion, from a ſuperabundant 
integrity, and tender ſenſation. In his cha- 
rater and his ſpeech, contradiction loſes 
its diſagreeableneſs, and becomes a ſpring 


of confident converſations and little diſ- 
putes, the want of which would make 


n 

our confinement much more tedious. In 
ſhort, we are made for one another. His 
faults counterbalance ' mine, and make 


his good qualities more viſible. He makes 


a good figure, being very per ſonable, and 


| his mein is as lively as his heart. He is 


but young. Diſappointment in love was 


the cauſe of his leaving his country, and 
entering into the Swediſh ſervice. I will 
relate his affair, in order to excite your 


compaſſion. Upon quitting the univer- 
ſity of Oxford, together with his couſin 


Sidney, he retired to his father's eſtate, 


a few miles from London, in order to 


purſue his ſtudies more uninterruptedly. | 


Here he contracted an ' acquaintance with 


a young lady, daughter to a neighbouring 


gentleman, and began to love for the firſt 
time. After two years, and a thouſand 
conquered obſtacles, and as many proofs 
of her faithfulneſs, | he at laſt obtained her 
parents”: conſent, and his father's approba- 
tion. The day of their marriage was ap- 
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po ted: accordingly he ſet out imme» 
diately-with : his father, to fetch her and 

the reſt of the gueſts. They arrived at 
noon, and were to return the ſamedaftet 
noon. He ſat in a bower in the tendereſt bs 
converſation -with his Antonia, when he 
was told that the coach was ready, Leave 
me one moment, - ſaid ſnhe trembling to 
him, and when all is ready, then pleaſe 
to fetch me. He returned and begged 
| +her to come along. | Now I cam ready, 
Taid-ſhe, offering him her hand, to follow 
you! was all in a tremble, and know not 
why—Am I not happy enough to haſten 
to your embraces to enjoy the comforts of 
marriage? Come | I am yours. He then 
went into the coach with her, and the 
others followed in two carriages, Love, 
the moſt innocent and moſt happy love, 
irs-firſt: riſe, progreſs, and what they had 
felt for each other, was their converſation 
in the coach. In the: midſt of their diſ- 11 
courſe, hen they were about a mile diſ- c 
| tant 
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tante from his father's houſe, a ſtorm. aroſe. 
In a little time the whole horizon grew! 
dark, and one clap of thunder followed 
the other. The thunder ftruck: one of 
their horſes. Antonia ſprang up in the 
coach in the' greateſt anxiety, and reached 
Steely. her hand, to accompany kinm to the 
next village: As ſhe ſtretched: forth her! 
hand, there | came à terrible clap, that 
ſtruck him back in the coach. As ſoon! 
as he recovered; the fright, he beheld his: 
bride leaning at the door of the coach, 
ſtruck dead by the thunder, in the ſame: 
attitude as ſhe held forth her hand. Can: 
there be a greater misfortune? My poor 
friend ! Half a year after, his father con- 
ſtrained: him to take a- journey in order to 
diſpel his melancholy. He ſem him in 
the retinue of the Engliſh Envoy, who 


was ſetting Out for Stockholm, and gave a7 


him his couſin for a companion. In this 
very city he reſolved, either out of melan- 
choly, or diſguſt to life, to commence a 

N ſoldier, 
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ſoldier, and perſuaded his couſin to do 


the ſame. He has ſince then acquainted 


the Envoy with his misfortunes, and at 
the ſame time interceded for me, under the 


name of Capt. Lowenhoek. Perhaps that 


gentleman may be inſtrumental in procur- 
ing our releaſe. Pleaſe to direct your let- 


ters to the ſecretary of this Envoy, ac- 


cording to the incloſed direction; he is 
Steely's good friend. I ſhould continue 
my epiſtle, if I was not ſcant of paper. 


Will you ever receive this letter? Tes 1 
truſt you will; and 1 rejoice already | in 


the hops of an anſwer from you. * 
— Ew EBT 
My en as I am informed, had 
wrote me three letters. Two from Moſ- 
cow and one from Siberia. The ſecond 


from Moſcow is loſt, It was wrote a year 


after the firſt, and at a time when his 
impriſonment was more bearable. Steely 
had gained more and more upon the goal- 


. by means of his countrymen and their 


money 


* 
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money. He had obtained ſo mech; that his 
couſin Sidney was removed to him and m 
Conſort. By the company of this unfor- 
tunate man, of whom there is a moving 
account in the following letter, their in- 
conveniency was in ſome meaſure alleviat- 
cd. My ſpouſe could not ſufficiently re- 
late the good qualities of this Sidney. He 
was naturally affectionate and timorous, 
and became a ſoldier merely to pleaſe 
Steely. According to his natural diſpoſi- 
tion he felt the irkſomneſs of confinement 
more ſenſibly then they. But melancho- 
ly as he was, when Steely and my 
Conſort were low ſpirited, he became, 
out of regard for them, their comfor- 
ter. The following is the letter which 
my ſpouſe wrote to me from Fobolſky in 
Siberia: 4185 


« My Dear, 

T hope you are ſtill alive, becauſe it is. 
what my heart wiſhes, O! that I was 
ſure that you would receive this letter, 

which 
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which TI write from the moſt remote, and 
moſt terrible part of the globe. A Poliſh 
Jew, who trades to Tobolſky, and is juſt 
on his return to Poland, is become my 
friend and benefactor; and may perhaps 
become my deliverer. A year ago I found 
him almoſt frozen to death, himſelf and 
his horſe being- covered with ſnow in a 
wild wood, where according to my un- 
1 happy deſtiny IJ was employed in catching 
= Zobel,“ and it was with the utmoſt dan- 
i ger of my life that T ſaved his. This man 
has ſhewed a moſt generous gratitude, and! 
has proved that there are . alſo. good men 
amongſt thoſe people.. He did not reſt till 
he had preſented me: to the governor, 
_ who eſteemed him on account of his great 
wealth. Sir! (ſaith he) this Swediſh of- 
ficer has faved my life, and I poſſeſs gra- 
titude and money enough to ranſom him. 
The 


- 


A creature whoſe kin yields the belt Ruſſian 
furs. 


C 120 7 =P 
The governer anſwered, that was not in his 
power, and that he could not releaſe any 
one without orders from the Court. The 
Jew then preſented him a purſe 'of gold, 
and entreated him to excuſe me from 
the toilſome ſervices of common priſoners. 
This the governer promiſed, but upon 
condition chat he ſhoukd pay every day 
two copeks for me. My benefactor cheer- 
fully laid down the money for a Whole 
year beforehand, and begged it as a fa- 
vour to have liberty of viſiting me in the 
priſon- yard. But before I relate my pre- 
ſent circumſtances, I muſt ſirſt tell vou 
my three years adventures in Siberia, and 
how I came into this country. 


You have learnt by my laſt. letter 

from Moſcow, that Sidney. Steely? 8 rela- 
tion, was at this time Put into the ſame 
confinement with us. The. money which 
his: countrymen hacl again advanced for 
him, made our circumſtances eaſier for 
ſome months. We v were not ob] liged” to 
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live in common with the other priſoners 
an. their. miſerable proviſion.” . We could 
at leaſt procure ſomewhat better for din- 
ner. We had long ſollicited our oyerſeer 
to procure. us ſome Engliſh. or French 
wil in vain. He ſupplied us with 
ſome Ruſſian chronicles, and a Pope, or 
Clergyman, . who ſhould teach us that 
language. O!] how glad were we to find 
ſomething to do! The books were yery 
indifferent, and yet we read them at leaſt 
ten times through, We forgot our miſe- 
ry whilſt reading; and this advantage rich- 
ly compenſated the pain we were obliged 
to take, in order to learn the hiſtory of 
the old barbarous Dukes of Ruſſia. Our 
Pope taught us two hours every day for 
a very ſmall conſideration. At laſt he 
brought ſome ſmall tracts that treated of | 


the. Greek. religion. He was as ignorant 
thereof himſelf, as poſſible. Steely, ac- 
cording to his cuſtom, frequently contra- 

dicted him; and tho' but a poor profici- 
| 0 ent 
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ent in the Ruſſian language, yet he was 
maſter enough to refute him. Sidney and 
I often intreated him not to do i it, becauſe 
we perceived it vexed the Pop e. Our 
money being almoſt ſpent, and as the Pope 
came at laſt almoſt conſtantly intoxicated, 
we diſmiſſed him. That offended him. 
He ſcolded Steely and poor Sidney, who. 
made the laſt payment. We endeavoured, 
to pacify him by good words or ſilence 
but to no purpoſe. Brandy and à mean- 
ſpirited groveling ſoul roared out of him, 
and he made ſuch a hidious noiſe, that the 
guard thought proper to interfere, and in- 
quire what was the matter? The wicked 
Pope charged us with ſpeaking againſt the 
Car and the Greek church. This en- 
raged the ſoldiers to ſuch a degree, that 
we were in danger of being torn 46. Pied 
The Overſeer came and promiſed thay ? 
ſatisfaction; and we were; choingd/24)ahe 
vileſt criminals. . Ol my dear fn 1 
W the es we then felt 


— 
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1 relate the whole? The next day 4 


vere examined. The Pope, whoſe word 


paſſed as infallible, repeated his accuſation 
againſt Steely, My friend pleaded - net 


guilty. But innocence availed nothing at 


this dreadful tribunal. To extort a con- 
feſſion from him, they threw him on the 
ground, and gave him the bodoggen. He 


endured this violent treatment with un- 


paralleHed firmnets, and not one word of 


complaint eſcaped him, tho' under the 


hands of thoſe barbarians, who beat his 
naked body with two large ſticks. Still 
he confeſſed nothing. The tormentor 
then took Poor Sidney in hand. The 


Pope charged him alſo; and Sidney, tho 


he ſought with tears and entreaties ro eſcape 


their mercileſs hands, was thrown down 


on the ground, I turned my face away, 
in order to avoid ſeeing his anguiſh ; but 


IJ vas forced by theſe miſcreants to be ſpec- 
tator of this heart-piercing ſcene, He 
diced under their hands. No ſooner had ke 


received 


ene 
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received the allotted number of lakes, but 
he lay motionleſs. Water was fetched and 
thrown in his face, to recover him 

from fainting, but there was no life, in 
him; our judges ſeemed not much alarmed 
at this, as accuſed perſons. are frequently 
_ diſpatched, right or wrong, after this 
cruel manner. Steely was carried away 
on account of his weakneſs, Sidney was 
dead, and I ſtood in a dreadful expecta · 
tion of my fate. The wicked Pape either 
loſt his revenge, at the ſight of Sidney 
death, or Perhaps he thaught himſelf 
leaſt wronged by me. He did not charge 
me with direct ſpeeches againſt the go- 
vernment, he only inſiſted that I ſhould 
own that my two comrades were guilty. 1 
declared I could not affirm this. Prepara- 
tion was made for my torture. They 
threw me down, and aſked once more: 
whether I did not hear them ſpeak againſt 
the ſtate? I was violently agitated by the 


approaching excruciating pain, and fear 


. „ 
of death. But ] reſolved, rather to ſuf. 
fer death, than ſave my life by a falſe 
teſtimony, which would coſt Steely his life; 
1 do not know whether my piriable 
look excited the Pope's compaſſion, 
but he interceded in my behalf, alled- 
ging, that as I did not very well under- | 
ſtand the Ruſſian language, probably I 
might not have apprehended the purport. 
of their converſations, - I was ſuffered” to 
riſe, and reconducted to priſon, where 1 
found Steety in à ſwoon. I threw myſclf 
down on the hard bed, embracing him 
| with one hand——the other was chaln- 
ed. He lay ſpeechleſs the whole night, 
in a ſtupifying- lumber. The morn- 
ing broke in. I ſpoke to him. At Jaft, 
to my inexpreſſible joy, he opened his 
eyes, and reached me his hand. The 
goaler came and inquired if Steely was a- 
live. He took off my chains, and ſeemed 

to pity us. I aſſured him in the ſtrongeſt 

terms, of my friend's innocence. That 


-- 
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doth not help you, ſaid he the teſti- 
 wony of the Pope, being a divine, has 
carried it, and you vill be ſent to Siberia, 
God help you! I cannot help you, or I 
mult expect the worſt from the Pope. Be 
thankful if your tongues are not cut out 
of your throats, before you are exiled to 
Siberia; for that is the puniſhment gene- 
rally inflicted upon traytors. Why were 
ye ſo imprudent as to offend the Pope ? A 
few days hence you muſt go to Siberia. 
| ſhall probably never ſce you more, I 
threw myſelf down by Steely, who ſtill 
ſcemed ſenſeleſs, and in fo far was happier 
than I, The goaler, inſtead of comfort, 
demanded moreover a pecuniary reward 

for his ſervice in imparting this terrible 
news. I felt in Steely's pocket for money, 
but it was gone. And as the priſon. keep- 
er ſaw no money, the remaining ſhadow- 
of compaſſion vaniſhed away intirely. 
He left us in a pet, and i in a ſituation not 


to be deſcribed, I ſunk into Mo grief 
and 


L in 1 
and melancholy. I thought myſelf for- 
faken'of God and. man—I felt a hidden 
rebellion in my heart againſt providence, 


ve 


and in that diſmal ſituation 1 fell aſleep, 


_ wiſhing that I might wake no more. I had, 
not ſlept for many nights, and my, diſſi- 


pated and weary ſpirit required a long re- 


poſe. Before I could recover myſelf I he- 
lieve I ſlept twenty-four hours in one 


ſtretch, I awoke, and ſaw. my friend 


lying by me with his eyes open. He aſk- 
ed where Sidney was? For he was remoy-. 


ed before Sidney died. I could anfwer 
Him nothing. Is he dead? I could wiſh 
res ; for then he would be better off than 


Is he then no more in the hands of 


as executioners? I told him he was dead. 
I aſked him whether he felt great pains ? 
And he inquired the ſame of me, think- 
ing I had endured the ſame tortures. If 
they have ſpared you (he continued) then 
I am doubly happy. Sidney is dead, and 
you have not felt my afflictive torture. 
For both we muſt thank God, 


I could 


8 1 
T could now no longer conceal from him 
the intended removal of us to Siberia, I 
told him what I had heard from the gaoler. 
He ſeemed ſo indifferent and hardened, 
by what he had ſuffered, that Siberia did 
not frighten him. But as ſoon as I hint- 


ed, that perhaps we ſhould be. worſe there, 
he wrung his hands, No! no! ſaid he, 
rather death a thouſand times. Would 


you wiſh to live to be ſo abuſed? We fell 
anew into rage and deſpair, That. very 
moment the gaoler entered, and let us 
know, that we were to decamp for Sibe- 
ria early the next morning. Steely cri- 


ed out: Have we any more to ſuffer firſt? 


No, ſaid the gaoler; you are only con- 
demned to hard labour in Siberia, The 
greateſt miſery now appeared talerable to 
us, being informed that no further vio- 
lence would be done to us, and we found 
a ſort of comfort in the deprivation of 


that fear, which we could derive from no 


other quarters; Steely would make the 
. keeper 
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Kegper an acknowledgment, but he was 
robbed of his money; tho? after a long 


ſearch he found ar laſt two roubles. He 
roſe from his bed with joy, and told him 


that he would divide bis riches with him: 


On this the gaoler ſhewed ſo much hu- 
manity, that he returned the half. Steely 
inquired where Sidney's corpſe was inter- 


red; or whether he could not ſee it? He 


received for anſwer, that he was buried 


where malefactors generally are. Let 
him be interred where he will (replied 
Steely in a vehement agitation of mind) 
he was an honeſt man, and my friend; he 


has ſuffered wrongfully — IT endeavoured 


to ſilence him, leſt he might expoſe him- 
ſelf to greater misfortunes. He inquired | 
whether he could not ſpeak with one of his 
countrymen ? But that was not allowed, 
Our gaoler now took his leave; we gave 
him many thanks for his philanthropy, 
tho* we had puchaſed it. We embraced ' 
him, : and aſked once more, if it was certain 
| that 


% 


. 


chat no further cruelties would be exerciſed 


upon us. He aſſured us of this with the 


greateſt oath that can be expreſſed in their 


language. We offered him money to pro- 
cure us ſome victuals; for we had ſcarce 
eat any thing for three days paſt. All at 


once he grew generous, and ſaid he would 


bring us ſomething to eat, ſome . brandy 
for our melancholy journey, and a plaiſter 
for Steely's wounds, that would be of: 
great uſe to him. That evening we ſup⸗ 
ped quietly, and reſigned ourſelves to e- 
very future event, being perſuaded that 
nothing worſe could befal us than what 
we had experienced already. Steely's 
pains were greatly mitigated by means of 
the received plaiſter. Without ſleep we 


ſpent the night, and the next morning we 


were called away. The gaoler delivered 
us to the officer, who conducted us to the 
other eight priſoners who were ordered for 


Siberia, and who were chiefly Ruſſians of 


rank, ſuſpected of rebejlion. We ere 
1 „ 
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all ten placed in two carriages, ad& I had. 
the grief to ſee my Steely ſeparated from 
me, and ordered to the other waggon. 
Nothing could have more contributed to 
my miſery, We were conveyed from one 

ſtage to another, ſo that I could ſcarce 
ſpeak a few words to Steely the whole 
journey. Three of my companions were 
Ruſſians, and their hearts were as wild as 

their countenances. Their difgrace made 

them the more bitter, and they were a- 

ſhamed, being Ruſſian Knees, or Noble- 

men, to ſhare the ſame fate with a Swede, 
and a Frenchman, who was my fourth 
companion. The Frenchman, a Major, 
who had inconſiderately drawn his ſword 
againſt his Coloncl, ſoon became my con- 
fidant, and we were the happier, becauſe 
none of the Ruſſians underſtood French. 

He had not loſt the noble ſentiments of 

education, in the field; and different as 

the ſituation of our minds were, yet our 
ſufferings became a cement of friendſhip. 


He 


. 
He was naturally of an honeſt turn, and 
his diſtruſt vaniſned as he became more 
acquainted with me. On this troubleſome 
journey I formed him ſo as I wanted him 
to be, and as he muſt be if he ſnould in 
any degree compenſate for the loſs of 
Steely. The nearer we approached to Si- 
beria, the cooler and more uncivil recepti- 
on we met with. We ſtill remain 'gentle-- 
men (ſaid the Major to me) altho' the- 
mob inſults us.—He, I, and the noble 
Ruſſians, were all equally poor; and in caſe 
we had poſſeſſed ſomething, either the. 
mob or guard would have robbed us of 
it all, for that is the fate of all thore cul- 
prits that are ſent to Siberia. We had 
nothing but dry bread allowed us; and 
with that we were fatisfied. But the cold 
pinched us horribly. None felt it more 
fenſibly than Steely, who had been ſo in- 
humanly: mangled, After ſix or ſeven. 
| weeks we arrived. at Tobolſky, the place 
ef our deſtination; Here we found: every 
ER | O 3 thing 
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thing that can make a country diſagree- 
able, and a priſoner melancholy. We 
were brought before the Governor, and I 
was again ſeparated from my dear Steely; 
but Rumour remained with me. The 
governor enjoined us all alike the miſera- 
ble employment of catching Zobels, whoſe 
ſkins are ſent to court. Repreſent to 

_ yourſelf what a perſon of my rank and 

turn of mind muſt feel, who is condem= 
ned to rove about the dreary woods with 
blunt arrows to ſhoot Zobels, or to 
catch them with traps, an office ſuperla- | 
tively mean! and at the ſame time to be 
under” the command of ſuch, who are 
more terrible, and often not much more 
reaſonable than the very beaſts in the foreſt. 
If the greateſt affliction did not loſe ſome- 
thing of its oppreſſion. in a length of time; 
if the greateſt difficulties and troubles did 
not become habitual to us, or rather if 
God did not at certain hours alleviate 
* burthen of the unfortunate, who. 
without 


3 
without their own fault are become ſuch; 
by means of their own innocence, or the 
ſecret ſatisfaction of a good conſcience, 
I ſhould have been in a ſtate of deſpair in 
Siberia. Miſerable as every day was, yet 
I found a certain interval of ſatisfaction, 
when I could relate now and then to Ru- 
mour what had happened to me, and alſo 
thoſe things which 1 had told him a hun- 
dred times before. To be a ſlave, is un- 
doubtedly the greateſt misfortune ; but 
to have a friend as a companion in our 
miſery, is at the ſame time a | great hap- 
pineſs. An embrace, a word, a look 
from him, is an inexpreſſible comfort; all 
is compaſſion, And what does a man, 
ſubject to the neceſſity of being miſerable, 
ſeek nfore than compaſſion. I ſhould be 
ungrateful to Providence, if, whilſt re- 
lating my troubles, I did not at the ſame 
time take notice of thoſe agrecableneſſes, 
which the moſt miſerable ſometimes enjoy 
in thoſe circumſtances. The nature of 
e | _ things 
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things often changes, as it were, to pleaſe 
the unfortunate; and thoſe things that in 
proſperity would have proved a trouble 
to me, were in my adverſity a comfort. 
Since I am leſs of a ſlave, I have often 

conſidered theſe traces of Providence with 
deep reſpect, tho* with an inward, ſhud- 
dering. Often at the ſight of another ex- 
ile, I have' felt comfort in a momeat, 
when I was on the brink of deſpair. 
Death itſelf, otherwiſe ſo terrible, is be 
come a real pleaſure to me, and the 
thought of death, that otherwiſe disheart- 
ens, has often raiſed me up, under the 
load which made me figh, Often have ! 
fallen aſleep with the comfort, that this 
night may perhaps prove my laſt, which 
has made me as eaſy as if I poſſeſſed all 
I could wiſh for. And when deſtitute of 
every comfort about me, religion fre- 
quently furniſhed me with conſolations 
from the other world; Having ſpent three 
whole years in real ſlavery, being ebliged_ 

4 ; 5 to 
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to purchaſe my bit of bread; from the 


hands of my oppreſſors, by a certain 
number of animals which we muſt find 
them, the incident of the Poliſh Jew 


came to paſs. This generous man de- 


livered me from̃ that wretched work by 
his interceſſion and money. He brought 


it about by degrees, that I got a more 
pleaſant lodging. And ſoon after he en- 
deavoured to alleviate my captivity. He 
brought me a ſuit of clothes, and de- 


| livered me from the coarſe coat that I had 
worn. Frightful dreſs, that ſtill hangs 


here before my eyes, and puts me in mind 
of my paſt miſery, . He preſented me with 
furs and bedding, which at firſt retarded 


my ſleep. A long habit of fleeping on a 


hard flock- bed, had rendered a ſoft bed 
uſeleſs to me. He paid me frequent vi- 
its, and every viſit was accompanied 
with a kind office. As much as my ſitu- 
ation differed from what it had been, yet 
could not be quite eaſy, becauſe I could 
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not make my friend Steely or Rumour; 
ſhare. with me in the enjoyment. thereof, 
My. benefactor had learnt, that Steely was 
ſent to Pohem, - fourteen days journey 
from Tobolſky, but whether he was dead 

or alive, he could not learn; The Jew 
had made me a preſent of a dozen of du- 
cats to ſupply my neceſſities in his ab. 
ſence. I ventured to beg of him, to car- 
ry three of them to Rumour, or to pro- 
cure him ſome refreſhment for them; the 
remainder I reſerved in my mind for 
Steely. He complied, but that did not 
ſuffice him, he even brought Rumour 
for a few hours to me. I divided my 
heart and all I had with him. I was in 
hopes of enjoying this pleaſure oftner, 
but he fell ſick and died; and I could 
not obtain leave to viſit him, till a- few. 
hours before his departure, when he could 
ſcarce ſpeak any more. The Jew conti- 
nued his viſits, according to promiſe. He 
made ſeveral. propoſals, and gave me ſome 
81 account 
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account of the governor, adding that he was 
in great favour with the Czar, that he had 
been in Germany, that his lady was born 
in Courland, and is greatly i in Catherine” 8 
graces. He told me further, that the 


governor was a great lover of architecture, 
and that I could ſoon merit his friendſhip 
if I | underſtood any thing of. that art. 


This was a pleaſing piece of news to me. 


I told, him that I could draw plans for 
buildings, and if he could procure me the 


materials, it would at leaſt prove an a- 
muſement to me in my ſolitude. He did 
ſo, and I exerciſed myſelf for ſome weeks, 


As ſoon as I had finiſhed a deſign, the 
the Jew carried 1t to the governor, The | 


next day the governor ſent for me. To 
my good luck, he had ſome notion of 
drawing; and, as my commander, he fa- 
voured me with a few ſmiles, and con- 
verſed with me in broken German and 


Latin. He was ſurprized that I was fo 


ready in Latin, and from that moment he 
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began to pity me. If it was in my power, 
"1 he, I would grant you your liberty; 
but you are ſent to Siberia for life, and all 
I can do is to make your confinement to- 
lerable. As long as I live you ſhall be 
diſpenſed from all ſervile labour, without 
any further gratuity from the Jew. - Are 
you ſatisfied with this? I returned him 
my humble thanks with an affected heart. 
I You may eaſily gueſs what I had further 
to aſk. I made uſe of all my eloquence, 
in order to move him to ſhew the ſame 
generoſity to a friend of mine, whoſe 
name is Steely, who came with me to 
Siberia. Your requeſt (ſaid he) is more 
than I can well grant. 1 will conſider of 
it. You may now go and finiſh the plan 
of the building that I ſpoke to you about. 
Juſt as he was ſpeaking, a fine lady, of 
an elegant and noble aſpect, entered the 
apartment, Stop! ſaid he, to me. Here, 
my dear! ſaid he, is the unfortunate 
Swede, of whom I told you lately. . 
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you pleaſe you may now converſe with 
him, and order him ſome victuals 


will go a huting a few hours. He went, 
and his lady diſcourſed with me in a very 


gracious manner, and ſaid ſhe had reaſon 


to take part in my misfortune, becauſe 
I was half a countryman of het's. She 


aſked a thouſand queſtions, and rewatded 


my relation of things with a ſympathizing 
attention, and with a civility which took 
away all my fear, fo that I could ſpeak 
without reſtraint. Nothing ſeemed to 
pleaſe her ſo much, as the deſcription I 


gave of you, and my wiſhes to ſee you 


again, 'T pity you, ſaid the, after having 
converſed with me about two hours, and 


if I was nearer the court 1 would en- 
deavour to give a more happy turn to 
your affairs, but perhaps it is poſſible that 


I may contribute ſomething towards 
your return to your own country. 
The extraordinary love which, contrary 


to che cuſtom of your ſex, you entertain 
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for your lady, and you misfortunes, are 


ſufficient motives of engaging my friends 
ſhip, and I cannot help entertaining a re. 


ſpect for you, alcho' you-ſtand in the un- 
happy predicament of a ſlave. If my com. 


paſſion pleaſes you, make yourſelf as Ca- 


y as you can, in à country where bar- 


barity ſupplies, the place of virtue. 1 


would this day dine with you, if, I was al. : 
lowed to follow my own inclination. She 
then took a, glaſs of wine from the table, 
that was ready laid, and. drank your good 
health, Her! magnanimous behaviour touch- 


ed me ſo ſenſibly, that I could not refrain 


from ſhedding tears, and it was not poſ- _ 
ſible for me to conceal my real name from 
her any longer. I threw. myſelf down at 
: her feet; Madam! cried. I, I muſt thank 
you on my knees for the Friendſhip. you 
ſhew an unfortunate man, I muſt, tell 


you. the whole, tho? my confeſſion ſhould. 
endanger my life. All that 4. have old. 


vou is true ; 5. but my name is. not Lowen- 


ien. = 


hoek. . 


8 


> 
* 


- 


> 
hock. No! I am the Count de G, 
and I intreat you not to divulge it. She 


raiſed me up, and J related my misfor- 


tunes in the army. O God ! ſhe cried; 
are you Count de G-*®? My Conſort 
knew your father when he was Envoy ar 
Moſcow. Unfortunate Count! Let him 
know nothing about it. "Tho? I have rea- 

ſon to be ſatisfied with your behaviour, 
yet he is of a violent and vindictive temper, 
and how eaſily might it happen that you 
offend him contrary to your inclination. 
Demean yourſelf always with great ſub- 
miſſion towards him, eſpecially when he 


treats you with the greateſt civility, other- 


wiſe you will be in danger of ſuffering ſtill 
more. He loves money, and it will be 


to your. advantage if the Jew makes him 


now and then a preſent, I have no mo- 
ney (ſhe continued) to aſſiſt you, bus 
L have jewels, of which my huſband. 


knows nothing of; I will fetch you ſome. 


The Jew A bogeſt man, and will ar 
leaſt. 


1 1 . 

leaſt give you half the value of t m, 
but I ſhould nor chuſe him to know from 
whom you had: them. She then brought ä 
me two gold frames, that had probably 
been taken from a couple portraits. They 
were ſet with precious ſtones, - Accept 
this preſent, ſaid ſhe, as a token, that 
my good will is not wanting to alleviate 
your diſtreſs. I doubt whether I ever 
may have an opportunity of converling 
with you again alone; therefore I repeat 
my ſympathy and regard for you, and de- 
ſire you to acknowledge me your friend, 
even when I ſhall be obliged to act the 
part of your miſtreſs. Return again to 
your quiet retreat, I will try whether I can 
perſuade my Confort to give you the com- 
pany. of your friend Steely. I am not 
ſure. Adieu my poor Count. —-I re- 
turned as in triumph, and henceforth J 
eſteemed myſelf happy in the hands of 
barbarians: to ſuch à degree did the 


1 of this generous ſoul fill my 
heart 


[ 168: ]] 


Heart with hope and reſpect. My Jew vi- 
ſited me the next day: And, before I ac-: 


quainted him in what manner the gover- 


nor received me, told him that I had 
found ſome jewels in the cloaths of my 
friend, whick he had left with me, where 


by I hoped to refund him the ſums he hab 
been Kind enough to pay for me. He view-* 
ed the things with amazement, and ſeemed⸗ 


to believe me. Thele- are princely. Jewels 5 
ſaid he, and I cannot better demonſtrate 
my ſincere intentions for you, than by tel 


ling you honeſtly that they · are worth 5 or 


6000 dollars. If ydu- will eruſt me with® 
them, I u ill ſell them for you, to a Few? 
that deals in jewels. A man, continued 
he, that has done me ſo much good, de- 


ferves the greateſt ſervices: But, What 
will you do with ſo much money? you 


may ſoon be robbed of ĩt N will zedge the 
money that I receive for the ann the 


| hands of a wo that lives here ;- he malt 


* — 
47 ** Lb 4 1 * — 
5 + - % S © * 


ke 
9 
22 
9 + 
34d 
1 1 
N 
f f 
* 
A 
v 
1 
% 
% 
[ 


REV IL > ld nn 


5 ** 


* 
* * 
4 
we eta 4 8 1 4 54 8 v * AE 
2 r © PO" a $58 - aa - , 
CSIC a” 22 pc 1 5 4 * * 1 — . Ts i was 
r - AN 7 + k p * >_> 
Valery 2 STI F n e » 4, 


Sa 


(: wei} 
not defraud you of one farthing. I will 
tell him, and before I return to Poland, 
I will tell the governor likewiſe, that I have 
conſigned ſuch a ſum for you, as the pre- 
ſerver of my life, for your ſupport, and 
if poſſible for your ſpeedy ranſom. In 
ſhort I was quite ſatisfied. He fold the 
Jewels for 5000 dollars, brought me 1000 
in ready money, and the remainder in 
bills. J offered him 300 dollars for his 
trouble. But he would not receive my 
offer on any other condition, but of pre- 
ſenting that ſum to the governor, to ſecure 
his favour. That was done. He ſignifi- 
ed to me, by the Jew, that I ſhould ſoon 
bave Steely with me, eſpecially as he un- 
derſtood ſomething of architecture. The 
Jew is juſt on the point of departing from 
hence. I loſe a real friend in that honeſt 
man; but I will freely part with him, if 
be proves iniſtrumental in conveying re- 
ciprocal intelligence between you and me. 
He knows my true ſtation in life, and has 
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made a ſacred WR not to betray. me, 
nor to reſt till he has found out your a- 
bode in Livonia. In this laſt view, he 


accepted 100 dollars, to defray the expen- 
ces of that journey. Here comes that 


honeſt man! to take leave, and to fetch 


my letter. I embrace you, be where you 


will, with the moſt faithful affection. . 


May but my circumſtances remain as they 
are! then I hope ſtill to ſee you once 


more, and to forget my paſt diſtreſſes in 
your embraces. Pray heaven to beſtow 
this happineſs. Yes, wy net” he pe: 
dom | 

2, . As Steely 3 is not yet with me, 1 
have wrote to his father at London, and 
to the Engliſh Envoy at Stockholm, and 


under the name of Lowenhoek, apprized 


them of my tree. e and a 


Y +14 35 


Theſe are the two letters, that' my Con- 
Ln. wrote to me, duringhis impriſonment. 


2. UND: a 
Ker ſpent one year and a half in Siberiag: 

from the time he wrote the laſt letter. 4 
will relate the mag as I heard 1 it from his 


Gn woch. fob oe: 99 101 057 een 


eee wh beben. of the 
Few, ſaid he; I: was called to the gov Tn. 
Þ gave' him the draught, with due fubmiſ- 
ſion, Wich he had ordered me to „ 
He was pretty well pleaſed with it; but 
ſtil} he was governor, and I his priſoner. 
In ſhort, he was aſhamed to ſhe we me any. 
external reſpect "which his · heart perhaps 
could not deny me. He aſked; whether 
the Jew had left ſuch a ſum of money for? 
me? and I anſwered he did. He then 
ordered the priſoner to appear kefote him. 
It was my dear Steely, wMom I Arad not ſeem 
for: four years. I forgot, for joy, that 
Rood. before the governor, and ran with 
open arms to Steely. He ſhall be your 
companion, ſaid. the governor ; but how 
long. I cannot tell. + I, underſtood this 


17414 


language, and begged e lay doyn a 
85 n 3 | thou- | 


and wept, I had ſeveral times aſked him, 


| 0 } 
thou 2 for his ſubſiſtance. He 
ſaid he would receive it as à pledge, that 


we would "wp 9 5 The VE: 


cd, ws ; called, a kat; the thouſand: 


dollars. He alſo got leave, in \room: 


of the other Jew, to viſit me, and 
to ſupply me with neceſſaries. No-] 


1 baſtened back to my lodging, wit 


my Steely, who ſeemed as it were in a 


trance, and had only uttered ſome broken 


ſentences to me. Our kirſt oeeupation was, 
without ſpeaking ons word. I then 
brought him clean linnen and 9: ſuit. of 
cloaths witk which the Jex had prov n 
me before his departure; but he was not 
able alone to put them on for extafy of 


joy, and I was obliged to help him. He, 


looked at the things I gave him with aſto- 
niſhment, as if he had forgotten the uſe of 
them. Being dreſſed, he ſtared at himſelf | 


how 
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more than I. All the time he had been a 


- 


T” 
how he had fare? all the anſwer Lace 4 


ſtanding my curioſity, I ſcarce: think | 
could have attended to his relation, if he. 
had been able to anſwer my queſtions, my 
mind being ſo exceedingly agitated by joy 
and friendſhip. - I offered him half a glaſs: 

of wine, as I had no more, and put him 
in mind how he had once treated me at 
Moſeow. At laſt we came to ourſelves.: 
We had ſo much to tell each other, that 
we did not know where to begin. Whole 
nights and-days were ſpent. with theſe rela- 
tions, and as many more: in recapitulatingy 
our õceurrenctes. Steelychad. ſuffered . much 


fave, without compaſſion; and without a. 


friend; and what is: ſtill worſe, the com- 


panion of the wicked Ruſſian knees Eſkin. 
That wretch had made his cell every even- 
ing a perfect hell to him, after having 


5 *. whole day in n ſhocking. drudge- 
ries. 


ries. 1 a thouſand low tricks, 


whercat nature recoils, 1 will only relate 
one inſtance. Steely was fick, and could 


* 

I not riſe from his uncomfortable. bed for 

k ſeveral days: he. therefore found himſelf 

5 neceſſitated, at Eſkin's return from the 
5 woods, to aſk the favour of him to hand 
5 him a can "of, water, becauſe . he was 

7 thirſty, 10 S0 you are very dry, ſaid Eſkin 
* —I am very glad of it—I have alſo often 
5 been dry, and you ; are but an inſignificant 
6 mortal compared to 4 prince. He then 
dock. the veſſel, and threw che water at 
„ . Stcely's feet, and laughed. There, tei 
* he, is that enough for you? ? Can any 
"4 thing more be wanting to make a man def- 
4 perate, than to have Auch an inbuman | 
A companion in „ 5 

* About a year after this, | E in one 
Wi of his mad fits behaved ſo ill towards bis 
g overſeer, that he was beaten moſt terribly, 
„ and carried almoſt dead to his room. 
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He got nothing to eat for two days; 


but Steely was ſo generous, as to divide 
his morfel with him. He gave him now 


and then a drink; he waſhed his wounds. 


Then the Ruſſian preſſed his hand and 


ſaid: Forgive me! that I have not behav- 


ed ſo towards you, as yon do to me. 


From this time he gave him leſs trouble. 
The greateſt good luck he met with, dur. 
ing his abſence from me, conſiſts in a 


piece of friendſhip, which a Coffack-girl 
ſhewed him, the laſt year before his return 
to Tobolſky. She proved that there are 


alſo noble ſouls among the wild nations. 
Steely was one day ſo ſucceſsful, that 
de caught the full number of Zobels in a 
lirtle time. On his return to town, he ſat 
down by a ſpring to refreſh and reſt him- 


ſelf. Here a handſome girl drew nigh and 


looked earneſtly at Win. At laſt ſhe fat 


down, and drank cut of the hollow of her 


hand from the ſpring. Poor ſtranger! 
faid the, won't you alſo drink? Steely 
. anſwered: 


1 ; WI ih 1 
aifwered: 1 bare drank ln ready, Bur 
my hand Pray do z of Pity you, as s often, 
as ſee you; and k aid not come hicher to 

drink, hw to tell 'you "that 1 pity. you. 
Steely was ſarprized, and did not Know 
what to anſwer. | Ah! contin rinueg The, vou 
won't anſwer me—Now T\ re nt that 1 
came hither on your account—Be ſure, * 
won't come” "again. | He how at her 7h, 
concern, and aid that he w 


=_ dre k ee whe ik, 1 
At ſometimes to her mourh._ She played wich 
black locks of hair, and repeated ber 
many "ways. He wanted to be 
4 gone. of Kid the, pray ſlay a little long- 
d er, 1 have not yet ſufficieritly gratified | 
at il myſelf with looking at you. I wiſh all 
er the men in this country looked as you : 
r! | do, it would then be pleaſant in Siberia. 
ly And if f vol muſt go, won't you ſoon re- 


1 1 . turn 
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turn and ſit down here again? 7 I have 0 
much to tell you, but know not vhat it 


1 knew it before I came, but n. & 


have forgot i it by looking at your. Hair. 


She then locked into the Water, and fawy. 


her face in i it. Ten ich ſhe, do.. 
realy look #; I go. in. bi 55 * 5 — i 


black e. eyes l like e yours. Fe Your s pleaſe . me 


very much. d does mine pleaſe. vou e Are 


my te teeth ſo JET as your's, 10g Les Gel 


ieee 


he, you are indee retty, ; but let n 
. 
away 115 many tears, Aſks 
Steely was taking his uſual. range. in the 
woods, he found her Sitting, in the ade 
place, waiting f or him. i 
him to ſit down, and to accept. of fame... 
bread and honey out of ber hand. Be- 
hold! ſaid ſhe, I like it very well myſelf, 
but I like it much better that you eat it. 


And here 1 have alſo brought von. ſome, 
Zobels which my lovers have given me. 


Now you have nothing to dg this whole 


day. 


i | 


a me Borne everyday, a and l en 


bringlthem toy Pray hook frichdly at 
me 1*'D6n't you hear what kind i intentions : 
F have for 6a?" She then played again 


with his-focks;"anl begged him to give 


her 'ſottie'6F" Ars RAKE, "and 'prefenced him 


with a Pair r ef feillars, Which ſhe had 


brought for that purpoſe. Steely not dis. oY 
pleaked with the Honeſty and ingenuous 


er ef eds Coffack, granced her re- 


queſt. Ille rewards him with ſome volun- 
tary Eiſſes, and fhewed Him at at 2 diſtance a 
hut where her fachet lived.” She then 


took A leaf of a tree and blowed. Now, 
ſaid ſhe, my brother will come—I have 
appointed him- —If you had not ſpontane- 


ouſly given! me your locks, we would have 


compelled you to it Dort be afraid, my 


brother is your friend too, and mall not 
hurt you.” Look ! faid ſhe, as her bro- 
ther, a young man of a fierce but honeſt 
countenance, n nigh, this is s the ſtran- 


ger 
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every morning and evening; 
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ger that I am. ſo fond of. View him, and 

tell him how often 1 have ſpoke of him to 

vou. Shew him where he can, in theeali. 
eſt manner, catch his number of . | 


and 1 will oblige you again. 
cave or hollow tree, where I may put ſome. 


Find opt a | 


bread, - fiſh and honey f for the refreſh ment 


of this poor ſtranger. The brother Ac 
quieſed, and went along. with Steely ſthew; 
ing him ſeveral advantages in the art. of 


catching Zobels, as well as a place for hi 


victuals, according to the requeſt. of his 


ſiſter. Here ſhe formed. a. ſtore of d 
ſion for him, and here the Wiege fer him 

ings, the frequently 
ſpent half days with him, "whilſt; her bro; 
ther performed the drudgery « of the wood, 
Steely perceiving the « exellent diſpoſition of 


his beauty, took pains to form her mind, 
and to reſcue her noble ae Frog 


1511 2 
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agreeable, that it coſt him no \ ſelf denial;. 


to be propitious to her. But this pleaſure 
was of no long duration,” ſince Steely with 
ſome otber priſoners, after three months, 
was removed to another place, at the diſ- 
tance of twonty w W r 8 from Pohem. From 
thence” he was Called to Tobolqky, and 
from bx Fr faw his Coſſack. beauty n ho. || 
"Being ed. rogerhier, we babe 
27698 Hed Poet as 9 as circum- 


ſtances! wou ale. he governor had 
1 , * 13 


ſupplied me with joftruments for drawing, 
and 1 employed my! knowledge of mathe- 
matics in the beſt "manner poſſible. | Ty in : 
ſtructed Steely, "who had been taught 


arithmetic by. his aber, and conlequencly' 


| became, as great a, proficient as myſelf in 


half a year's $ time. 15 Wer now 'vied with one ; 
Daker ; 


. another, and the governor. would not have 


more nal, ppniſhed us, than by de- 


( Ha 4 50 
priving us of. "this , 13 PRTEnt: f Bur; 
he SUE; . 0 pe 1 gave us; 
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a thouſand old” deſigns to copy; 


don” t think. there is an old r 


caſtle in Ruſſix ia, | 


| draw. C 


4 
1 


uinous | 
which we. dig =, | 


and 1 


2 he 


= It 


him, but he bal us frequent ane . 
We acknowledged this 5 
deepe ſt ſubmiſſion, and. he rewarded bim. 
ſelf” "For this condeſcenſion, by preteng- 


ing to know every thing better than we d A 


CT 4 


avour with. the, 


and by putting on the governor imm 


ately - after a friendly word had eſcaped 
him, Steely, notwithſtanding þ his ſpirit. df 


contradiction, and bis national pride, was L 


now much more tame. When the gover- 


nor found fault, he was ſilent; but this 


did not always 8 batisfy him. 


vas obliged 


point in ſpit 


ſy t 


1 
' Once he found * e Stecly 
had carved: the wen 9555 AP 


No! 


Steely, 


to ſpeak, and to give up the 


11318 18427 


chef? 


of truth, This wa was n0 cg. ? 
talk, and he often did i it with ſoch a 


6575 


Wctance, hat e ſweated for vexation, 0 
that 1 would have 1 05 1 84 heartil ly, 
Kat, been in any place 


they 


| them, and had. a; long harrangye, prov- 


Lavery, ande thereby obliged us d petition 
nis OTTER AYER be ranked 8 | 


704 x p * 
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they were, to he fre, not finiſhed. in "the 


neateſt manner. The governor looked at 


ing that chere was neither neatagls nor 
ſymmerry in them. My fried oed the 
ah excyling himſelf with wank of pro- 

per tools. But all to no purpoſe. The 
governar inſiſted, that if they ſhould-paſs _ 
for neat, they muſt be as if they had been 5 
turned, and yet you ger, laid he,. that here. 


is a cavity and there à ridge, anf in ſhort | 
very indifferently executed. Such remarks 


he would: make for whole hours, ſa that 


Steely at laſt trembled at the viſics of this 


overbearing] Eedant. Whilſt we were at 


work, he would ſometimes ſit down; and 
ſtop his pipe wick our tobacco. And af. 


ter having ſwoaked with great greedineſs, 
be threw. Yown the pipe, and fore that 
our tobacco was the worſt he eber taſted: 
At timea helextolled his on goodneß, in 
releaſing us fuom tha moſt abject FR 


P 
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wich the other flaves. He often caftte wh 
frage curfing the'priſohers, without tefting 
the cauſe, anc we were forced' to Hear fig! 
fory with huminty. Altho*” bur eireun? 
ſtances were greatly Altered for the bettet! 
; yet we were ſtill in-conftant” fear. We” 
knew his terrible temp per, and vert 1 4 


bis mind © per we ade ö Loy | 
vent this 1 ordered bir one Pee ef 


another. amen r 
A year was e ſince Steely 


came to live with me. I was in daily ex® 
pectation of letters from you, but in vaing 
Steely: had alſo wrote to London, . and 
to the Engliſh Envoy at Stockholmgiwiths 
out receiving any anſwer. The governo 
lady I had not ſeen ſince che firſt inter- 
view. All theſe things perplexed us; ant 
the more tolerable our: impriſonment ebd. 
— we wiſned for our enlarge 
And how could we hope for this, 
| whit the war between Sweden and Ruſſia = 


T4” Ol continued ? One day as I ſtood with 


Steel ä 


Sw) 
Sceclnolnganpand beinen Þ fag alle 


in the knurt, towards us. [He was not 


uſed ca comme ut this time, and I conelud- 
cd from cis friendly mich. thar he was 
bringing nie a letter from his correſpon- 
dent, the Poliſh Jew; He brought me a let- 
ter; but it was from the governor's lady. 
The count then read ane" the letter, 


which Eb zn my RF 1. ee, a 
ai Ion 10 een £45621 


0 nd 2640D 1 3 3 
4 hereby n you a prof 
news, which L odd rather do by brd of 
W order to enjoy che ꝓleaſure of 
ſeing your: joy. Tou are re. The or- 


der fos ou releaſe! atrivediyeſtendayy0 with = 
the laſt; priſoners and ydu are to be cn 
ducted, back to hoc to-morrow; in the 


lame, manner as vou were conveytd-hither, 
There on will he at full liberty to g 
where you ꝙleaſe. I have obtained your 
ſrecc cg a interceſſion of a friend of 

FE: mine 
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mine at court. My Conſortsdorh'-nor | 
Know, that I have — in your 


at leaſt; not er. oo! therefore wiſh, you | 
with the greateſt ſincerity, : the pleaſtrecof 


ſhe love me, ſince I have” reſtared” her 
that you leave behind. May happineſs ar. 
tend you! Pleaſe to inform me, when % 
have found ybur Counteſs.” When my 


this —— country for my own. 


[ v8 1 


affair, and neither he nor the world ſhall 
know it. I am ſatisfird that you nt. 
And perhaps ty; ſervice iwould::appear 
more _— if L had —— 


ks N16 . PM . ee 


to do a good office, than to conceali it. 


Pleaſe to forget this little vanityi by which 
I have rewarded myſelf for my goods in. 


tentions. I doubt whether I ſhall have 


the pleaſure-of you: before-you go, 


ſoon ſeeing your lady. How moch it 


Count to her. I will care for your friend 


wiſhes are fulfilled, I hope alſo to change 


But 


ct 
. 


— 


3 


ut 


joy e arms, Cpt 20 
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But, OH no; ãt iy more ꝓrobable Ir:fhall: 


finiſh, my unheppy life here. Don't fail: 
to ſend me a line. I have a ſtep · ſiſter in 
Courland, to whom you will be pleaſed to 
forward ai incloſed letter. If her cir} | 


with erb Sheraton: But Þhavg not 


heard from ther for Na. . 1 * 
Mut 1 2 Au A114 I , 
A bas il a 67 mn . 


I this rey and. threw, myſelf for: 


| 1515 


tell hi ee 7 — 
—= 


A 


on. 6 f 2 . , 19251 1 * ſee Ray 0 
emotio ns 0 eee wh vouch che news of.) 


my 1 the conzinuation, of his 
confinement, muſt, geceſſycily excute. Lou 
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are free, he. exied—L, ſhall Joſe /you=-T ; 


muſt remain, pyoner, and ſhall no) be. 

115 unhappy chan“ ever That is: dread- 
Does heayen, Jave u more than, 

an But 1 Shall have time enough to 


mourn, 
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lata] when yeu are no mee wich mie 1 
I know it lis not/poſſible chat vod Meld 
forget me. No! falling upon my neck, 
faid he, you will not. forget me. I feſt 
ſuch a pain, that I could not anfvbr Kim 
for à long while; and m filencc wick 
was in effrck love, put him into Rich 7 
paſſion; as if I had been guilty of the 
greateſt unfaithtulneſs. I ſuffered his 
paſſion to ſubſide, and after giving him 
a 3 Parner FT” found” im . 

e, APIs za 


open my heart to „ der und to Sobel 
him how im my liberty would | 
de without his. I agreed with the Jes 


that he mould give me the third part 
of my money, to defray the exper of” 
my journey, and keep the reſt for Steely M 
uſe, allowing bim to demand what he 
| pleaſed for his trouble: The "Jew 'w was 


more prudent than J. He ddviſed me wy 


not to carry much' ready caſh! Wit ch T 5 
* e exp piled do o 


þ- 1 


Acad 


4 


real chankfulneſs, 


r 
verles on the road to "Moſcow. He g gave 
me ſome ready money, and about 1000 


dollars in four drafts on ſome Jews at 
Moſcow, to the end that if I ſfould chance 


to loſe part, I may however not loſe the 


whole—S9 honeſtly did this man deal 


with me. Before evening 1 was ordered 


to appear before the governor. He lay 
ill of the gout, and notified to me my 
freedom, from his couch, in preſence of 


His lady. He reached me his hand and 


faid : I have orders to fend you. to Mol. 
cow to morrow at noon. I am ſorry to 
part with you, but go in God's name, 
and may you be happier than you have 
been hitherto. I kiſſed his hand with 
And interceded for 
Steely. ITI live, ſaid he, he ſhall not 
have it worſe chan heretofore. | He de- 


63 


never r etjoyed till now) arid faid he 1297 2 
great deaf to ſay to me; but his pain g grew 
fo violent, ' that he beckoned to me to 

25 0 R withdraw. 
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withdraw. I did, and as [ paſſed along, 
I teſtified my obligation and gratitude to 
his lady, for her moſt generous behaviour 


to me, by a ſilent but expreſſive mein. 


Adieu! Sir! ſaid ſhe, and turned that 
moment to her conſort. At my return to 
Steely, 1 ſat down and thanked my noble 
benefactreſs in a few lines, as I could not 
do it perſonally. I ſent the letter by the 


Jew, who was to provide me with furs 


and other neceſſaries for my long and cold 
journey. Every thing being now ſettled, 


I appropriated the whole br to enjoy 
the pleaſure of converſing with my poor 


beloved Steely. We diſcourſed, we wept, 
and felt what each of us was capable of 
feeling, in our preſent different circum- 
ſtances. The morning and alſo the noon 


drew nigh, and to the laſt moment, we 


had ſtill new matter to tell each other. 
The Jew came and told me, that 
the ſledge, that was to fetch me and the 
others, was at the door. | We took leave 
without 


EF 183 * 


a8 words, and I forgot myſelf in the 


arms of Steely, till the guard tore me 
from him. He chruſt me from him, and 


the next moment he wanted to follow me; 5 


but the door was ſnut, and the Jew con- 


ducted me to the gage, and wiſhed me | 


a good Journey. 


I, together with three others were oy” 5 


in one ſledge; joy and hope ſhone out of 


every one's eyes. I can fearcely tell what 
paſſed in my ſoul the firſt hours, yea, 


the firſt two days. An exceſs of joy and 


pain prevailed by turns. We were receiv- 
ed with leſs contempt at the ſtages, 
where we changed Rain · ders, than i in our 


way to Siberia. My companions were 


three Ruſſians. They were rich, and 
drank ſo much brandy, that they were 


ſcarce ſober throughout the whole jour- 5 
ney. They behaved well enough to me, 


and I ſhould have obtained their friend · 
ſhip, if I could have drank with them. 
At the end of March we arrived at Moſ- 

cow. 
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very Kindly, and told me that the gaoles 
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cow. We were conveyed. to the fame 
houſe we were confined i in five years ago, 
where I found our old keeper, ' After 
three days 1 got my liberty and a paſſport, 
ſo that 1 could go where. IL pleaſed. i 1 
had all my bills of exchange, and went 
to the Engliſh merchants, who had aſſiſted 
Steely, and delivered a billet from him to 
one Mr. Thompſon. ., He received me 


had informed him of Steely's misfortune 


and exile into Siberia; that he had: apr 
priſed his father in London of it; and 


had received ſeveral letters ta the Engliſh 
agent at Moſcow. We waited. on the 
agent the next day, who was an exceeds 
ing good-natured gentleman, He ſhewed 


me the moſt moving letters from 


Steely's father, and ſeveral memorials 
to the ſenate for my friend's releaſe ; and 
aſſured me, that he was in hopes.ſoan,89 
effect it, at the Czaar's return, which was 
ſpeedily expected. The Engl ſh Envoy 


al 


B 4385 1 


© 


© ad 
I 


* SKN LETS PAT 2 > 


t 165 * | 
at Stockholm had alſo wrote. to him, to 
endeavour to procure Steely's enlarge 


ment. He gave me the letters which he 


had received from London for him; and 
Thompſon conducted me to the Jew: to 
receive my caſh, Within ten days I re- 


ceived my money, of which Thompſon 


gave me but little hope, and loſt only 
150 rubles upon the whole. The Jem 
who was to pay it, was, reduced, but 
his brethren gave their word that they 
would pay me my money, if he could 

t diſcharge it. deſired the fa» 
vour of them, to. forward ſome letters 
to their correſpondents. in Siberia, of 
whom I had the bills. They told me that 
three of them were going upon buſineſs 
to Tobolſky, and if I could tarry here 
two months, they would convince me: by 
the anſwer, whether they had kept their 


word. I:wrote to my friend; but before 


the letter went, the agent ſent for me, and 
1 R 3 | informed 


£ * 
vr „ 
7% 5 
2 8 
* 2 * 
: +>, 1 n 
75 > 
4 * 
+ "0 
22 
755 N * 


[. 186 1 1 
informed me, that he had at laſt been 7 
ſuccefsful, as to aſſiſt his eountrymanʒ 
his releaſe had been ſigned by the ſenate, 
and he had obtained a promiſe that Steely 
ie three or four months time ſhould be 
fent from Siberia, and ſet at liberty.” 1 
thanked the agent, as if the ſervice had 
been done to myſelf, and haſtened to ar- 
quaint my friend with this good news, 
The Jews ſet out, and I was really diſ- 
poſed to wait for Steely's arrival. But 
love prevailed over friendſhip, and the 
deſire of ſeeking you, made my abode in 
Moſcow inſufferable. I wanted to be 
gone, without knowing whither. The 
commerce with Sweden was prohibited; 
J wamed to go „ ſoppoling 
you might be there: but Th 
ſuaded me to go with a Dutch ſhip, cha 
Was conſigned to him for freight, and lay 
meady at  Archanget 10 ſail for! Anbfter- 
dm. e a diſection to he 
5 merchant, 


IC 4s > 1 
merchant; 8 was owner of the: tip; 
and promiſed to incloſe' the letters: from 
| Steely, ta him, and I was to inform him 
where I ſhould go from Holland, that 
| Steely. might know where to find me a 
his return. After ſix weeks abode at Maſ- 
cow, I vent on board the ſhip, that ſo 
unexpectedly and happily brought. me to 
Thompſon fifty. dollars, to diſtribute 
among mee, 1% 
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n of bis. roms; in a Siberia, * 5 | 
have abridged it, and  purpoſchy omitted 

the hiſtorical and . geographical part of 

that country, aß I did not intend 10 give 
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beſides, 4 that. empire bas no under- 
gong great changes, eſpecially; Gnce, 1 the 
building of Peterſburgh, andthe, improve- 
ments of Peter L Which have bag a great 

influence, 


a 
ay 
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;Inflidenel; as 100 on the varure-of de 
country, as its inhabitantn. 
I now proceed to the laſt period of this 
hiſtory, viz. to what happened after my 
Count's return. We lived quite happy 
in our ſecond marriage, if 1 am allowed 
the expreſſion, and my conſort now taſted 
the delights of love in a double meaſure, 
after ſo many afflicting ſufferings. He 
revived again in my embraces, and re- 
covered his fprightlineſs, which his miſ- 
fortunes had in a great meaſure deprived 

him of. The firſt months paſſed chiefly 

2 away. in Caroline's and Mr. R. company, 
by mutual recitals of paſt incidents. No. 
thing affected me ſo much, as when 1 
Was to give a full derail of the hiſtory of 
my marriage with Mr. R“. in his pre- 
"ſence. The Count kept my hand all the 
while, in order to encourage me to pro · 
ceed. I began my ſtory with great bold- 
neſs. 1 was fully convinced of my Count 3 


affection. Þ knew, that 1 never ſhoukl 
* V 


! 


e 


Fi 189 1 ; 
have proved unfaichful toil him, if I had 
had the leaft intimation'of his being alive! 
But all this was not ſufficient to ſuppori 
me in my relation. I wanted to act an 
honeſt part, and to he cautious too; and 
the more IJ ſpoke, the more I felt how 
injurious this muſt ptove to the Count; 
and bow afſlichive to me and Mr. R I 
grew diſpirited. The Count gave the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances, chat nothing hquid 
offe nd him s bm could praceed ap tyre 
ther, than. to the birth af my daughter, 
I collected all my firengab; 1 began ten 
times a· neu; hut my heart reegiled and 
ſtopped-ye, ſo thay I. heramę ſpeceþleſs, 
Now, ſaid. the Count, this little martyrs 
dom, that 1 bave, inlligted npon you, hall 
be the whale puniſhment, for: your un, 
faithfulneſs, and then he embraced. me. 
And you, my dear R**, continued he, 
lift up your eyes, and behold for your 
puniſhment your late ſpouſe in my arms. 
He kiſſed him, and I muſt do the ſame. 
Nat 


* A . we : : 
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| our converſations, our meals, and all our 


— 6 x90. * 1 
No! (ſaid he, ihe ak lord ow, baden 


ew; you again. en We can upbiai.ouet F 


. ſelves. with no fault but misfortune. :-. - n 4 
I was! indefatigable to reſtore to the ! 
Count all the time that he had ſpent 1 

without me. I ſeldom left his fidej\ and t 

at ſhewing him one pleaſure, I was medi- 0 

tating a new one. When tired of ſpeakx - 1 

ing, I read to him and when 1 could fl * 

read no more he did. This happy cou? 0 

pation, with the ſpirit of the beft writers, 

which the Count had ſo long been de- 


prived of, took. up the greateſt part of 
the day, and d ſpread 'a ſatisfaction over 


tenderneſſes. We kept no company, and 
yet the time never ſeemed long to us. 
Whenever we wanted to be quite ſenſibly 
touched, we thought on the times paſt. 
Thoſe who never have ſighed under miſ- 
fortunes, do not know what delight is to 


1 197 |} 
be found in ſuch conſiderations, At ſuch « 
moments a man is diveſted of all his na- 


tural pride; he fees, whilſt conſidering 
his fate, how impoſſible it is to make him- 


ſelf happy, and thus ſurrenders to the ex- 
taſy of gratitude, which ſtops his thoughts 


from roving any farther. The Count 


appointed whole days for works of cha- 


rity: He enquired out poor and unfor- 


tunate objects; in one | d, to aſſiſt and 
to comfort the poor, the ſick; and help- 


lels priſoners, -was his higheſt pleaſure: 
He oft invited the old and grayheaded 


poor ones to dine at his own table. It 
was always a ſatisfaction to him to know 
that they were deſerving; but he did not 
chuſe to make the ſtricteſt enquiry on 
that head: perhaps, ſaid he, our kind. 


| neſs may reclaim them, if they are wick, 
ed; ſuppoſe they are unworthy, ſtill they 


are men. When he was informed that 

dinner was over, he went frequently to 

them, and 1 about * that had 
befallen 
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. befallen them. If he found a Babe 1 


| whence the noiſe came, and 3 hand- 
ſome young woman, juſt delivered of a 


among them, he thought ſuch a diſcovery 
a great acquiſition. Mr. R** was! his 


aſſiſtant in this benevolent di ſpenſation of 
virtue, and where they could not act the 
part of benefactors, hey choſe that of 


counſellors who gave good advice. We 
generally took an airing on ſuch days, 


either in the fields or in the garden, One 
evening, walking through a meadow, 
whilſt the coach was waiting in the road, 
we. heard a pitiful cry. Tu drew nigh, 

through the thick graſs, to the place 


child, without aſſiſtance, and in great 


fetch a woman and other neceſſaries, and 


1 aſſiſted che unhappy creature in the 


mean while, as well as I could. Her aps 
pearance ſhewed that! ſhe was of a mid 


. rank; her, youth. and. pretty figure 
Was 
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miſery. | Mr. R“ who was with us, haſ- | 
tened to a neighbouring farmhouſe; to 


. 
. 9 7% 
a a. fs 3 
N ä 
*% K % * & 2 
a * 
* 
# 
* 4 
: 
I 0 
7 > . 4 


% 8 7 711 — 9s 


Was ticken to excite compaſſion, tho? 


ſhe could only] pronounce ſome unintelli- 
gible ſentences. Mr. Re returned with 


ſome” women, and \ we ordered her to I 
conveyed 1 to the next village i in our carri- 


age, and we returned to the city on foot. 


Now, ſaid the Count, as we were retura- 


ing home, this. airipg is worth the while. 


How happily | ſhall we fall aſleep with the 
thoughts that we have at. once ſaved two 
lives | the poor girl has probably for fear 
of ſhame fled from her place of abode, 
Who knows what deceiver, under pro- 
miſe of marriage, has rpbbed her of her 
innocence. The nent morning I went 
with Caroline to the village, and found 
the unhappy 76:0an, with the chil. | in her 
arms, bathing. in tears, She was not only. 


handfome, but a real beauty, and'a cer- 
tain baſhful mien excuſed her fault before- 
hand. Love, ſeid ſhe, or rather a lover 


has made me more unhappy than I de- : 


ſerve to be; 1 have been engaged with . 


8 = 5 him 
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him above two years; but my old guardi- 


an, who would obtrude his love on me, 
Has hindered our union. My bridegroom, a a 


farmer s ſon near Leyden, took me away, | 


with my own conſent, and promiſed me 


to ſettle in bulineſs at the Haag, As 


we came yeſterday morning to the Place 


where you found me, 1, became ſo 


ill, that ] was obliged to ſtep. out of the 
coach.” My (till then) faithful lover took 
a walk with me in the field, to try whether 
ſome exerciſe would not recover me. I 


was at length forced to fit down, and as 
ſoen as he ſaw my pains a- coming , the 


wretch forſook me, under pretext of pro- 
curing me aſſiſtance e. ] waited the whole 


day in vain for his return, and thus I fell 
into that diſtreſs in which you faw me, 
being x more afflicted with the thoughts of 


his den than all the other cir- 


cumſtances of my unhappy ſituation. No 
man can be guilty of greater wickedneſs 


than he, He carried away my lockets, 


. MF: 


fre 
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my whole treaſure which ve intended to 


turn to money at Haag. And ſtill I do 
not hate him, Vea I could forgive him, 


that he left me at the riſque of my Te, if . 


I only knew that he was penitent.— 1 
endeavoured to pacify her, and promiſed 
that in caſe he did not return within eight 
days, I would take her to my houſe, and 
take care of her and her child. He did 
not come, and I performed my promiſe, 
and ordered the child to be educated in 
the village. 

1 Count had now 12 half a year 
with me, and had not the leaſt inclina- 


tion to return to his own country, even if 
leave had been granted him. He knew 


that the Prince, to whom he owed all 


his misfortunes, was Kill the king's fa- 
vourite, and that was enough to deter him 


from going thither. That Sl had 


not come, nor had he received any let- 
ters from bim, cauſed him much un- 
eaſineſs. He had been informed by 

2 1 u 
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Steely's father, that his wn, by means 


of the Engliſh Envoy, and a mulct of 
ſome thouſand dollars, was releaſed from 


his exile in Siberia, but neither he nor 
his contrymen in Moſcow had received 


any letters from himſelf. In the mean 
time, whilſt the Count was waiting for 
Steely, another agreeable occurrence hap- 
pened. An hour before dinner, he was 
cone with Mr. R * as uſual to the coffee- 
houſe, where ſtrangers commonly reſort. 
Soon after he let me know, that, he would 
bring me a gueſt, for whom I was to pre- 
pare a chamber, He came, and the gueſt 
was the honeſt Jew that had ſhewed him 
fo much kindneſs in Siberia, and who. was 
come to Holland on buſineſs, . My Con- 
fort was exceeding glad, that he now could 
make this deſerving man ſome returns for 
his ep: olity, and he was no leſs pleaſed to 


have found my ſpouſe in ſuch a lucky and 


unexpected manner. He gave the. letter 
from, Siberia, which I have already inſert- 


CLEFT 


ed, and aſſured me that he had made great 
inquiries 


k 


yu cs «a Xt 


beſt chamber. Do you now. 
you-are a welcome oucſt Tou muſt not 
think of leaving us under a week. Do you 


eee! 
inquiries: after me, both in Livonia and 


Denmark, to no purpoſe. His heart re- 
| ſemble@ his: honeſt ' | look, and his manners 8 
were directed by his heart. He was far 


advanced in years, and his grey beard and 


Jong Poliſh fur- coat gave him a reſpecta- 
ble appearance. Our friendly deportment, 
whereby we endeavoured to make him ſen- 
fible of our gratitude towards him, touch- 
ed him moſt ſenſibly. As we roſe from ta- 


ble the firſt day, he ſeemed ſorrowful. 


My Count aſked the reaſon. O! ſaid he, 
if I could but ſpend ſome hours more wit 


you! I never enjoyed ſuch pleaſure before, 


and none ever behaved ſo nobly towards 


me, as you do. The Count took him by 
the hand, and introduced him into the a- 
partment, that was made ready for him. 
Behold! ſaid he, my lady gives you her 


not think that I am better accommodate 


* EE here 


e that 
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r 12 * { re 


L 158 1 
has than in Siberia? There you waited 
on me, and here I and my ſpouſe will Wait 
en you. We did, and all of us, Caroline 
as well as Mr. R *®, ſtrove and vied wich 
each other, how to make his abode here 
agreeable, At ſun-ſet he generally retired 

to his chamber, and remained there half 
an hour. We aſked his reaſon, and he 

pretended all manner of little excuſes, till 
at laſt the Count interrupted him, and 
found him at prayer on his knees. The 
eight days being ſpent in the moſt pleaſing 
manner, he begged us to retrench our ei- 
vilities, and to let him depart. He left 
us one day, on account of buſineſs, and 
came the next to take leave. Now, ſaid 
he, I will go with joy, and I will thank 
God on my journey that I have found 
you, my Lord! I am old, and ſhall: pro. 
— bablyiever ſee you more. I have no 
children, and if 1 was not determined to 
die with my wife, I ſhould - certainly end 
_ Cn” Wie took leave of him as of 
8 . =. A father. 


a 
| 


| had wich me, and then made 
| haſte he could and 
man! Thoſe reh ' would Habe ſhe 
| beſt of hearts, if we did not compel 


* ; ba, 
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a father. Ol my Lord] ſaid he at laſt, 


you have richiy rewarded my poor "fervi- 


ces; but I have not been thankful enough 
for your preſerving my life at the riſque 


of your n. Tou know that I am 
worth more A I and my wife 


want. I have to receive at this bank ten 
thouſand dollars. Allow. me the pleaſure 
to make a preſent of this ſum to your little 


daughter; do me the favour to accept of 


this bill. We aſſured him that the ſtate 


of our finances was ſuch, that we had no 
need of robbing him of any part of his ſub- 
ſtance; but he expreſſed deep concern that 


we deſpiſed his offer, and thus forced us 
to accept of it. He then drew near to our 


daughter and tied a precious neck- lace a- 
bout her neck. - He alſo made m hand- 
ſome preſent to the unhappy girl that 1 

all the 
d. Honeſt 


them, in a manner, by our contempt of 
them, 
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Hin and by our cunning and violent 
dealings, to uſe ſubterfuges and deceit, 
and even to hate our religion. Mr. R.? 
accompanied the old gentleman ſeveral 
miles, and could not ceaſe admiring his 
great and diſintereſted character. Among 
all the marks of friendſhip, which we 
ſnewed him, nothing touched him ſo much, 
as that the Count ordered his picture to be 
drawn, and to be hung in his ſtudy. 
In a few weeks time another unexpected 
and more intereſting joy ſucceeded... = 
drew, Caroline's brother, uſed 
year to celebrate his birth-day. Hemp = 
early to us, and told us, that as he was 
obliged to take a journey of ſome weeks, 
and his birth-day was to morrow, he had 
reſolved to keep it to day, and begged us 
immediately to go in his gondel, and ſpend 
the whole day with him. We complied; 
but as we were engaged in reading the let- 
ter which the, Count had ſent me from 
Ry Siberia by the Jen, we e intreated Ane 
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or at leaſt my : beſt wine. He withdrew | 
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to ao us time to read it through, to the 
end that the Count may relate more Cir-: 
cumſtantially what we might want to know; 
for Caroline and Mr. R * * fat by us. Ob 
cried he with a ſort of vexation, that you 
can as well do at my houſe; take your 
letter along, and don't ſpoil my pleaſure, 
otherwiſe I will go away, and you ſhall 
forfeit my treat. This odd, tho? honeſt 
compliment, _ obliged us to follow him im- 
mediately. Every thing in his houſe was 
contrary. to cuſtom, in the beſt order, and 
we could not help wondering at his prepa- 
rations. I don't know, ſaid Caroline, 
what to think of my brother. Who knows 
but this birth -· day may produce a wedding? 
He ſeems: to me to be too cheerful; and 


myſterious. We joked with him as the 


tea was ſerved, and he laughed, as if he 


was pleaſed that we difcovered the decep - 


tion. Read your letter thro', ſaid he, and 
[ will in the mean while fetch my brick; 
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to the adjoining chamber, and ve entered i in- 
to the ſubject of our letter. I aſked a thou- 
ſand queſtions about the governor's lady, 


whoſe letter to her ſtep· ſiſter i in Courland 
was returned, becauſe ſhe was dead. Mr. R.? 


inquired into the ſtrange diſpoſition of the 


governor, and Caroline's attention was di- 

rected to Steely's part. Andrew came out 
of the adjoining room, as if he wanted to 
hear us. Have I not deſcribed him enough 5 


yet to you? ſaid my Count to Caroline? 
Are you in love with him? To be ſure he 
made a fine figure, or elſe the Coſſack- 
girl would not have been ſo fond of him: 
He has large black eyes like you— That 


very moment Andrew flung open the door, 
and cried out with a very ſignificant tone: 
Did he look like this gentleman? And 
that inſtant Steely appeared. The Count 


trembled ſo that he could ſcarce riſe from 


his chair, and we beheld their endleſs em- 


braces with aſtoniſhment, Now, ſaid 


| Steely, we are rewarded for all our paſt 
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miſery, tearing himſelf from the Count's | 
arms, and 'I met him with open arms 
O! madam! ſaid he, you, you, you are 
the perſon—and that was his whole com- 
pliment. The Count joined us, and we 
all three embraced each other together. 
Ol who can deſcribe. the delights of 
friendſhip? and the feelings of the heart 
at ſuch moments! One looks at the other 
with ſilence, and yet the ſoul is never fo 
eloquent as in ſuch a ſilence. - It ſpeaks at 
once, with one look, one k. ſs, a whole ſe- 
ries of thoughts and enchanting ſenſations, 
without the leaſt confuſion of ideas. Ca- 
roline and Mr. R * partook of our joy, 
and we all four ſtood round Steely, and 
ſeemed one friend. But Andrew thought 
our careſſes laſted too long, and took me 
and Caroline aſide. Ye 5 — people, ſaid 
he, don't forg t that you are ladies Pray 
ſit down, or 1 ſhall ſee nothing but em- 
' braces this whole day. Embrace as much 
as you pleaſe when I am not by. To-day we 


will 


1 
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will not be ſad but merry. And 4 we 
ſat down again. My Lord! ſaid he, did 


Y not contrive it well? We perceived 
that he thought his invention ceſerved 


applauſe ; and indeed he merited that we 
ſhould ſacrifice a few moments to his ſatis 


faction. The Count had already aſked 
Steely above ten queſtions, but Andrew 


would not ſuffer him as yet to anſwer. Be 


content that you have him, and that I have 
-brought him to you. You ſhall have him 


to yourſelf this evening, and then you 
may converſe till my next © bins as if you 


pleaſe, Now L am determined that you 


ſhall be happy with me. We could not 


help wiſhing to be at a diſtance from our 
noiſy and commanding hoſt, but at the 


ſame time we owed him thanks, and Steely | 


did not ſeem inclined to relate much of his 
caſualties, except that he mentioned ſeveral 


times the governor's death, And from his 
lady, faid he, I have a letter for you, my 

lord! That moſt noble foul! I will fetch 
S the 


CCC 
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che letter 4 He went, 


and Andrew follewed him. We were 


ſatisfied that Steely- leſt us for 2 few: mo- 


ments, that we might be at leaſure to be 
ſtow our eneomiums: upon him. Does he 
deſerve my regard; ſaid the Count to me, 


and does he pleaſe you? Caroline inter- 


rupted my anſwer, by ſayings Your ſpouſe 


is no judge, ſhe is prepoſſeſſed by you. 


Aſk me, I will tell you honeſtly, I and 


the girl in Siberia, we. That moment 


Stcely entered the room, conducting a la- 
dy by the hand, whoſe countenance be- 


ſpoke ſweetneſs and joy. She was dteſſsd 


in the habit of an Amazon, and every part 


of her ſymmetry expreſſed courteſy and af- 


fection. Oi God! cried the Count, whom 
do I fee? Is it poſſible, madam? Or do 


my eyes deceive me? This is too mueh 


joy for one day. Steely addreſſed me with 


 faying: My lady! here I bring you 


the companion of my journey, and beg 
your friendſhip for her. I ſtood aſtoniſhed, 
T and 
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and knew nat, whom ak at beat 

Idid not chuſe. to know it yer, that L might. 

prolong the agreeable ſuſpence. She her- 

ſelf. ſeemed for the ſame reaſon to leaye me 

in uncertainty. Believe me, ſaid my ſpouſe, 
to me at laſt, ſhe is the perſon to whom [ 
perſon that reſtored me to you. Les, ma- 
dam! - replied the, for this ſervice, I now. 
ſeek my recompence; I do not ſplicit your 
friendſhip, but IL demand it. Are vou, 
indeed glad to ſee me? Ves, I. . it, 
you feel it as well as myſelf. -, My 

dear. Count l. now. that. we are no more in 
Siberia, how; many things have I to 4 
you? Tour friend, whom you left be 
hind, has acted a curious part with me, 
(here ſhe caſt a moſt affectionate look at 
Steely). W he may tell himſelf, But, 
ſaid. ſne ſoftly to my Conſort, Who i is that 

lady and , gentleman (meaning Caroline - | 

and Mr. R#*)?. The Count was fright. 

ened, and did not know what to anſpyer 
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in his hurry. They are they ate our 


and your friend. 1 then took Caroline 
by the hand, and led her up to her; the 
Count did the ſame with Mr. RS.. We 
thought Andrew bad alrady betray- 
ed de ent! ſecrec 
perty. But be had concealed. it, either 

or becabſe he A 


y was not his Pro- 


with a view of ſparing 
had not thought of it. 3 He ha 


tience enough to hear our mutual wel. 
cone. Now he endered and helped us out 
of our perplexity. This, faid he, to the 
ſtrangers, is my dear ſiſter. That mo - 
ment Mr. R. withdrew with down-caft 
eyes, becauſe he believed that Andrew 
begin with him. Don't go away, 

 faid he, T will ſay nothitg. Let the Count 


would 


tell. O, my lord! ſaid Steely, "what 
' myſtery is this? may not the lady Abd I 
know itꝰ Who is Mr. NR * He is one 
of my fifſt friends, Md to tell you the 


' trith—here he looked ut me, and ſaid ho 
more. He was my Conkor, ſaid I tomy 


friend, 
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friend, before I knew that my e as 
Alive. I hape you will not hate abe on 
that account. Madam, I and my Count 
rather deſerve your compaſſion — He loves 
vou, ſaid he, as much as ever. She 
looked ahaſhed, and ran to me, to ſhort - 
en theſe melancholly moments through 
her ſympathjzing embraces. Steely really 
- ſeemed, at this xecital, .to:lofe ſomething 
of. his reſpect for me. He looked noi at 
me, and then at the Count. Is ſhe - then 
no more your ſpouſe! ſaid, he with ſome 
vehemenee. She is my ſpouſe, replied.the 
Count; don? t make yourſel& uneaſy. Lknow 
that you love me, and nothing but this 
day, has been wanting. to: :compleat: My. hap- | 
neſs. And now our J ep cf k 
anew. 
-Qur .noify. hoſt then ee us to 
eat. Every word was à careſs, and. in- 
Read of eating we looked at each othef. 
Madam, ſaid Steely. at laſt to me, ehr 
eyes ſeem to. aſæ me ſomething. Do you 
127 envy 


envy me my hondurable companion? On, 


to Holland?” She is come to demand the 
Jewels ſhe gabe the Count in Siberia. 
We were informed at Moſcow, that we 
ſnould find him here, and ſhe intends. to 
ſtay: here till ſhe is repaid. Ves, ſaid I, 
we acknowledge our obligation; but hy 
do you ſo earneſtiy intereſt yourſelf in be · 
half of the lady? Is it in conſequence. of 
your being fellow. travellers? Lou can 
fee plain enough replied ſhe, that he Wants 
to diſcloſe the ſecret of my journey. I 
am to teilithat L love him, and that I 
have, out of motives of love, conducted 
him hither. He merits and poſſeſſes my 
heart, and I have only · delayed giving him 
my hand, till I could do it in your pre- 
ſence. Steely roſe and embręceg, her. 
Are you then my bride, he cried. Les, 
replied ſhe; and in order to f yours; 
I would ftill croſs, another ſca. And to 
. you, ny dear Count ! Lam. indebted for 
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Do ydu want to know why "the is come 
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my happineſs; for had cit not been vor 


ou gave: ſuch ;a-ooble 3 of him. B 
at · our firſt interview, that. began 40 f- 


our him before Hſaw him. Providence 


has recompenſed. my: loſs in him, and it 
will- make up his loſs by my love. I 
will ſtay with you, madam f and you 
' hall be-@ witneſs. of. our engagement, and 

x ehe flay. you pleaſe : for our marriage. 

vill receive. my future eonſorti from your 
hands. And I, ſaid the Count, my ſpouſe 


| from yours. Since T have reſolved OR a 
ſecond marriage with. her, I chuſe ta do 


it in form, and it ſhall be conſummated 


on your wedding- day. Amalia, Steely's 


bride, then ordered a large. glaſd and ide 
Do you 


to be fetched from her-roο. 
know this glaſs, my lord? At- is the ſame 


that J drank your lady's god health aut 
of in Siberia. And out ofthe fame. glaſs, 


and of the ſame wine, we will now-dribk 
it the ſecond time in Holland. O-how 


good will it taſte | She drank, and gave it 
| MK. 


2 — 


1 


me. L looked at the glaß of wine, 2 
ſaw at the ſame time my conſort in Sibe- 
ria in the-meſt diſtreming eireumſtanses, 


pitied and protected: by a xmagnanimneys 


foul. I. looked at her and dran, (whilſt 


my: tears mingled. with the wine. Nowine 
ever taſted: to me like this. We all were 
dumb with, pleaſure, till Andrew, at, lengih 
:broke. our ſilence. But, madam}, aid: he, 


what. figure, did. che Count make, hen he 


ſtood as a priſoner before on? Did he 
lock. genteel or not? Was be dejected ? 
His mien, .faid ſhe, changed with the 


manner: of my converſation.,, When Lex- 


preſſed pity, for him, he looked at. me wich 
ſubmiſſi ve gratitude; and when. I, ſeemed 
for a moment inſenſible of his misfortunes, 
de uꝑbraided my indifference with a lofiy 
look, to convinge.me, that he. vas. inno- 
.cently. involved in miſery, and that even 
in ſufferings, his foul was noble. BU. 


haw was he dreſſed? Worſe than I wiſhed = 
to. * bin. A german _waiſtcoat and 


breeches, 
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ban fur coat, and a ſhort pair of boots 


were his beſt dreſs. His ſhort curled hair 


gave his aſpect à eourageous appearance, 
dut ſtill fome marks of diſtreſs were viſible 


in his eyes. He never appeared mote 


amiable, nor was he ever more eloquent, 
than When be fpoke of his lady; and from 
that moment F made a ſecret vow to effect 

his releaſe. But your late conſort, fait 


3 Andrew, and the Count were not always 


*the- beſt friends. What he did wrong I 


now beg the Counts pardon for. For- 
"give the faults of his temper, and his na- 
tional weakneſſes, which, notwithſtanding 


E affection for me, T have felt much 
more ſenſibly than you. Our marriage 


was made at court, which T was obliged 


to Nele with. Still 1 honour his 1 me- 


1 1 have Sade merited a benny, / 8 


As good luck would have i it, Andrew 


was ſent for on buſineſs, and his a abſence 
allowed 
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allowed us greater freedom. Steely want⸗ 
ed to tell the Count what had happened | 
to him ſince he left Tobolſkyz but his 
tender ſenſation interrupted his relation 
every moment; and we were fatisfhed for 
this time to. learn the moſt intereſting | in- 
more crummy in. | the lor 
ee n Of} n jon 


; „een 067 3. Bng Lt ure; 109730 

A few,days after the Count a departure 
. (proceeded, ſhe at our requeſt), my huſband 
died. of the gout. I joformed the ;court 
f his death, and:beggyd_ leavedat the ſme 


time to crcturn to\Maſcow. The pomter 
ledged in : y- hands, till ndther, gover- 
nor came, $nabled;me 40,rcpeal. ſeveral of 
5 conſorts edicts jagainſt the: ꝓriſpners. 
1 could ;procure ur friend, my dotd! 
greater conveniencies: than he; enjayed-be- = 
fore. 41 .ordeted the Jew to ſupply him 
-vith every peceſſary; cand-hinted to him 
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_ Ye was my relation, | At that 
time my kind offices were mere effects of 
ay. T had only ſeen him once. in 
| the moſt affliting circumſtances, at the 
4 time when he was called back to Tobol- 
Thy at your requeſt. 23 was pleaſed. to 
Fear by the Jew, how thankful he'was for 
"my care of him: and what commands 
could not effect, the money I ſent to 
nl | bribe the under-officers, did. He got 
better quarters, and I had already con- 
* certed” meaſures to make his ſituation 
' contitn ue bearable, after my departure. 
In about a ons: time, orders came to 
"my late cotifort, that Stcely ſhould have 
_ "his liberty, and by the firſt ' opportunity 
be helped on bis zbutney, and be" pro- 
*vided with a paſſport. The next mur. 
| ing J ſent for the Jew, and ordered him 
| to bring Steely to me without delay, -and 
-T ordered the guard at the ſame time to 
fetch him. He came, and 1 let him and 
the Jew come into my rooms. He 
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ed me his thanks in the moſt reſpectful 
and amiable | manner, for paſt favours, and 
remained, ſtanding at the door. 1 aſked 
if he had heard nothing of the Count? 
Whether he was ſatisfied with his accom - 
modation ? He anf wered the firſt queſtion 
with a mournful uo, and the laſt with a 
religned . 1 defired him to give me * 


mort detail of his adventures. He 


complied, and the further he pro- 


ceded, the more he extorted attention 
and reſpect from me. He looked 


much better than he did two years be- 


fore; and 1 don [ know whether I fancied, 
or whether it was true, that the Siberian 


fur coat became him ſo well. I could 


conclude from his ſpeeches, that he 4 
ſeſſed a noble foul and if 1 doubted for 


a moment, it was perhaps becauſe I fain 


would have my doubts refuted, The : 
Count is in the right (I. thought) that he 
eſteemed him ſo highly, and interceded 
for him. | He deſerves reſpect and com- 
5 ” 
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paſſion, And it is my * to W ſuch ; 
an honeſt though unfortunate man, 1 
perceived that ſomething paſſed in my 
heart, whilſt he ſpoke; but I had no 
mind to examine it, and was careful at 
the fame time not to diſturb my heart. I J 


A 


called theſe motions effects of his paſt dil. 
treſſes, and ſat down in this perſuaſion, 
attending to his relations in filence, 
When he touched upon the barbarities, 
| exerciſed on him and Sidney at Moſcow, 
it affected me much more than when the 
Count related it. It was not poſſible for 
me to refrain from tears, and yet I wanted 
to conceal my concern from him. I aſked 
him in my grief, how old his father was, 
and how long it was ſince he had ſeen him? 


To the end that I might utter the words, 
Poor man] which my heart extorted from 


me, together with ſome tears, as it were 
for his father. By means of ſeveral curi- 
dus queſtions, 1 led him back to his 


youth, and family circumſtances, At 
length 


length he came upon the melancholly af. 
fair of his bride in England, which went 
ſo near me, that I ſprang ſuddenly from 
my chair, and placed myſelf quite near 
him—perhaps I had already wiſhed for 
this. The ſubje& made him quite tender, 
and he concluded with, O God! which 
pierced my very ſoul, He looked down, 
and it was to me as if I muſt raiſe him up, 
All at once he looked at me with a for- 
rowful mien, as if he would upbraid me 
for a fault. Sir! ſaid I, we will preſent · 
ly continue the converſation, -I entered 
the adjoining room, to fetch the order for 
his enlargement. I looked for it a great 
while in vain, though it lay juſt before 
my eyes. I was aſhamed at my uneaſi- 
neſs, and perſuaded. myſelf, that it pro- 
ceeded from his affecting ſtory, and that 
Steely's joy on account of his liberty, 
would quickly diſpel it. I turned to the 
looking-glaſs before I returned to the other 
room, and beheld the reſtleſneſs of my 
VU heart 


heart betrayed in every look. Still I poſ- 
ſeſſed ſo much patience as to adjuſt my 
head dreſs; and in the midſt of my ardent 
deſire of announcing to Steely his re- 


leaſe, I could not help conſidering how 


his unfortunate bride looked, and com- 


pared, as it were, her face with mine 
in the glaſs. I prepared in my mind 
a ſhort addreſs, and opened the door, and 


went into Steely, As I was beginning to 


ſpeak, I felt that my breath failed me, 


and that I could not recollect the words 
that I had laid up in my memory, I 


therefore aſked the Jew ſome indifferent 
queſtions, until J could recover myſelf. 


At laſt I ſaid, I will not detain from you 
any longer, what you, no doubt, have 


long withed to know, Do you underſtand 


the Ruſſian language? He anſwered with 
anxiety, Yes, yes, and trembled ; which 


made me feel chill. I far down, and de- 
ſired him to be ſeated alſo. He refuſed, 


and I — myſelf obliged to hand him a 


chair, 


1. 


chair, and thereby be revenged on the 


tedious punctillio of ceremony. I read 


him the order, and ſaid to him, From 


this hour you are free, and I think 


myſelf happy to be the perſon who an- 


nounces it to you. From this time pleaſe 
to look upon me, not as your command- 
reſs, but as your good friend. He ſprang 
from his chair, and kiſſed my hand with 


inexpreſſible joy, and I ſuffered him to re; 
peat this gratitude ſeveral times, as if I. 
was afraid of offending him if 1 had 
withdrawn my hand. He ſtammered out 
a few words of joy; and even this lan- 


guage pleaſed me. I notified his releaſe 


immediately to the. overſeer of the priſon, 


and ordered the guard to withdraw. I 
would gladly. (proceeded I) offer you my 
own houſe for lodging, till you find a 
proper opportunity to return to Moſcow, 
but my circumſtances ſeem to forbid it. 
The Jew will find you a proper lodging, 
You need not be under any concern, as 

long 
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long as I am here. He took leave, and 
1 could ſee in his eyes, that he had more 


to ſay than he could expreſs, | and I was 


vexed that the Jew was preſent. Him 1 


ordered to attend me after dinner. Thus 


concluded the firſt interview: 1 went to 


the window to look after him, and tho 
that very moment J aſked myſelf the 
_ reaſon why I did fo, yet I did it. I fat 
down to dinner, and was ſorry that 1 had 
not kept him with me. The Jew ſtayed 
too long; and I-might at this time have 
known for certain, that there was ſome- 


thing more than pity in the caſe; but! 


found it good to circumvent myſelf, I 
repreſented to myſelf, that Steely may per- 
haps in a few days go with the caravan 


of merchants from hence, by the affiſt- 


ance of the Jew, and was already plotting 
in my mind how to prevent it, and wiſhed 
ſecretly that he might go in my company. 


The Jew returned, and aſſured me, that 


he had accommodated his gueſt i in the beſt 


manner, and had ol him i in the houſe 
which he had two years ago purchaſed of 


E my late Confort, I was alarmed at the 
c count, as if it had been ominous, and 
ä yet J was ſatisfied. I called my old Ger- 
4 man ſervant, who had followed me from 
Courland to Moſcow, and from Moſcow: 
. to Siberia, and who ſtill lived with me, 
; and ordered him to go with the Jew, and 
enquire whether the gentleman, who was 
to day releaſed from his impriſonment, 
] wanted any thing: in his new lodging, as 


5 he was, by order from court, to be treat- 
cn as a perſon of rank. He returned and 
informed me that he was well ſupplied 


a with every neceſſary, except linnen and a 
1 mattraſs. I ſent him the beſt I had, and 
. was diffatisfied that the ſervant aſked 
5 for no more. I. alſo ſent him a caſe 
| of bottles filled with wine. And. when 


; you leave him, ſaid 1 you may. aſk him 
t in your own name, if he has any. further 
t commands. He did not return till even- 


n. 


U 40 


ing. T aſked him wbere be had tar tried 8 
long? O! faid he, in his open. hearted 
way, one doth not know how to get away 
from that gentleman, He is an excellent 
man; every thing he ſays, takes one's 
heart. I wiſh you had but heard how 
ardently he thanked God for his enlarge- 

ment! 1 believe he has a good ſhare of 
1 . n 3 ee 13 cannot com- 


8 as 


Sbod man to be ſent to Siberia. As 1 
was leaving of him, I offered to undreſs 
him. O! ſaid he, my dear chriſtian ! don't 
trouble yourſelf ! 1 have learnt in Sibe- 
ria to undreſs myſelf. It cut me to the 
very heart. His aſpect is alſo very en- 
paging. Who knows of what pedigree 
he is? And yet he has ſuffered ſo much in 
this miſerable country? With your leave 
I will gladly wait on him ſome hours every 
day, to make it agreeable to him. He 
returns you his moſt humble thanks for 
all fayours, and begs you to lend him a 
7 2 ' book; 


epiſtle. I ſpent the greateſt part of the 
night with a fecret explanation *thereof—— 
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book and nds you this biller vg in 
French: „ ene 
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MV preſent happineſs eme tha dee 
to me, and you beap ſo, many favours 


upon me, that I am at a loſs bo to ex- 
preſs. my thanks. I rela already in my 
mind, to the Count, and all my country 
men, that I have found the moſt noble 
foul in Siberia. Dear Madam ! b what 


have I deſerved ſugh diſtinguiſhed fayaury? 


and whereby ſhall I merit them throughout 
the remainder , of my unhappy, Av 
nothing: but by unfeigned reſpet.” — 


9 was very much pleaſed with this Ileife 


* Whereby ſhall I merit your favours 
throughout the remainder of my unhap- 
« py life ? By unfeigned reſpect. I af- 
fixed 'a meaning to theſe words a6 my 

heart dlired, 1 was glad when J awoke, 
| that 


TOMS 


could not find the ſervant. 


that the day, was dawning. . reſalved 
quickly to invite Steely to dinner. * 
1 ſuppoſe be 
was gone to Steely, and my ſuppoſition 
was: true. By and by he came. 
braided him with. preferring the gentle. 
man's ſervice before my on, and ſent 
him with two French books,” and invited 
Steely to dine with me. I ordered ſome 
diſhes to be dreſſed in the German faſhion, 
and at noon I ſent a ſledge to fetch him. 
Thad not dreſſed myſelf very gay, that. 
might be on a par with him; but I had 
taken care to make choice of a neat ſuit. 
Now I was reſolved to diſcover, whether 
my; impreſſions were any, thing more than 
mere friendſhip. . My gueſt came, and his 
mien was more lively than yeſterday, and- 
as I. thought, much more pleaſing. He 
was better dreſſed, though after the Ruſ- 
ſian manner, than yeſterday. He was all 

| ſubmiſſion and gratitude, I afted as if my 
care of him,was in conformity, to the 


I up- 
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order from court, and ſat down to dine 
with him alone. We ſpent three hours. 
at dinner, and 1 it ſeemed to me, as if the 
time appeared as ſhort to him as to my- 
ſelf. It was ſomething | new. to, him to 


dine with a lady, being unaccuſtomed 
to ceremony; and ] had the pleaſure 


now and then to ſurpriſe him with a 


civility; yea 1 was glad that * found 


myſelf ſuperior to him in point of 


manners, becauſe 1 ſaw that his ſpirit was. 
ſuperior to mine. He muſt” once more 


relate the occurrences of. his life, and they 


affected me as if 1 Had never heard them 


before. Our converſation turned upon 


the Count, and he expreſſed fuch a deſire 
to ſee him, that I almoſt grew jealous. 
With one word, after a few” hours, my 
gueſt pleaſed me ſo well, that 1 was obli- 
ged to uſe violence in order to diſſemble. 


ä Every moment the ſervant left us, 1 with- 


ed he might drop ſome eng ging words, 
chat 1 might ans whether 1 pleaſed him. 
But 


{ab I 


But. he confined himſelf within the limits 


of reſpect, and his eyes beſpoke nothing 


£ bags Out of an unhappy civility he 
leave as ſoon as we roſe from the 


ta” e, and 1 had not courage to deſite him 
to ſtay a little longer, being afraid of be- 


tray ing myſelf. I therefore ordered _ 


to be conducted back to his lodging. 


hurted me that he had left me. 1 


grew more uneaſy | than before, and 
the more ſo as 1 repreſented to my 
ſelf, thar he did not like me, and was. 


grieved that I was not enticing enough to 
merit any thing | further from him than. 
reſpect. I grew low ſpirited, and reyeng: 
ed myſelf, by under valuing my own per- 
ſon Aud yet J could not give up all. 
"i by nor would I interdict my love for 


him. I reſolved to invite him again after 


three days. O what long days were theſe 
to mel. the ſervant told me, that Steely 
all that while looked very penſive. 01 
how did this PF of news pleaſe me? > 


o . 4 


Was. 


11 
Was weak enough to aſk him, whether he 
had not ſpoken of me; he extols you ex- 
ceedingly, ſaid he, and enquires every 
time he lees' me, ' how you do, and aſks a 
thouſand queſtions about you. 

After three days he became again my 
gueſt as before, He came, and a certain 
reſtleſſneſs was viſible in his every look. 
He was dreſſed im the German manner, 
and looked as young again. Yes, yes, I 
thought, he is handſome and deſerving, 
but not for thee. I fancied J had baniſh- 
ed every appearance of care from my 
countenance, when he aſked me the rea- 


ſon 1 did not look ſo chearful as the laft 
time. I was frightened at my treacherous 


face and his aſſiduity in viewing me, and 


put it off by ſaying, I had not yet ob- 


tained permiſſion from court to return 
to Moſcow. But, continued I, what 


is the matter with you? The joy of 


your enlargement! is no more viſible in your 
countenance. Is it the deſire of ſeeing 
W 
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your country, that makes you ſo thought- 
ful? Yes madam !- ſaid he, with a down- 


caſt look. O! how pleaſing. was this 


ves to me, ſince the tone with which he 


pronounced it, made it a 10. Perhaps 
you have a bride in your country, conti- 
nued I, that expects you. Why do you 
deny me and yourſelf the pleaſure to ſpeak 
of her- I give my word, that I will for- 


ward your journey at the expence of half | 


my fortune, in order that you may con- 
vince her of my friendſhip. He anſwered 
with a baſhful look, without words, Now, 
thought I, I will know the final reſult of 
my fate, You are filent; then you 
have a bride in London? No! replied 
he, heaven is witneſs, that I have not 
been in love ever ſince the death of my 
bride. How could I conceal any thing 
from you? That's impoſſible. I intreat 
you to reſtrain your kindneſs to me, I 
am uneaſy becauſe I do not deſerve it— 


That is the true reaſon. Now I grew ſa- 


tisfied, 


1 2 1 
tified, and he might eaſily have diſcover- 


ed my heart, by the ſudden change; but 
my joy had the contrary effect on him. 


He grew the more melancholly, the eafier 


I grew, I ſpoke all myſelf, and ſtudi- 


ed his heart and eyes. He loves thee, 1 
thought within myſelf, and nothing but 


the law of gratitude and reſpect impoſes 


ſilence on his affection. He is baſhful— 
that thou likeſt; and he wiſhes that thou 
wouldſt lay him under the neceſſity to 
commit the fault of obſerving thy affection 
for him. I now redoubled my cour- 
teſy, without tranſgreſſing the bounds of 
friendſhip, My late conſort had built a 
fine houſe. I had all the rooms aired in 
the gallery, and conducted him after din- 


ner through all the houſe, merely to have 


the opportunity of having him the longer 
with me. Upon entering into the largeſt 
apartment, where the draughts and de- 
ſigns of landskips and fortifications hung, 
1 asked _ WINE he did not find 
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ſome of his own handy work there. 1 
perceived he did not pay ſo much attenti- 
on to the paintings as to myſelf; and 1 
made him a proper return, I will ſhew 
you your own pieces, ſaid I; my late 
cConſort told me, that thoſe marked with 
S. are your's—1 dare ſay he teaſed you 
enough with that work. Dear madam! 


ſaid he, it is in your power to repay me 


at once for all my trouble. But no 
1 did not rightly underſtand his requeſt, 
and begged him to explain himſelf, Will 
you pardon me, cried he, if I confeſs, for 
it is preſumption. I anſwered, yes. 
He then opened the door of the adjacent 
room, and pointing at my pifture.—Ma- 
dam ! this preſent I would covet, when 
J leave Siberia. This requeſt was the 
moſt agreeable of any I had yet heard from 
him. By the manner of receiving his re- 


queſt, I gave him opportunity of repeating 


it; and he had already courage to take me 
by the hand, and by that means conveyed 


to. 


cw ww — er _ I; fry 


n 
to me many endearing ſentiments. I went 
quickly into the next room to eſcape, as it 
were, the violence he done my heart. He 


did not obſerve his conqueſt, and ſeemed 


afraid of having offended me. He be- 
haved from this time, for about a week, 


no otherwiſe than a friend, who by his 
ſtriſt reſpect wanted to pleaſe me; or 4 


_ gueſt, who by a grateful baſhfulneſs, ſtu- 


died to repay the civilities I ſhewed hinr 
daily. Our hearts ſeemed myſterious to” 
each other. We daily converſed freely to- 


gether. We ſtood in awe of none but our 
ſelves. Every thing was at my command; 


and my ſtation was too elevated to be ap- 


prehenſive of remarks from any body. 
But notwithſtanding our conſtant inter- 


courſe, inſtead of becomig more familiar, 
we rather grew more reſerved. He avoid - 


ed making me any careſſes, and I was 


more careful than in the beginning, not 


to give any opportunity. Neither of us ob- 


ſer ved, that our great reſtraint was nothing 
elle 
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elſe but the ſtrongeſt love; or rather we 


felt love to that degree, that we were o- 
bliged to preſcribe ſtrict laws to ourſelves. 
I imitated him, and he copied after me 
and what was all this? nothing but an emu- 
lation to pleaſe each other, ariſing from an 
uncertainty of making each other ſenſible 
of it without committing an error. I 
expected every moment an explicit confeſ- 
ficn tron him, and yet my conduct pre- 


vented it, and I lull'd my vexation by 


new hopes. In about ten or twelve days 
time, we had ſo exauſted the whole fund 


of converſation, that we had ſcarce auß 


more to ſay; and the leſs we permitted 


our hearts to ſpeak, the poorer our con- 


verſation grew. After dinner we generally 
played at cheſs, which is rather a pu- 
niſhment than diverſion for lovers, and 


would have been quite troubleſome, if it 
had not liowever afforded us the right of 


viewing each other more narrowly than 
we could otherwiſe. have done, I let my 
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hand lie on the table on purpoſe, Bat 


ferent 


as it were, 


draw it- back; 


might look at it. 


OV T. 


draughts. 


whether I ſhould 
and yet I did it that he 
Our plays were ſoon 


I was an over-match for himz and- 


yet a look. into his honeſt and tender eyes, 
a bluſh, or a baſhfut ſigh, that I now. and 
then extorted from him, was ſufficient to» 


prevail upon me to make the moſt ſimple 


We frequently repeated this 


paſtime whole hours, without ſpeaking 
ten words, and found ſuch pleaſure in it, 
that we made haſte to renew the play "IM 
Our interviews had now laſted 
four weeks, and during that time we had 
not been abſent five days; and yet, tho” 
we were ſo fond of each other, we were 
no more familiar than at firſt; and we 
ſhould undoubtedly have maintained that 
character much longer, had not our hearts 


gain. 


been ſurpriſed by an accident. 


The 


Jew paid us an unexpected viſit, in 
Forming Steely that there was a 1 


. 
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and ſafe opportunity for him to go 
to Moſcow to- morrow morning. I was 
frightened at this news, that I fat 
e arg and wand: too. When? cried a 


— 


low you cy, The * left us. 
And now a ſorrowful ſcene commenced. 
0] dear madam! ſaid Steely, the tears 
trickling plentifully down his cheeks, I 
muſt leave you——to morrow!— What 
then makes your departure ſo heavy to 
you? He was ſurpriſed at the queſtion, 
and fell into. a little paſſion. You. aſk 
me what makes my departure heavy to- 
me? You, you! and all at once he grew 
ſtill, and endeavoured. to ſuppreſs his 
grief. How enraptured. was I, to ſee 


myſelf beloved by him! I kept filence, | 
becauſe I could not ſpeak. He was going, 


and in that anxiety I took hold of his hand, 
Where are you going ? I will go and pu- 
niſn myſelf, ſaid he, for the preſumption. 


that J was juſt * guilty * and take 
r. 


my leave of you. "+ RPO I intreated 


you not to go, would you comply, and 
ſtay with me? would you conſent to 


delay a little, ſeeing your country and 


friends? Dear madam! replied he, for 
your fake 1 will forget my country 


and all for ever—Only tell me, whether 
you — hate me? Indeed I love you, 


ſaid I—we have no more time to wiſſemble, 
and if you love me, then ſtay here, and 
return in my company. Now he ven- 
tured to embrace me the firſt time 
O!] heaven what delight that was, after 
fo long reſtraint, How many thouſand 
times did he expreſs the aſſurances of his 


love, and how often, and by how many 
| kiſſes did we make our mutual confeſſi- 


ons! Now our hearts ſpoke. ' He aſked 


me whether 1 had not perceived that he 


had been in love—and J put the ſame 
queſtion to him. We now related to each 
other the hiſtory of our feelings, and from 


that hour our converſation was mere love 


and ; Joy. 


The 
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The above mentioned company, 
fet off, and my dear lover ſtayed be- 
hind with a thouſand joys. I ſent a ſecond 
memorial to court, to haſten the permiſ. 
ſion of my departure. 

If we had before been half days toge- 
ther, we now found whole days too ſhort. 
He ſtrove to merit my affection, which 
he really did poſſeſs, by a diſtinguiſhed 
diſcretion; and I who had been married 
eight years, without knowing what love 
was, began now to learn its worth, by the 
moſt innocent careſſes. I promiſed. him, 
in caſe he did not chuſe to go to Cour- 
land, that I would follow him to his own: 
country, and that in caſe I could not ob- 
tain permiſſion at Moſcow, to return thi- 
ther, I would flip away privately, Till 
then, I added, I am your bride, and as? 
ſoon as we fix our . 1 will be your 
ſpouſe. 

We entertained ourſelves another fort- 
night with repreſentations of our future 
| — after which I received pernjil- 
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fion and a paſſport from court, to return 


to Moſcow. My lover came immediately 


to me- and, O] how did we haſten to 


get away from this melancholly country! 


A commander of a neighbouring caſtle 
vas appointed to ſucceed my late conſort. 
Within a week I delivered to him my huſ- 


band's accounts: but he did nat fo much 
as look at them. Your confort, faid he, 


was my good friend, and in eſteem at 


court -I do not queſtion his goad ma- 


nagement, and I am ſo far advanced in 


years, as to follow him ſoon into another 
world. I defired him toe. diſpatch my 


journey, and to take my late conſort's 


houſe and furniture off my hands. He 
conſented, adding, You have it in your 


option, to take along with you whatever 


you pleaſe; and a guard, ſuitable to your 


rank, is at your command Whenever J 


Pe 


eſcorted, with two carriages. My late 
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conſort had left me above one duni 


thouſand rubles in caſh and jewels, The 


half we took with us, and the other 
half was fent with the waggon, with 
which Chriſtian and ſome priſoners went. 
Before we fet off, Steely ordered clothing, 
and proviſions for three days, for all the 


priſoners in and about Tobolsky, and 


ſome rubles for each of them beſides. 
They were about fifty in number. 

After a tedious journey of five weeks, 
which continued night and day, (becauſe 
the nights are almoſt as clear as the day in 


the warm months) we arrived ſafe and 
well at Moſcow. I dia not chuſe to ap- 


pear publickly at court, but only had a: 


private audience of the empreſs, whoſe 


maid of honour I had been. Fhe noble 
Catharine received me at Taninska, in 
the moſt gra ious manner. I: was obliged: 


to ſpend a whole week with her; but 


the great favour ſhe ſhewed me, proved 
an intolerable burden, on account of 


239 5 
the abſence of my lover, Being informed, 
that the ſummit of my wiſhes was to return 
to Courland, ſhe favoured me therein, be- 
cauſe ſhe could command. I made haſte 
back to the city, to ſeek my, companion, 
who lodged with an En. lim merchant. 
My Chriſtian brought me the ſad news, 
* he was ill, and not able to wait on 
That moment I took coach and 


= to him. His ſickneſs was nothing 
but his anxiety about me. O! cried he, 


J thought I had loſt you. Are you till 
my friend? I convinced him of it, and 
tarried the whole day with him. He ſhew- 
ed me letters from London, and eſpeci- 
ally thoſe that the Count had left for him. 
I had indeed purpoſed going to Courland, 
and nothing but my-lover's indiſpoſition 
made me poſtpone my journey. At length 
he received a letter from the Count. O! 
ſaid he to me, he has found his ſpouſe, 
and they now live in Holland. Shall we 
not go to them? How happy ſhould we 

8 w_ 


1 240 ] 
be with them! There was no need of 1 7 
ing any more, to induce me to drop che 


thoughts of my own country. | 
It was immediately reſolved, and we 


ſet out for Holland. At the end of Au- 


guſt we went on board the ſhip, and even 
the fea became agreeable to me thtough 


love. We had but a few ſtorms, which: 
detained us fome weeks longer at ſea, and 


we were not ſick at ſea. Four days fince 
we landed, and yeſterday morning we ar- 


rived here. 


This was the hiſtory of Amalia's and 


Steely s love. 
The two firſt days were * in more 


5 relations, and the third was the day of 
our eſpouſals. I and Caroline dreſſed our 
bride, and were quite enraptured with her 
beauty; but he, whom ſhe had capti- 


4 10 by her charms, had equal ac- 
n 


L 

compliſhments. We introduced her into 
his apartment. Now, ſaid the, it is ſtin 
time, if you have a mind to chuſe another, 
and embraced him. Mr. R** Toon fol- 
lowed, and brought the miniſter of the 
French church, who was to perform the 
ceremony, He was informed of the par- 
ticulars of their lives. We ſat down, 
not knowing that the clergyman was going 
to make a diſcourſe. - This he did in ſuch 
a lively manner, and with Tuch pathos 
and eloquence, chat we could not have 
wiſhed for a greater pleafure on this occa- 
ſion. He expatiated upon the wondrous 
ways of ptovidence, in diſpoling of the. 
various diſpenſations with men. Whos. 
ever conſiders the Count and Steely, to- 
gether with the whole chain of their ſuf- 
ferings and deliverances, his bride, me; 
and in ſhort all of us together, muſt eaſily 
perceive what an impreſſion this diſcourſe 
made on our hearts. Our ſouls were en- 
* by means of the ſublime repre- 
ö 8 ſenta- 
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ſentations, in reviewing the extent of 
the divine decrees of our deſtinies, and 


*. & » # X 


the feelings of wonder and gratitude in- 


creaſed with the exalted ſentiments which 


he uttered. The pleaſure we received 
from this diſcourſe, will appear like an 

hypocritical riddle. to all ſuch who never 
were in adverſity, and are too cold to feel 
other people's s misfortunes. They cannot 
conceive how ſuch ſerious conſiderations 


can ſuit ſuch, days. of joyous. feltiviry ; YU 
but they mult not expect from me to prove 


à thing that depends on mere lenſation 
and feeling. . 


Thus the forenoon was fort. and Steely 


and Amalia were joined in wedlock, and 


our union was renewed at the ſame time. 


The clergyman, who would have been 
a very welcome gueſt, would not ſtay, al- 
though we preſſed him very earneſtly. 
He informed us, that he would be enga- 


ged that afternoon, with a young man, 


who in a 16A melancholly had attempted 
— 5 ſuicide, : 
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ſuicide, but was happily prevented 
He intreated us to commiſerate his cir-- 


cumſtances, and to ſupply him with mee 
medicines, left. his diſtrefs might inegts 


for want of proper aſſiſtance. Becauſe he 
ſeemed purpoſely to conceal ' the particu- 
lars of his circumſtances, we did not chuſe 
to inquire any further, than where the 
young man lodged. With a ſoldier's wi- 
dow, anſwered he, who a few days ago * 


_ compaſſion, where he was committing the 
_ raſh act, but without endangering his life, 


though the wound is deep. We defired 
him, not to intteat but to command us, 
what he would wiſh us to do, as it coſt us 
no ſelf denial to divide part of our ſub- 
ſtance with a diſtreſſed object. As ſoon 
as the clergyman was gone, we ſent him 
bedding and other neceſſaries. The doc- 
tor was called, and the unfortunate young 
woman, whom I have mentioned above, 
and who now was my houſe-keeper, Was 
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to conduct him to the patient, to learn 
what diet he would preſcribe, 2 he N 


be ſerved accordingly. 
We fat down to dinner, and indeed we 


ſhould have been undeſerving of ſuch a 


day, not to have improved it to the beſt 


advantage. Every invention was ſet to 


work to pleaſt; and even triffes, 


which others paſs by for want of confi- 
dcence and taſte, ſerved us for enter. 
tainments, and obtained, through the 
manner wherewith we treated them, that 


worth, which the moſt pompous means 


of joy ſeldom afford. Little diſputes, 


which Amalia began with Steely about 
the Coſſack girl; little expoſtulations, 


whereby we ſurpriſed each other, gave 
life to our familiarity; and every inno- 
cent banter opened a new ſcene of plea- 


ſure. The houſe-keeper, whom we had 
| ſeat to the ſick man, returned with out- 
ſtretched arms, and told us, that ſhe had 
found ker unfaithful lover, and that he 


ws *© 


was 
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was the very perſon for whom we had 
cared. Hie, ſhe cried, has begged my 
pardon with thoufand tears, and 1 have 
forgiven him, and now intercede for him. - 
His conſcience has puniſhed him more 
than enough. He told me, that after he 
had left me, in ſuch a cruel manner, he 
went to Harlem, and plunged himſelf 
into all manner of. extravagant exeeſſes, 
on purpoſe to ſtifle the remembrance of 
his guilt. For ſome months he carried it 
off; but at laſt he could no longer ſup- | 
port himſelf under the terrible apprehen- 
lions, that he had probably been the cauſe 
of my death, and of the pledge of ot 
love too, by his great unfaitkrfulnefs. 
He was forced to return to the place 5 
where he had left me; and not having 
courage to make an inquiry after me nor- 
knowing where to inquire; the ſoldier's 
widow found him in that meadow, ' where 
he forſbok me, and where he hat been” 
roving two days in the greateſt diſpale 
= *© and 


1 2 
and brought him to her houſe. Here he 
reſolved, being quite deſtitute, to murder 
himſelf, and thus to puniſh himſclf for 
his wickedneſs, by putting an end to his 
life. It depends upon you, continued ſhe, 
by your kindneſs to reſtore me and life 
to him. I love him as if he never 
had offended me; but [here ſhe looked at 
me] it is impoſſible for me to. think of 
leaving you.—— She deſerved our favour, 
and claimed the part we took in her hap- 
pineſs. We ordered her bridegroom to 
an adjoining houſe, and paid him a viſit 
the ſame evening. His wound was not 
dangerous, and the. joy of having found 
his bride had made him ſo lively, - that 
he could ſpeak with us, and beg our 
pardon, He wanted to tell the whole 
affair ; but his repentance ſatisfied us, and 
we ſpared-him the ſhame of being his own 
accuſer. We could till ſee in his diſtract- 
ed and meagre face, ſome traces of a good 
| figure, and a tender heart, He was, 

5 ſcarce 
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ſcarce twenty-four years of age, and the 
more an object of pardon and  compaiiion 
becauſe he was fo young. : 
The remainder of the evening was ſpent 


with muſick. I played on the Harpſi- 


cord, and Amalia and Caroline ſung. 
My little daughter, in her fixch year, 
was bold enough to invite Steely to make 
a party in a dance, and alinoſt tempted 
us all to follow her example. At length | 
ve introduced the new-married. pair into 
their bed-chamber with our beſt wifhes, 
The next morning, juſt as I was con- | 
fulting the Count in what manner we 
could beſt entertain the new couple, the 
ſervant entered and informed my conſort, 
that an Engliſhman wanted to ſpeak with. 
him. As ſoon as he opened the door, 
his face told us, that he was Steely's fa- 
ther. His hair was quite gray, but his | 
lively eyes, his ruddy face, and ſtout, airy 
walk, contradicted his gray hairs. I am 
_ ſecking, 


ſeek ing, ſaid he in Nag my ſon here; 
and if 1 ſhall not have. the pleaſure | 
of ſeeing him in this world, vet hope 
at s vou will inform me where he 
The account 1 had from Moſcow 
goes, no farther, than that he was pro- 
miſed to he relcaſed from his irzpriſon- 
ment in Siberia. And out of deſire to ſee | 
ſuch a "worthy friend of my ſon, I have 
ventured, to croſs the ſea in my ſeventy- 
ninth year. You ſhall | not repent of your 


3 


journey, faid my conſort, F have recclv- 


11.4. 


hand, that we : may ſoon expect him hve 

T he Count entertained. the old gentleman, 

with ſame particular relations, and I made 
haſte to ſee whether our new couple were 
dreſſed. They were till in their 1 morning 
dreſs, and I told the Count ſecretly, that 
they were up. My Count, (ſaid I, after 
ſome trifling queſtions) will preſently wait 


on you, * invite bo to take an airing. 
* | The 


Steely diſengaged himſelf from his lady's 


my ſon, my dear fon; God be praiſed,” 


me a chair, my feet will not ſupport me. 


2 


ſpouſe. Are you fatisfied with his choice? 


that you are my daughter, kiſs me, ati 


tell me what countrywoman you are. 1 
then embraced her moſt tenderly, and made 25 


not diſagreeable, though none o ; 'the 


3 
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The door was thrown open, and he en- 
tered with his gueſt. That moment 


embraces, and ran to his father. The 
old gentleman ſtared at him without ſpeak- 
ing. Atlaft he cried out, Yes, thou art 


now I ean gladiy die—My fon! hand 1 


Amalia brought him à chair, and we 
placed ourſelves before him. His firſt 
queſtion was, Who Amalia was? Since 
yeſterday, replied ſhe, I am your ſon's” 


He took hold of her hand. If it is true 


all ſorts of queſtions, ſuitable 10 his ho- 
neſt character, which were for that reafon 


greateſt importance, He was not quite i 
r that we had not daneed at the 
n | 


1 ; [ 250 * 

| wedding. Not danced, ſaid he, that muſt 
have been a moppiſh wedding indeed. 
Why ſhould we abrogate a cuſtom intro- 
duced by our forefathers. On wedding - 5 


ys, we. ſhould rejoice, md be ET | 
as it was on * 1 "Thongh, 

fifty ) years are elapſed ſince then, I can re- 
member it,. thank God! as well as if it 
had been yeſterday, It is: true, ſaid he to 

Amalia, vou are handſomer than my late 


1 


wife was, when we were married; but her 
dreſs, was more fuperb than yours. He 
deſcribed | to ber bis wife's, whole delt. 
who are doringly, Und of the e of 
their youth; and ſhe, promiſed to imitate; 
her at leaſt with her head -dreſs. She did 
ſo, and pleaſed him exccedingly. in her 
narrow bodice with huge wide ſleeves, 
bound round in three or four rows with 
ribbons, and her locks hanging down on 
her ſhoulders, His fon muſt. then relate 
his 
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his adventures. When he touchech 


an affecting ſcene, he wept; and inter- 


ſperſed here and there ſome remarks. At 
firſt he found fault with him, that he had 
left the Envoy, and engaged i in the army. 
Soon after he embraced him, that he be- 
haved ſo nobly towards the Count, when 


he was ill on the road. In this, ſaid he, 


I know my ſon. God knows, I would 
have done the fame; it may be ſaid, 
a friend in need, is a friend indeed. As 
for the affair with the Pope in Ruſſia, 
he gave him no reproof. Thy love for 
truth, ſaid he, coft thee dear, and 1 wiſh. 
it had not happened; but till [ prefer 


freedom of ſpeech to a mean ſpirited, ti- 
morouſneſs, I look upon thee, in point, 


of religion, as a martyr; and I praiſe, 


God for the courage he gave thee, At 
the recital of the Count's intereſting him- 5 
ſelf ſo greatly in favour of Steely, in 55 
beria, he put on a majeſtic mien. Now 
laid * that 1 is magnanimity z none can 


do 
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do more for his friend. My lord! you- 
have ſtill. a better heart than I and my ſon, 
I have to thank you for my ſon. Tea 
my whole life, and perhaps in the next 
world, I ſhall praiſe you for it. Steely 


repreſented his amours with Amalia in 


ſuch a point of view, as he knew would 
moſt affect him. He placed the motive 
of their converſe in mere friendſhip, and 
that there was no love in the caſe, till a 
little while before they left Moſcow. Eve- 
ty thing pleaſed him, and Amalia was all 
beauty, and the more he concluded that 


Amalia kept him at a diſtance before the 
marriage, the more he rejoiced, and the 


greater regard he ſhewed her. The re- 
cital being ended, he embraced Amalia 
once more. O! ſaid he, my ſon is not 
worthy of you. He deſerves a good wife; 
but whereby has he merited you? Come 
along with me to London, I have a lagre 
houſe there, and there is no better living 
in all the world than in London—and 

| in 
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in this place, continued he ſmiling; 
and aſked me whether I would keep him 
here for ſome days, and put up with his 
manner of life, which was. not according 
to the uſual way of the world. With all 
his little faults, he was indeed an amiable 
man, and the ſincerity with which he 


committed them, made them not diſa- 
greeable. He was bold, without in- 
croaching upon politeneſs, and his preju- 
dices were either harmleſs, or at leaſt not 
troubleſome in converſation. This and 
the following days we celebrated the mar- 
riage feſtivity according to his plan. He 
was in the moſt becoming manner ſpright- - 
ly, and inſpired us with his example. 
His motto was, One may be Godly and 
yet .chearful, My ſon, ſaid he, has cauſ- 
ed me many heavy hours, now he ſhall 
make my life happy. He danced that 
evening till eleven o'clock, and ſeemed a 
young man compared with Mr. R**, the 
Count, and his ſon, This is a digreſſion, 
8 2 ſaid 


faid he—T have not oy fo fate to Veil 
theſe forty years But dancing is no ſin 
in my opinion—1 don't think my 3 
would hurt me if I even died this very 
night. Mr. R afked him in hat 


manner he had preſerved his alacrity to 
ſuch an age, and by what means he had 
conquered the fear of death, which daily 
awaited him? That I am ſtill ſo nimble 
and lively, is a gift of God, and the effect 
ofa regular life, to which I have been ac- 
.cuftomed from my early years. And why 
ſhould T be afraid of death? I am a mer- 
chant, I have done my duty, and God 
knows that I have not intentionally wrong- 
ed any man of a penny. 1 have been 
| merciful to the poor, and. ſhould not God 
be merciful to me? This world is good, 
but the next will be better. Should one 
not love ſuch a man, who from his youth 
had been engaged in traffick, and yet had 
preſerved his integrity? He ſeemed not 
overjoyed at Amalia's vaſt fortune. My 
| ſon! 
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fon ! ſaid he, thou haſt riches above others, 
but thou wilt alſo have greater trouble to 
perform the office of a faithful ſteward- 
Having now enjoyed all the pleaſure 

that 4 father could wiſh for in his eircum- 
ſtances, all our intreaties were in vain to 
diſſuade him from returning to- his coun- 
try. Iwill die in London, faid he, and 
be buriecꝭ by my: wife det me go befor 
the ftormy ſeaſon; I will kave my fon 
behind me, and be. ſatisfied if he will fol- 
low me next year. Young. Steely would 
_ bot let his father go alane, and yet he was 
unwilling to part with us. In ſhort we 
all, except Caroline, reſolved. to accome 
pany him to London, and to ſpend the 
winter there. This was agreeable to the 
old gentleman's wiſh, though he had nor 
expreſsly deſired it. Before our departure, 
we performed another kind office. Wid, 
(that was the name of the young man 
who had formerly forſaken bis bride) was 
do fully reſtared: to kid; health. He 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed for nothing more, than to poſſed 
his bride, and to be reconciled to his fas 
ther. We had wrote to him; but he 
would hear nothing of his ſon, and aſſur- 
ed us, that poor as he was, he haꝗ already 
diſinherited:him. We pitied young Widz 
and ſaw that he would retrieve the follfß 
of his youth in his riper years. He had 
ſtudied a Leyden till his ſeventeenth year; 
and after wards, to pleaſe his father, he 
became a merchant's clerk. Andrewiwas 
ready at the firſt word, to take him into 
his buſineſs; we made him a little wed- 
ding. Amalia gave the bride a conſidera- 
ble portion, and old Steely and the Count 
gave him a thouſand dollars. We gave 
him beſides a capital to join to the ſtock; 
and this we. mentioned to his father, in 
order the better to pacify him. Thus 
we left our daughter and houſe to Caro- 
line's care, and went to ſea twelve days 
after old Steely's arrival, The wind 
was 1 favourable, that in a few days we 
were 


ket the Chatonille fall into the ſea, before 
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were in ſight of England. We met a pi- 
late boat, and went en board the fame, 
in order to land the ſooner ; but this pre- 
ed very unfortunate; we were all in the 
boat, except Chriſtian and Amalia. He 
wanted to hand over to his lord, the box 
that contained the greateſt part of Ama- 
la's jewels and gold, from the ſhip. Steely: 
and one of the Counts ſervants reached 
after ir, bur before -they had taken hold 
of it, Chriſtian, whether it was owing 
to heedlefneſs, or the motion of the hip, 


our eyes; and that very moment, either 
out of fright, or becauſe he had reclined | 
too far over-board, he fell in -after it. 
We had enough to. do-to fave his life 
and a treafure'of about £0,000 dollars was 
joſt in the rwinke ling of an eye. Am 1ͤö˙ 
ſtill, ſaid Amalia to her confort, fo va- * 
luable to you, as before ? Steely affured ; 
her with a facred oath, and ſhe was-ſa-- 
kisfied. Though old * did not love | 

S 3 : money, 
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money, yet he could- not forget the loſs. 


He preached Chriſtian. a long penitential; 
Sermon. At laſt. he took Amalia's hand 


and faid: be of good chear, thank God. 
J have enough to make you live com- 


fortably after my death. But this acci- 


dent coſt Chriſtian his life. He came ſick. 
to London, and died ſoon after our arri- 


val. Amalia and Steely had a great regard 


for this man, and did ſo little mind their 


loſs, that they rather rewarded him the 


more on his death- bed, in the nobleſt 


manner. As ſoon as the doctor had given 
him up, they ordered him to be removed 
into an adjoining chamber, to convince 


him that they were not angry with him; 


for this was what troubled him. Shortly 


before his departure, I and Amalia paid 


him a viſit, Old Steely alſo came, and 


| fat down before his bed, to ſee his exit. 


He has an eaſy end, ſaid he to us, and if 
it muſt be, I would willingly die with him; 
The dying man ſeemed as if he would 

- raiſe 
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raiſe himſelf up, and that. moment a great 


deal of blood guſhed out of his mouth, 
and Chriſtian was dead. Old Steely trem- 
bled, and ſaid, I am frightened. Me en · 
deavoured to lead him into another cham- 
ber, but he could. not walk, and we were 
obliged to carry him. Let me have my 
grandfather's chair, ſaid he, in that J will 
die- feel my end approaching. The 


chair was brought, and was placed oppo- 


ſite to the window, that he could look up 
to heaven. He lifted up his hands and 

prayed, and begged us (being all preſent) 
not to diſturb him. Having finiſhed his 
prayer, he called his ſon. I frel, ſaid he, 
that I am dying. My good Chriſtian 
frightened me, but who can help it? 


Here is the key to my bureau. May 8 bl 
God lay his bleſſing upon the ſubſtance I .- 
leave you and your ſpouſe! there is not 


a penny wrongfully acquired in the whole. 
The doctor was. ſent for, and opened a 
- rie, which the old Gentleman complied 

; | with 
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with reluctantly. But he did not bleed. 
He opened another on the foot, which 


alſo proved ineffectual. - Behold ! faid he, 


his art is uſcleſs, when God withholds ſuc- 
cels, What hope has he now? None, 
anſwered the. phyſician. - Your honeſty, 
ſaid he, pleaſes me. Improve your few 


moments, faid the doctor, to ſettle your 


affairs. The old man ſmiled—as if I had 


not had time theſe eighty years to regulate 
my affairs. God, continued he, may call 


me when he pleaſes, I am ready. Where 
are my children. and dear gueſts? We 


drew near, and he took leave of each in- 


dividual. O! ſaid he, how beautiful 


* will it be in the other world! I rejoice in 


expectation of it. An whom amongſt you 
Mall I firſt embrace there My fight 


fails me, otherwiſe þ am quite well, quite 


Q at theſe words he fainted, ang foon 
after breathed his laſt. | 


Londen was chequered with forrow, and 
the 
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the noiſe of the city, and the many viſits 
proved ſo troubleſome to us, that we re- 


ſolved to ſpend the remainder of the Au- 
tumn and the Winter, on Steely's eſtate, 


a few miles diſtant from London. 
We lived there fix months quite con- 
tent, and moſtly by ourſelves, except that 


now and then we paid a viſit to the ſiſter of 


Steely's late bride, and received a viſit 
from her. She was the only ſurvivor of 


that family, and lived unmarried. None, 
beſides her, knew who my conſort was; 
for the other neighbours only knew him 


by the name of Lowenhock. This lady, 


tho” far from being handſome, poſſeſſed 
Amalia, ſhe and 1 


| ſpent many an hour at her ſiſter's grave, 


great qualifications. 


and honoured her remembrance, 
The ſpring was now come, and many 
families came out of London to the coun- 


try. The adjoining eſtate belonged to a. 
He had formerly been 


ſecretary of ſtate. 
_ s fellow ſtadent at Oxford, and 
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to him, under. his fictitious name, as his 


to pay him a viſit. He notified to him 
Ris intention. The ſecretary, who ti 


then was unacquainted with Steely's return 


from Moſcow, returned him a maſt affec- 


tionate anfwer, expreſſing his great deſire 


to ſee him, his lady and friends, and ſent at 
the ſame time his coach for them. Mr. R** 
was indiſpoſed, ſo that. we left him at 


home, and arrived at the ſecretary's a little. 


before dinner. He received us with great 
eivilty, and Steely preſented my eonſort 


friend whom he had brought with him 


from Siberia. Our hoſt obliged us withe 
out delay to fit down to table, that he 


might converſe undiſturbedly with us. 


We were ſcarce feated, and nothing but- 


the uſual compliments had paſſed, when 
the ſervant entered, and informed him that 
ſomebody was. coming to wait on him, but 
ke ſpoke ſo ſofty, that we only could hear 
the word Envoy. Muſt we then be in- 
terrupted 5 
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Steely had a mind, after ſo many years, 
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terrupted, ſaid he in a paſſion, and went in 


great haſte, with the ſervant, out of the 


room. We remained, and expected the 


new gueſt with diſcontent; but O! hea- 
ven, what a ſight was that for me and the 
Count, when the Secretary .conduRted the 
Prince de S** into the room ! we roſe in 
ſome confuſion, not knowing whether 


we ſhould continue in the appartment. 


The Prince drew near to me, as if he 
could not truſt his own eyes; ,he looked 
at the Count, and was frightened, fo that 
he grew quite pale. The Secretary per- 

ceived nothing of this myſterious affair, 
and begged the Prince and us, whom he 


ſtiled his friends, to take our places at 


the table. T he prince thanked him ci- 
villy, but told him that he had already 
dined, and that he was only come to 


take the diverſion of hunting for a few 
hours. The Secretary promiſed to ac- 


company him, but he refuſed it; and 
only deſired the company of his huntſ- 


man, 
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man, promiſing without fail to ſup with 


him. He made a bow to the company 


and went away. O! ſaid my conſort to 
Steely, where have you brought us? 
How will it go with me and my Counteſs? 
I ſuppoſe 
he is negotiating his king's affairs at this 
court, and I, I,. The Secretary returned 
with a diſſatisfied countenance. I cannot 


comprehend what ſurpriſed the Prince fo 


much-—He muft know ſome of you, or 


at leaſt fancy he doth. He inquired par- 
_ ticularly after you (he meant the Count) 


but I told him that I was as yet unac- 
quainted with my gueſts. He has been' 
fome time here, in behalf of the king of 
Sweden, and will probably ſoon return 
again to the army. 'Our hoft concluded 
from our perplexity, that ſomething was 
the matter, and begged us to unravel the 
ſecret, if it was hot of great conſequence, 
I will tell the whole, ſaid the Count, but 


muſt betore hand d implore protection, if I 


deſerve 


1 26s J 
Geetve it. I am Count de G. Per 
haps my misfortune has already made my 
name known to you. Ten years ago, 1 
was ſo unfortunate, as Colonel of a Swediſh 
regiment to be ſentenced to death by a 
court mart ial, He then related the ſequel, 
and how he had, for his ſecurity as a pri- 
ſoner among the Ruſſians, aſſumed the 
name of Lowenhoek. The Prince, con- 
tinued he, is my enemy, and my condem- 
nation was probably the effect of his re- 
venge. 1 will not relate the cauſe that 
moved him to ſeek my ruin— that 
Was more baſe in him than even his 
revenge. His ſurprife makes me think 
that he had given me- up for dead; 


and who knows if the length of time has 
yet diſpelled his hatred? If I am not, 
continued he, as innocent as I have told 
you, I wiſh yet to die by the Prince? Ir 
perſecution. The Secretary was filled 
with a noble aſtoniſhment at this recital, 


and gave the Count his hand : 1 will uſe 
A a yo all 
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all my influence at Court for your ſecuri- 
ty, and will even venture my life. Stay 
with me! depend on my word, I am an 
honeſt man. I will go and meet the 
Prince, and at my return I will tell you 


What to do, Pray relate meanwhile all 


tne particulars of your fate, for I ſee our 


_ appetite for eating is gone. We did fo, 


I am your friend, ſaid the Secretary, and 
I will ſay no more; but I will prove it. 


He went to fetch the Prince, and begged 


us mean while to divert ourſeives in his 
garden. There we expected him between 


fear and hope, and were aimoſt determin- 


ed to flip away without leave. At length 


we ſaw him with the Prince enter the gar- 


den, and my heart was in a tumult at the 
fight of him. The Prince ſtepped directly 
up to the Count who ſtood ſtill with down 
caſt eyes, and embraced him, having paid 
his reſpects to me and Amalia, Tam your 
friend, ſaid he, even tho? I have not al- 
ways been ſo, and I wiſh you might be- 

| come 
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eome mine. We thought you were all 
dead. I know that you have ſuffered in- 
Juſtice in the army, and it remains wit! 
you what ſatisfaction you will demand, 
None, anſwered the Count, but what you 
have already granted, viz; that I am in- 
nocent, and not undeſerving of the king's 
favour, Yow are ſo defervins, replied the 
Prince, that I will promiſe you two things 
before hand, in his name—Tf you will 
return with rhe to Sweden, and to the 
army, L offer you the office of General. 
This wil be the beſt refutation of the 
blame caſt upon you as Colonel. If you 
decline this, ſtay here, and I will ſolicit” 
the king to appoint you Swediſh Envoy” 
at this court after my return, Say yes, 
my lord! that I may have the ſatis faction 
to convince you, that J eſteem you, and 
would fain redreſs what is paſt, The 
Count declined both. I am fatisfied that 
you are my friend, and that you will in- 
troduce me into the King's favour; I de- 
| fire 
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a fever. The next day we haſtened home, 
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fire no more. Should I venture again in- 
to the world in purſuit of happineſs, 
and perhaps become unhappy again? I 
will finiſh my life without public employ- 
ment. The Secretary mixed. at laſt in the 
converſation, and our apprehenfions were 
leſſened. Whether his rage was glutted, 

or that his conſcience had tormented him, 
ſo much is certain, that he teſtified the 
whole evening Uncommon joy. that the 
Count was ftill alive, whom he had 
thought dead ſo many years. My conſort 
behaved in ſuch a noble manner, as if he 
had never wronged him. The Prince 
took leave that evening, becauſe he pur- 
poſed to be in London very early the next | 


morning. If you are my friend, ſaid he 


to the Chant, then come and ſee me this. 
week, or I will come to you. The Count 
promiſed, bur could not perform it the 
time was come that I ſhould loſe him the 
ſecond time. For that night he fell ill of 


and 


[ 269 J 

and the Count grew very weak, and in a 
few days ſo emaciated, that he diſpaired of 
life. For nine or ten days I never ſtirred 
from his fide, and ſtrove to keep him 

againſt the will of deſtiny itſelf—ſo much 
I loved him. Three days before his death, 
he wiſhed the Prince might viſit him. He 
came. Do you ſee, ſaid be, that * do 
not want the king's favour any more? 1 
only want to take leave of you, and tq 
convince you, that ] die your friend. 
The Prince was fo affected and aſhamed, 
that he could ſcarce anſwer. . 

He remained half an hour at his bedfide, 
preſſed | his hand, and asked whether he 
could not ſerye him with any thing elſe be- 
ſides ſympathy | ? The Count grew ſo weak, 
that he could ſcarce ſpeak, and begged 
the Prince to withdraw. The Prince went 
| away greatly troubled, and did not venture 
to take leave of me. The next day the 
Count recovered from his fleep for an 
hour. Amalia, Steely and Mr. R**, 
N 3 | who 
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The firſt thing I met with there was an 
interview with the Prince, He was 
about leaving London, and condeſcended, 
in the Secretary's company, to pay me the 
compliment of condolence. After two 
ol days 
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who was s himſelf indifpoſed, drew neary to 
him. I was almoſt gone, ſaid he, to me: 


O my dear! to die is not hard; but to- 


leave you and my friends is bitter. I die; 


and leave my ſpouſe to you Mr. R“. 


That very day he died. I will not at- 


tempt diſcribing my deep affliction on this 


occaſion. He was an inſtance of conjugal- 
love, great even to exceſs. I now found. 
ſome ſolace in my tears, which had not 


allowed me any comfort for many weeks, 
and Amalia wept with me, inſtead of com- 


forting me. Mr. R** meanwhile kept 
his bed, and even this increaſed my ſor- 
row. Steely alone ſtudied my peace, and 
conſtraine d me, after the beſt part of the 
the year was paſt, to return to Lon- 


Las 1 
days he returned, and intreated me to give 
him a petition to the king, for recover- 
ing my conſort's confiſcated eſtates. I 
complied, merely that I might not offend 
him. That very day the Secretary of 
ſtare paid me a viſit; I will, ſaid he, in 
few words tell the reaſon of my viſit, I 
am now a meſſenger from the Prince, and 
know not what ſucceſs I ſhall meet with. 
Do you know that his conſort died ſome 
years ago? He wiſhes to bring yoau in 
her place, as his ſpouſe, to Sweden, and 
nothing 1s more certain than that he loves 
you even to diſtraction. In ſhort, he hopes 
to learn by me, whether he may hope or 
not. Now I have diſcharged my commiſ 
ſion, and you need not be under the leaſt 
reſtraint in returning an anſser. Steely, 
Amalia and R** were preſent, when he 

jade the propoſal, and Mr. R** was ex- 
ceedingly frightened, as if he had already 
loſt me. I was aſtoniſhed at the temerity 


of the Prince, and returned the Secretary 
85 
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no other anſwer than this, Here is my 
conſort, pointing at Mr. R.. He was = : 


indeed fo valuable in my eyes, that 1 


ſhould certainly have preferred him before 

all others, if I could have prevailed upon 
myſelf to marry again, And perhaps 1 

ſhould have had affecticn or weakneſs 

enough to do it, if he had lived longer, 

He died ſoon after of his long illneſs, - 

and the ſorrow I felt on that occaſion, 


was a ſtriking proof to me, how tenderly. 


I had loved him. 
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